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Fiscal Note
No appropriation is required.
Title
SUBSTITUTE Amending Sections 28.138(4)(a) and (5)(a) of the Madison General Ordinances to clarify the
term lakefront side of a building in the Zoning Code.
Body
DRAFTER'S ANALYSIS: This amendment clarifies the lakefront yard/ front yard rule in Sec. 28.138. The
current language appears to require that the front yard of a lot be located opposite the lakefront yard.
However, Sec. 28. 135 requires that front yards abut public streets. Where streets run perpendicular to a lake,
as opposed to parallel, these rules are in direct conflict with one another.
It is the opinion of the drafter that the language in Sec. 28.138 was only meant to illustrate that the lakefront
side of a house or building is not considered the front yard by the zoning code. This amendment attempts to
better illustrate that intent.
In addition, the Substitute provides an additional method to calculate the lakefront setback for a property that
only abuts one other developed lot. Previously, the only option for such a property was to use the median
setback of buildings within 5 lots or 300 feet. This change allows such a property to match the setback of the
neighboring residential property. This treatment is similar to the option allowed under Subdivision (a)1., which
allows a property with two neighboring lots to use the average of the two setbacks. The Substitute also
provides a clearer graphic to illustrate the calculation under Subdivision (a)3.
The Common Council of the City of Madison do hereby ordain as follows:

Please see "Body" in Attachments.
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