City of Madison Madison, Wi 53703

www.cityofmadison.com

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #: 90485 Version: 1 Name: Approving the 2026 Resource Recovery Special
Charge

Type: Resolution Status: Passed

File created: 10/16/2025 In control: Streets Division

On agenda: 12/9/2025 Final action: 12/9/2025

Enactment date: 12/16/2025 Enactment #: RES-25-00653

Title: Approving the 2026 Resource Recovery Special Charge

Sponsors: Satya V. Rhodes-Conway

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 1. MadCAP Memo for RRSC.pdf, 2. Attachment A - 2026 Resource Recovery Special Charge
Rates.pdf, 3. Legal Notice Proof 2026.pdf, 4. Legal Notice Affidavit 2026.pdf

Date Ver. Action By Action Result
12/9/2025 1 COMMON COUNCIL Adopt Pass
11/17/2025 1 FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL TO ADOPT Pass
- REPORT OF OFFICER
10/28/2025 1 COMMON COUNCIL Refer Pass
10/16/2025 1 Streets Division Referred for Introduction
Fiscal Note

The City of Madison’s 2026 Executive Operating Budget anticipates $3,017,642 in revenue from the Resource
Recovery Special Charge (RRSC), a decrease of $44,160 compared to the 2025 budgeted revenue. The 2026
rate recovers the City's costs associated with the Streets Division's curbside recycling program, which is
included in 2026 in the Streets Division's operating budget. The proposed resolution sets the charge per
dwelling unit at $42.00 in 2026 ($3.50 per month for 12 months, a decrease of $0.06 per month). The 2026
recycling service budget also includes $300,000 in revenue from the City's vendor, Pellitteri. Additionally, the
2026 Operating Budget includes $12,703 in General Fund support to cover the Resource Recovery portion of
the Mad-CAP program rebate.

Title

Approving the 2026 Resource Recovery Special Charge

Body

Preamble

On April 19, 2022, Section 4.097 of the Madison General Ordinance was created to establish a Resource
Recovery Special Charge (File No. 70344). The ordinance created the Resource Recovery Special Charge in
the City based upon the authority granted the City by Wis. Stat 66.0627, pursuant to Sec. 4.09(13) MGO. This
special charge allows the City to recover some of the costs of the Street Division to provide curbside recycling
services to certain properties in the City. The special charge will only recover the cost for services actually
performed by the City, and the amount imposed may be adjusted throughout the year to account for greater or
lesser expenditures. The special charges approved by this resolution are being apportioned consistent with
the Resource Recovery Special Charge Policy (Legislative File ID No. 71186).

WHEREAS, on April 19, 2022, the Common Council adopted Ordinance ORD-22-00029, File 70344, creating
Section 4.097 of the Madison General Ordinances, which ordinance established the Resource Recovery
Special Charge in the City of Madison; and,
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WHEREAS, the intent of the Resource Recovery Special Charge is to recover the costs to the City to provide
collection, sorting and recycling services as part of its recycling program, which program provides a service to
mostly residential, but some commercial, properties in the City; and,

WHEREAS, the Recourse Recovery Special Charge is administered pursuant to the Recourse Recovery
Special Charge Policy (Legislative File ID No. 71186); and,

WHEREAS, following the Council’s directive in RES-21-00692, the Madison Water Utility sought and obtained
approval from the Wisconsin Public Service Commission (PSC) to establish the Madison Municipal Services
Customer Assistance Program (Mad-CAP), as a two-year pilot program. The PSC is currently reviewing the
Mad-CAP program in the Water Utility's pending rate case, with a decision not expected until late 2025 or early
2026. Under this program, eligible municipal service bill recipients who earn less than 50% of the area median
family income will be eligible for a $20 or $30 rebate on their monthly bill, with the Water Utility, Sewer Utility
(including Landfill Remediation), Stormwater Utility, and Streets Division (Urban Forestry and Resource
Recovery Special Charges) separately funding a portion of the monthly rebate. Additional information and
background about Mad-CAP is contained in a staff memo attached hereto; and,

WHEREAS, based upon the budgeted amount, the proposed policy, and the requirements of MGO Sec. 4.097
(5), the Council is prepared to approve the annual Resource Recovery Special Charge.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That the 2026 Resource Recovery Special Charge rate, as set forth in Attachment A, shall be $42.00 per
dwelling unit, or $3.50 per month with collections starting in January, which rate is adopted in accordance with
Section 4.097 of the Madison General Ordinances, the Resource Recovery Special Charge Policy, and the
2026 Adopted Operating Budget; and

2. That the date by which such special charges shall be paid in full is October 31, 2026; and,

3. That this approved monthly Resource Recovery Special Charge rate shall continue until a new schedule is
approved by the Common Council, unless actual service costs during the year are found to be lower than
expected, in which case the rates may be adjusted downward following notification to the Finance Committee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Madison Municipal Services Customer Assistance Program (Mad-CAP)
is hereby extended to the Recourse Recovery Special Charge in the amount indicated on Exhibit 4 to the staff
memo on Mad-CAP attached to this resolution, the Council separately funding that portion of the rebate
attributable to these services directly from the general fund.
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