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Fiscal Note
No appropriation required.
Title
Recognizing the 50th Anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising of 1969 and recognizing June 2019 as Pride
Month in the City of Madison.
Body
WHEREAS, 2019 is the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising of 1969; and,

WHEREAS, just months after Stonewall, the Madison Alliance for Homosexual Equality was founded as
Wisconsin’s first gay rights organization; and,

WHEREAS, in 1973 Judy Greenspan was the first out lesbian in the nation to run for the Madison School
Board after she and others had been denied the right to speak in Madison high schools; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Madison in 1975 became the first place in Wisconsin and one of the earliest in the
country to ban discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation by amending its Equal Opportunities
Ordinance; and,

WHEREAS, Alder Jim Yeadon was appointed to the City Council in fall of 1976 and elected in the spring of
1977 and was the first openly gay man elected to a City Council in the United States; and,

WHEREAS, when the Madison equal rights ordinance came under attack from an anti-gay movement
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motivated by activist Anita Bryant's in 1978, Madison successfully defended its ordinance even though similar
anti-discrimination ordinances were repealed in state capitols like St. Paul, MN and Eugene, OR; and,

WHEREAS, in 1982, Madison State Representative David Clarenbach skillfully led the fight to pass a first-in-
the-nation state gay rights law, which was signed by Republican Governor Lee Sherman Dreyfus; and,

WHEREAS, the fifth annual conference of gay and lesbian officials was hosted in Madison in 1989 at the State
Capitol with a local host committee chaired by Dane County Supervisors Dick Wagner and Tammy Baldwin;
and,

WHEREAS, Ricardo Gonzalez was the first openly gay Latino official elected to public office in the United
States when he was elected to Madison City Council in 1989; and,

WHEREAS, Alder Jim McFarland created the State’s first domestic partnership registry in 1990 by ordinance,
affording limited rights to same sex couples; and,

WHEREAS, in 2000 the City became the first place in Wisconsin to prohibit discrimination on the basis of
gender identity by amending the Equal Opportunities Ordinance; and,

WHEREAS, this year is the fifth anniversary of the June 6, 2014 ruling by U.S. District Judge Barbara Crabb
that the state's constitutional and legislative restrictions on same-sex marriage violated the Equal Protection
Clause of the U.S. Constitution; and,

WHEREAS, Dane County Supervisor Tammy Baldwin became the first openly LGBTQ member of the
Wisconsin State Assembly in 1993, and then the first openly LGBTQ nonincumbent elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives in 1998 and became the first out LGBTQ U.S. Senator in our nation's history in 2013; and,

WHEREAS, Dane County Supervisor Mark Pocan became the first openly gay man to be elected to the State
Assembly in 1998 and became the first openly-gay non-incumbent, married man to be elected to United States
Congress in 2012; and,

WHEREAS, Satya Rhodes-Conway was elected the City of Madison’s first openly lesbian Mayor on April 2,
2019; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Madison has a proud history of protecting LGBTQ rights and advancing LGBTQ
equality; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Madison recognizes the LGBTQ community as an important part of the diversity of the
greater Madison community, and appreciates their contributions to our economy, culture, neighborhoods and
city,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Madison salutes the trailblazers at Stonewall and in
Wisconsin’s history and declares June 2019 as Pride Month in the City of Madison.
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