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File #: 33534 Version: 1 Name: Automatic adjournment

Type: Ordinance Status: Filed

File created: 3/26/2014 In control: COMMON COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONAL
COMMITTEE (ended 4/2017)

On agenda: 4/8/2014 Final action: 6/17/2014

Enactment date: Enactment #:

Title: Renaming Section 2.01(6), creating Section 2.01(7), and renumbering Section 2.01(7) to 2.01(8) of

the Madison General Ordinances to establish an automatic adjournment at 11:30 p.m. for Common
Council meetings.

Sponsors: David Ahrens, Marsha A. Rummel, Maurice S. Cheeks, Ledell Zellers
Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 1. Common Council meeting adjournments
Date Ver. Action By Action Result
6/17/2014 1 COMMON COUNCIL Place On File Without Prejudice Pass
6/3/2014 1 COMMON COUNCIL RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL TO PLACE Pass
ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE ON FILE WITHOUT PREJUDICE -
(ended 4/2017) REPORT OF OFFICER
5/20/2014 1 COMMON COUNCIL Re-refer Pass

ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE
(ended 4/2017)

4/8/2014 1 COMMON COUNCIL Referred

3/26/2014 1 Attorney's Office/Approval Group Referred for Introduction
Fiscal Note
No appropriation is required.
Title

Renaming Section 2.01(6), creating Section 2.01(7), and renumbering Section 2.01(7) to 2.01(8) of the
Madison General Ordinances to establish an automatic adjournment at 11:30 p.m. for Common Council
meetings.

Body

DRAFTER'S ANALYSIS: This proposal creates an automatic adjournment at 11:30 p.m. for Common Council
meetings, unless the rules are suspended to continue the meeting. At various times in the past, the Council
has created forms of automatic adjournment. In the early 1980’s, the Council had a provision making a motion
to adjourn a special order of business at 11:30 pm. That was repealed in 1983. In 2000, the Council adopted
a provision similar to the one proposed here. It was repealed in 2007.
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The Common Council of the City of Madison do hereby ordain as follows:

1. Subsection (6) entitled “Adjournment” of Section 2.01 entitled “Meetings” of the Madison
General Ordinances is retitled as “Reqular Adjournment.”
2. A new Subsection (7) entitled “Automatic Adjournment” of Section 2.01 entitled “Meetings” of

the Madison General Ordinances is created to read as follows:
“(7)  Automatic Adjournment. If the Council remains in session at 11:30 p.m., unless a motion to suspend
the rules to continue the meeting is adopted, the meeting shall adjourn automatically. No motion is
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required. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the presiding officer shall permit a Council member who has

the floor to conclude his/her remarks. All agenda items not acted upon before adjournment shall

automatically be referred to the next regular meeting of the Common Council.”

3. Subsection (7) entitled “Informal Meetings” of Section 2.01 entitled “Meetings” of the Madison
General is renumbered to Subsection (8).
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