
City of Madison
Madison, WI  53703

www.cityofmadison.com
City of Madison

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 133149 Name: Prohibiting snow on bike paths

Status:Type: Ordinance Passed

File created: In control:2/17/2014 PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE/MOTOR VEHICLE
COMMISSION (ended 6/2018)

On agenda: Final action:4/29/2014 4/29/2014

Enactment date: 5/8/2014 ORD-14-00087Enactment #:

Title: Amending Section 10.23(2) of the Madison General Ordinances to prohibit the depositing of snow or
ice onto bike paths.

Sponsors: Mark Clear, Shiva Bidar, Joseph R. Clausius, Lauren Cnare, Larry Palm, Scott J. Resnick, Marsha A.
Rummel, Chris Schmidt, Lisa  Subeck, Anita Weier, Ledell Zellers, Michael E. Verveer, Maurice S.
Cheeks, John Strasser, Steve King

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

AdoptCOMMON COUNCIL4/29/2014 1 Pass

RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL TO ADOPT
- REPORT OF OFFICER

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS4/9/2014 1 Pass

Return to Lead with the Recommendation
for Approval

PEDESTRIAN/BICYCLE/MOTOR
VEHICLE COMMISSION (ended
6/2018)

3/25/2014 1 Pass

Referred for IntroductionAttorney's Office/Approval Group2/25/2014 1 Fail

ReferBOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS2/25/2014 1

ReferredCOMMON COUNCIL2/25/2014 1

Fiscal Note
There may be a small increase in General Fund revenues derived from forfeitures.
Title
Amending Section 10.23(2) of the Madison General Ordinances to prohibit the depositing of snow or ice onto
bike paths.
Body
DRAFTER'S ANALYSIS:  This winter, there have been complaints that private property owners are depositing
snow and ice on City bike paths.  Bike paths are heavily used components of the City’s transportation
infrastructure and are cleared of snow and ice by the City.  This ordinance specifically adds bike paths to the
list of properties upon which one cannot deposit snow or ice.  Currently that list includes sidewalks, roadways
or streets, and the non-adjacent private property of another.  Bike paths should be afforded the same
protections as roadways and streets for the purposes of this ordinance.  By amending this ordinance to
specifically include bike paths, the City will be recognizing that bike paths should be entitled to the same level
of protection as other means of transportation.  In addition, this amendment will allow the City to take
enforcement action against persons currently depositing snow and ice on the City bike paths.
***********************************************************************************
The Common Council of the City of Madison do hereby ordain as follows:

Subsection (2) of Section 10.23 entitled “Obstruction of Streets and Sidewalks” of the Madison General
Ordinances is amended to read as follows: “(2) Any person depositing snow or ice from private property
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upon any sidewalk, roadway or street, bike path or upon the non-adjacent private property of another without
consent, or causing or ordering the same to be done shall be subject to a fine of not less than fifty dollars
($50) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200).

(a) In addition to its commonly understood meaning, for the purposes of this Subsection only, the
term "private property" includes any portion of the public right-of-way abutting the private
property in question, such as the sidewalk, terrace, or driveway apron.”
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