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File #: 30152 Version: 1 Name: Authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to accept a
grant from the Wisconsin State Energy Office for the
testing of compostable bioplastics in an anaerobic
digester and the use of material shredding devices
for preparing source separated organics for an anae

Type: Resolution Status: Passed

File created: 5/14/2013 In control: BOARD OF ESTIMATES (ended 4/2017)

On agenda: 6/4/2013 Final action: 6/4/2013

Enactment date: Enactment #: RES-13-00421

Title: Authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to accept a grant from the Wisconsin State Energy Office for the

testing of compostable bioplastics in an anaerobic digester and the use of material shredding devices
for preparing source separated organics for an anaerobic digester, and amending the 2013 Streets
Division and Fleet Service Divison Operating Budgets as appropriate.

Sponsors: Paul R. Soglin, David Ahrens, Paul E. Skidmore, Lisa Subeck, Michael E. Verveer, Larry Palm
Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:
Date Ver. Action By Action Result
6/4/2013 1 COMMON COUNCIL Adopt Pass
6/4/2013 1 BOARD OF ESTIMATES (ended RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL TO ADOPT Pass

4/2017) (15 VOTES REQUIRED) - REPORT OF
OFFICER

5/21/2013 1 COMMON COUNCIL Referred
5/14/2013 1 Streets Division Referred for Introduction

Fiscal Note

Total program costs are estimated at $92,000. Of this amount, $43,000 is sought as a grant from the
Wisconsin State Energy Office (SEQO), and $15,000 would be derived from in-kind personnel support from the
P Squared Group. The remaining $34,000 would be provided as in-kind support from the City of Madison. This
support would consist of $17,000 in personnel costs for designing outreach to pilot participants, restaurants,
and grocers. An additional $17,000 would be provided as in-kind support for equipment costs for front end
loaders and related handling equipment at the Olin Avenue transfer facility, and for trucks hauling material from
Madison to Oshkosh. Funds for the Streets Division's matching requirements of the grant are contained in the
2013 Streets Division Operating Budget. There is no impact upon the tax levy.

The 2013 Operating Budget amendment would be as follows:

Streets Division:

GNO01-54950-637000 Consulting Services: $15,000

Gn01-58599-637000 Fixed Assets: $20,760

GNO01-56550-637000 Fleet Service charges to Streets: $ 7,240

GNO01-73219-637000 State Grant Revenue: ($43,000)
Net Levy impact $0

Fleet Service:
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IM01-55470-550000 Diesel fuel: $7,240

IM01-59630-550000 Revenue from Streets: ($7.240)
Net Levy Impact $0

Title

Authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to accept a grant from the Wisconsin State Energy Office for the testing
of compostable bioplastics in an anaerobic digester and the use of material shredding devices for preparing
source separated organics for an anaerobic digester, and amending the 2013 Streets Division and Fleet
Service Divison Operating Budgets as appropriate.

Body
WHEREAS, The Streets Divison is collecting source separated organics (SSO) from 500 Madison households
and several businesses in its Organics Collection Pilot program; and,

WHEREAS, The Streets Divison's plan for handling the SSO it would collect in a full scale program involves
the use of an anaerobic digester; and,

WHEREAS, The Streets Division is using compostable plastic bags made from different bioplastic resins in the
pilot program; and,

WHEREAS, The Streets Division would like to see if it will be necessary to shred the SSO before putting it into
the anaerobic digester; and,

WHEREAS, The Streets Division would like to analyze the potential of the plastic bags to generate biogas,
analyze the properties of the digestate resulting from the process, and assess the extent to which the
bioplastic bags decompose during the process; and,

WHEREAS, The Wisconsin State Energy Office (SEO) is interested in advancing the use of SSO as a
feedstock for anaerobic digestation, the decomposition properties of bioplastics in an anaerobic digester, and
the need for shredding of feedstock prior to use in digesters; and,

WHEREAS, the SEO assembled a team consisting of the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, P Squared Group,
and the Center for a Competitive Waste Industry to assist in the testing of the bioplastics and shredding
devices; and,

WHEREAS, the SEO awarded a grant to the City of Madison to test the compostability of bioplastic bags and
the effectiveness of shredding devices for use with an anaerobic digester;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to accept a grant from
the SEO for the testing of bioplastic bags and shredding devices; and

BE FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Streets Division is authorized to collaborate with the team that has been
assembled by the SEO in conducting this research.
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