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Commemorating January 27, 2023, as International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Body
WHEREAS, the Holocaust was the state-sponsored, systematic persecution and annihilation of European
Jewry by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. At least six million Jews were
murdered. Roma, people with disabilities, and Poles were also targeted for destruction or decimation. Millions
more, including gay men and political dissidents, also suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi
tyranny; and,

WHEREAS, on January 27, 1945, Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz, the largest Nazi killing center and
concentration camp complex where approximately 1.1 million people had been murdered; and,

WHEREAS, the United Nations General Assembly passed Resolution 60/7 on November 1, 2005, to designate
January 27 as International Holocaust Remembrance Day to commemorate and remember the Holocaust and
its victims and; and,

WHEREAS, the theme of the 2023 International Holocaust Remembrance Day is Home and Belonging, which
encourages the exploration of “how victims adjusted their ideas of ‘home’ and ‘belonging’ as they faced the
violent, antisemitic onslaught during the Holocaust, and what ‘home’ and ‘belonging’ meant to survivors”; and,

WHEREAS, the history of the Holocaust offers an opportunity to reflect on the moral responsibilities of
individuals, societies, and governments; and,

WHEREAS, we the people of Madison should always remember the terrible events of the Holocaust and
remain vigilant against hatred, persecution, and tyranny;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Madison Common Council and Mayor commemorate January
27, 2023, as International Holocaust Remembrance Day in memory of the victims of the Holocaust and in
honor of its survivors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all Madisonians should work to promote human dignity and confront hate
whenever and wherever it occurs.

Sources
https://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/DOR_Proclamation_for_Mayors_2022.pdf
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/international-holocaust-remembrance-day
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N05/487/96/PDF/N0548796.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.un.org/en/outreach-programme-holocaust/2023
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/killing-centers-an-overview
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/auschwitz-key-dates
https://www.ushmm.org/remember/international-holocaust-remembrance-day
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/auschwitz
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