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Fiscal Note
No expenditure required.

Title
Amending Section 2.205 of the Madison General Ordinances to establish that the election for President and President

Pro Tem shall be conducted by instant runoff procedures.

Body
The Common Council of the City of Madison do hereby ordain as follows:

Sec. 2.205 entitled "President and President Pro Tem" of the Madison General Ordinances is amended to read as follows:

"2.205 PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT PRO TEM.
(1) The Common Council shall at its organizational meeting on the third Tuesday of April of each year, elect

one member of the Council to act as president of the Council and another member to act as president pro
tem of the Common Council, pursuant to the provision of Section 62.09(8)(e), Wisconsin Statutes. The
president pro tem of the Common Council shall act during the absence, inability or disability of the
president.

(2) The election for President and President Pro Tem shall be conducted by the council voting by instant
runoff procedures.  Each alder shall complete a secret written ballot.  The ballot shall list all alders.  The
ballot is to be completed by placing a numeral 1 next to the name of the alder's first choice for the
position, a numeral 2 next to the alder's second choice, a numeral 3 next to the alder's third choice, etc.
There is no limit to the number of choices an alder may mark.  If no alder obtains a majority of the first
choice votes, the alder with the fewest first choice votes is eliminated from further consideration and, as
to those ballots which listed the eliminated candidate as first choice, the second choice candidate shall
be counted as first choice.  The process of elimination shall continue and third, fourth, fifth, etc., choices
may become first choices, until a candidate obtains a majority and is elected to the position.  If all the
choices on a ballot are eliminated, that ballot is not counted in any subsequent counting of ballots.  In the
event of a tie, an additional ballot shall be distributed and the process repeated.

(3) Nominations for the positions of President and President Pro Tem may be made from the floor.  Any alder
may refuse a nomination.  During balloting, the Mayor shall preside over the Council (unless it shall
devolve into a Committee of the Whole) and the Clerk shall tabulate the ballots."
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