City of Madison Viadison, Wi 53703

°~

) www.cityofmadison.com
’l'lz:."-— 54-;- 0:’:
ey Legislation Text

File #: 83214, Version: 2

Fiscal Note

No fiscal impact.
Title
SUBSTITUTE -

City of Madison Page 1 of 4 Printed on 2/21/2026

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

2

File #: 83214, Version

Printed on 2/21/2026

Page 2 of 4

City of Madison

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: 83214, Version: 2

WHEREAS, on Monday April 29, 2024, UW-Madison students joined over 120 universities internationally, part

of the Popular University for Gaza movement by establishing an encampment on Library Mall, with goals of
calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza and disclosure and divestment from occupation,
borders and prisons from Palestine to Teejop; and,

WHEREAS, the “Wisconsin Idea” is signified as a general principle “that education should influence people’s
lives beyond the boundaries of the classroom”; and,

WHEREAS, students chose to set up tents, sleeping bags and permanent shelters overnight on campus
property; and,

WHEREAS, student organizers maintained a peaceful presence at all times, establishing community
quidelines including not engaging with counter-protesters, assuming best intentions, and seeking to create a
community of understanding and respect; and,

WHEREAS, student organizers emphasized out-of-class education and community building, through hosting
activities including prayer, teach-ins, guest speakers, open mics, pop-up libraries, therapy and wellness
spaces, meditations, movie screenings, art-making, t-shirt printmaking, Dabke dancing, Shabbat, providing
protective circles for daily Muslims prayers; and,
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WHEREAS, communication from UW-Madison administration and University of Wisconsin Police Department
(UWPD) to students, organizers, and elected officials did not achieve the goal of transparency and de-
escalation leading up to the incident on May 1; and,

WHEREAS, on May 1, 2024, the peace at Library Mall was broken when under the authority of UWPD and
assisted by Madison Police Department (MPD), Dane County Sheriff's Office (DCSQ), and Wisconsin State
Patrol initiated an operation to remove student tents; and,

WHEREAS, during the operation on May 1, 2024, there were numerous eye-witness reports and photographic
evidence of UWPD, MPD, DCSO, and state troopers using tactics, including the use of batons, knees on the
upper back, stripping clothes, and other forms of physical use of force on UW-Madison students and faculty;
and,

WHEREAS, the continued communication since May 1 has led to de-escalation between the organizers and
UW-Madison Administration, during ongoing negotiations; and,

WHEREAS, a broad range of supporters, including campus and community organizations, UW-Madison
faculty and staff, elected officials, and community members have called on UW-Madison to prioritize First
Amendment rights, allow the peaceful protest and encampment, provide full transparency to students and
organizers, and continue good faith negotiation efforts with student organizers; and,

WHEREAS, the impetus behind the student-led organized movement is shaped by mounting concerns and
personal impact of violence in Gaza in which after over 200 days of violence without a permanent ceasefire,
the Gaza Ministry of Health reports that armed violence has claimed the lives of over 34,000 people including
more than 13,000 children and over 1,700 Israelis, as well as the taking of 250 hostages;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Madison Common Council commends the student organizers for
exercising their First Amendment rights, signifying the Wisconsin Idea, and engaging in civil disobedience for
beliefs they strongly hold.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Madison Common Council urges Chancellor Jennifer Mnookin and UW-
Madison leadership to prioritize protecting free speech and allow the encampment to continue during ongoing
negotiations with student organizers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Madison Common Council condemns the ongoing indiscriminate bombing,
violence, and displacement of civilians in Gaza carried out by the Israeli Government, as well as the Hamas
attack on October 7.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Madison Common Council reaffirms its commitment to an immediate and
permanent ceasefire, as stated in the December 5, 2023, resolution that passed unanimously, along with the
release of all hostages and prisoners.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Madison Common Council condemns any acts of antisemitism,
islamophobia, and hatred in any and all forms.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Chancellor Jennifer Mnookin.
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