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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #: 25234 Version: 1 Name: Requesting the state of Wisconsin apologize for the
practice of sterilizing residents and pay restitution to
any victims who are alive.

Type: Resolution Status: Passed

File created: 1/30/2012 In control: COMMON COUNCIL

On agenda: 2/7/2012 Final action: 2/7/2012

Enactment date: 2/10/2012 Enactment #: RES-12-00077

Title: Encouraging the state of Wisconsin to apologize for the practice of sterilizing residents and pay
restitution to any victims who are alive.

Sponsors: Anita Weier, Michael E. Verveer, Satya V. Rhodes-Conway, Chris Schmidt

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 1. Feb 8 2003 TCT Article.pdf, 2. Feb 8 2003 TCT Article 2.pdf

Date Ver. Action By Action Result

2/7/2012 1 COMMON COUNCIL Adopt Under Suspension of Rules 2.04, Pass
2.05,2.24, and 2.25

1/30/2012 1 Council Office RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL TO ADOPT

UNDER SUSPENSION OF RULES 2.04,
2.05,2.24, & 2.25 - MISC. ITEMS

Fiscal Note

No appropriation required.

Title

Encouraging the state of Wisconsin to apologize for the practice of sterilizing residents and pay restitution
to any victims who are alive.

Body

WHEREAS, Wisconsin was one of many states that previously sterilized people during the eugenics
movement of the 20th century; and,

WHEREAS, the practice of sterilizing residents of the Wisconsin Home for the Feebleminded (Northern
Wisconsin Center for the Developmentally Disabled) and the Wisconsin Hospital for the Insane (Winnebago
Mental Health Institute) occurred from 1913 to 1963; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin sterilized 1,823 "mental defectives" -- nine of 10 of them women, and,

WHEREAS, some states have apologized for the practice and one is contemplating payment to any of the
sterilized who still live,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Madison Common Council encourages the state of
Wisconsin to apologize for the practice and pay restitution to any victims who remain alive.

City of Madison Page 1 of 1 Printed on 4/2/2026

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

