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Projected fatality rate for people 
walking spiked 21% for largest ever 
year over year increase





5 out of 6 occurred at night (mostly after midnight)

6 out of 6 occurred off-peak traffic hours

2021: 6 fatal crashes

4 out of 6 occurred on segments where the posted speed limit is 35 mph or greater

3 out of 6 potentially involved alcohol

Fatal Crash



Date Location Direction Night or Day Description

Potential Factors 
(Preliminary, as Flagged 

by Wisconsin 
Community Maps, Still 

Under Police 
Investigation)

4/3/21 3800 E Wash Outbound Night Pedestrian hit by motor vehicle while 
crossing against the green light

Under Investigation 
Potential Alcohol

6/14/21 3700 E Wash Inbound Night Pedestrian hit by motor vehicle crossing 
mid-block, no crosswalk.  

Under investigation
Potential Alcohol
Potential Drug

6/26/21 Wash/Patterson Inbound Night Hit and Run of pedestrian crossing 
against the green light

Speed
Potential Alcohol

7/2/21 Wash/Pawling Outbound Day

Biker rode into the roadway without 
looking, driver didn’t see or react to him.  
Biker was in a marked cross-walk, no 
traffic signals or flashing warning lights.

Potential Speed
Inattentiveness

7/14/21 Wash/Interstate Outbound Night Pedestrian hit by vehicle while crossing 
mid-block on freeway Freeway

9/20/21 Wash/Lien Inbound Night

Pedestrian stopped in the roadway, turned 
around and stayed in the roadway as 
traffic approached.  Driver did not see him 
and collided with him, no evidence speed 
was a factor.

Inattentiveness 



2020 
Dane 
County 
Crash 
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Data from UW 
TOPS Lab 
WisTransPortal





Interim High Injury Network

• About 2/3 of all 
fatalities occur 
on 10% of 
streets

• About 3/4 of all 
severe injuries 
occur on 10% of 
streets



Vision Zero and Other Funding 
Improvements on E Washington Ave

• Continental crosswalks & improved 
lighting at East Washington & Marquette

• RRFB at E Washington & Butler

• RRFB at E Washington & Rethke

• RRFB at E Washington & Blount

• RRFB at E Washington & 2nd

• Ped crossing signs at E Washington & 
Lexington

• Continental crosswalks & ped crossing 
signs at East Washington & Schmedemen

• Upgraded all crosswalks from Pinckney to 
Baldwin to continental crosswalks

• Installing bollards on median at E 
Washington/Livingston (should be done in 2 
weeks)

• Reduced speed limit from Pinckney to Baldwin to 
25 mph

• Reduced speed limit from Baldwin to Marquette 
to 30 mph

• Retimed traffic lights to promote reduced speed



Additional Interim 
Measures So Far
• Reducing capacity on weekends 

through barrels
• Improved lighting/tree trimming
• Signal timing adjustments
• Message boards
• Speed boards
• Experiment with creative messaging
• Increased enforcement: over 2,500 

warnings and citations issued 



E Washington Ave
Traffic Complaints

• 731 Traffic Complaints City-Wide
• 120 (16%) mention E Wash
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E Washington Ave
Citations & Warnings

City-Wide
• 13,026 Citations and Warnings 

• 7% decrease compared to 2019
• 1,616 as the result of crash investigations
• 3,659 as part of grant-funded OT initiatives
• 3,144 by (5) TEST Officers

E Washington Ave
• 2,510 Proactive (not crash based) 

Citations and Warnings
• 21% of all citations and warnings in 2021 

issued city-wide
• 1,130 as result of Traffic Grants
• 479 issued by TEST Officers 0
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E Washington Ave
Grant-Funded OT Traffic Enforcement Grants

• Total of 150 Grant Deployments
• 50 on E Washington Ave
• 33% of all grants
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Upcoming Measures: Creative Messaging



Upcoming Measures: Creative Bus Ads



Upcoming Measures: Experimenting with 
gateway lane narrowing using delineators





Speed Reduction Done

Future Speed Reduction

Upcoming Measures: 
Expand Speed Limit 
Reduction Zone



Upcoming Measures: Expand Crosswalk 
Treatments



Longer Term Improvements
• More fundamental redesign
• Aggressive TDM 

(Transportation Demand 
Management)

• Modal shift from single 
occupancy vehicles to 
transit, bike and walk

• Reduction in VMT (Vehicle 
Miles Traveled)

• Automatic enforcement
• Socio-economic & culture
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