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Update: Food Scraps

• 2011: Began with curbside collection of about 500 volunteer homes 
and a handful of businesses.



Update: Food Scraps

• 2011 to 2018: Processors 
change three times. 

• The program tries to grow 
while changes in processors. 

• Eventually peaks at 1,100 
volunteer homes and 40 
businesses.



Update: Food Scraps

• 2018: Program paused after we were no longer able to 
bring City material due to contamination issues.



Update: Food Scraps

• 2019: Tried a very small and 
limited term pilot with new 
name “Food Scraps Recycling” 

• Very concerted effort of 
blocking contamination from 
entering the truck by peeking 
into the carts before they 
were dumped.

• This peek & dump made clean 
food but very slow - can't be 
replicated citywide.



Update: Food Scraps

• 2020: Drop-off sites! 

• By making it a drive-to 
location, more likely to be 
clean

• More residents can 
participate than a curbside 
limited pilot area 

• Pandemic likely depressed 
participation, but the stuff 
was clean 



Update: Food Scraps

• 2021: Although we were able to bring the clean 
Drop Off Sites material to the anaerobic 
biodigester in Middleton – They stopped accepting 
all food scraps to focus just on processing cow 
manure (including UW-Madison)

• This left us without a place to go so the program 
paused again…



Update: Food Scraps

• 2019 – Grant from the EPA:

“Feasibility Study for a Regional 
Food Waste Digester”

• March 2021: 63893 Accepting 
the Final Anaerobic Digester 
Feasibility Study from 
EcoEngineers.

https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=9233854&GUID=71C8B18E-CD8D-429E-83A8-68EB8DEAB2F5


Update: Food Scraps

• January 2021 (2.5 Years)

“City of Madison Accepted into 
Great Lakes Cohort of NRDC’s 
Food Matters Initiative”

• The other communities in the 
Great Lakes cohort include 
Chicago, Cincinnati, Make Food 
Not Waste in Detroit, and the 
Solid Waste Authority of Central 
Ohio for Franklin County. 

https://www.cityofmadison.com/news/city-of-madison-accepted-into-great-lakes-cohort-of-nrdcs-food-matters-initiative


Update: Food Scraps

• 08/31/2021 - Resolution

• 66663

• “Adopting a Resolution to 
address food waste that has the 
support of the Sustainable 
Madison Committee and the 
Madison Food Policy Council”

• “Sets a food waste diversion goal 
of 50% from the landfill by 2030 
and commits to establishing 
metrics for measuring and 
tracking progress.”

https://madison.legistar.com/ViewReport.ashx?M=R&N=Master&GID=205&ID=5069612&GUID=4FA32CE4-A200-4BEF-97EB-A065D32ADE04&Extra=WithText&Title=Legislation+Details+(With+Text)


Update: Food Scraps

• Awareness Campaign:

• “Plan, Use, Create and Scrap.”

• https://www.cityofmadison.com
/streets/food-scraps/

https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/food-scraps/


Update: Food Scraps

• 67131 City of Madison 
Sponsorship of the Annual 
Compost Bin and Rain Barrel 
Community Event.

https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5116939&GUID=A4CD54C0-0F35-4800-BB5D-97D1D3953192&Options=ID|Text|&Search=compost


Update: Food Scraps

• NREL: Waste-to-
Energy Technical 
Assistance Grant 
(40 Hours)



Update: Food Scraps

• Shhh…



Update: Food Scraps

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/with-clock-ticking-on-dane-
county-landfill-focus-turns-to-reducing-food-waste/article_f9a230f3-5d08-5471-b26f-
11e6de370d65.html

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/wisconsin-landfill-study-finds-
tons-literally-of-wasted-food/article_3d95cda8-6cbe-5902-a01b-bf041296d83d.html

https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/with-clock-ticking-on-dane-county-landfill-focus-turns-to-reducing-food-waste/article_f9a230f3-5d08-5471-b26f-11e6de370d65.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/environment/wisconsin-landfill-study-finds-tons-literally-of-wasted-food/article_3d95cda8-6cbe-5902-a01b-bf041296d83d.html
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Stacie Reece (she/her/hers)
Sustainability Program Coordinator
City of Madison | Office of the Mayor
Room 403, City-County Building
210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Madison, Wisconsin 53703
Tel 608 261 9823 | Cell 608 620 5421
Email sreece@cityofmadison.com
Web http://www.cityofmadison.com

Source: RENEW Wisconsin

THANK YOU! – Q & A
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