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Defining the Issue

* A parenting minor has limited personal rights, let alone parental
rights under current Wisconsin Law.

* Wisconsin is a state that has very strict emancipation rules,
meaning minors are provided few legal rights / options when it
comes to being parents of their own children.

« emancipation2014.pdf (wahrs.orq)

 Finally, what does it mean to "shelter" a minor?
« Child Welfare Facility Licensing - Group Homes, Residential Care Centers,

Shelters, Child Placing Agencies | Wisconsin Department of Children and
Families



http://wahrs.org/resourcesAssets/emancipation2014.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cwlicensing

What currently happens?

Briarpatch Shelter is (often) the assumed resource for expecting and
parenting minors, who are also experiencing housing insecurity.

* However, we have restrictions regarding who we serve and how we serve
youth. This is often based on age (12-17) and expertise (runaway and
homeless teens) and of course State Legislation and guidelines.

« Many assumptions are made about what can be done for a parenting teen.

* In some cases, the child of the child is resourced through county social
services (CPS) or deferred to the parent(s) of the teen parent.
« But what happens if the teen parent lacks appropriate caretakers?

« They struggle, and are often neglected, fending for themselves with little protection
and legal support.



Stakeholder must be mindful, aware,

Sta rt| N g and realistic about the challenges

when confronting this issue;

POl nt A * Prepare for a significant increase in

public investment.

n eed fO r  Realistic organizational capacity to

serve the challenges of a teen and an

I nfrastru C infant / baby.

» Address legislative barriers and
tu re liability issues which are massively
restrictive.




Is It worth the
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http://www.wahrs.org/
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