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Dane County PARC and Ride Grant Application- Cannonball Path and Aldo Leopold Park Shred to School
Grant Narrative

This grant request will help fund the proposed “Shred to School” (StS) trail to be located along the
Cannonball Path in near southwest Madison. The Cannonball Path is a paved shared-use path that travels
from Fish Hatchery Road over the Beltline to Verona Road. In 2022, the City of Madison will be extending
the Cannonball Path to the Wingra Creek Path with connections to Wright Middle School.

Along its route the Cannonball Path connects to the Southwest Path, the Capital City Path, the Badger
State Trail and the Military Ridge Trail. It also is a route for bicyclists to connect to the Seminole Mountain
Bike Trails and the Quarry Ridge Mountain Bike Trails from southern Madison.

Aldo Leopold Park, located adjacent to the Cannonball Path, is a neighborhood park, owned and managed
by Madison Parks. The park is 11 acres in size and features a picnic shelter, playground, basketball courts,
paved paths, park benches, a sledding hill, and community gardens. Aldo Leopold Elementary School
shares a property boundary with Aldo Leopold Park. The Cannonball Path, as identified in the Dane County
Parks Park and Open Space Plan, runs along the western property line. The StS will bring another
recreational opportunity to this already popular trail, providing an off-road riding experience to get from
home to school and back again for the students of Aldo Leopold School.

In mountain biking parlance to “shred” is to ride a trail with particular fervor, passion, speed, skill, and/or
style. The intention of this facility is to design a single track chip seal bike trail with fun and challenging
features that starts on the south side of the bridge over the Beltline, proceeds in the right of way of the
Cannonball Path, past Aldo Leopold Park and connecting to the school campus and Post Road. We are
certain that providing this fun and exciting way to get some exercise, improve your biking skills, and get
yourself to school will prove a hit with the students of Aldo Leopold School as well as bikers along the
Cannonball Path.

Aldo Leopold Park is a neighborhood park, owned and managed by Madison Parks. It is located in near
southwest Madison, and is adjacent to Aldo Leopold School. A student photography study, completed by
the Aldo Leopold students in 2017, identified bicycle facilities as an important addition to the school
grounds and area surrounding the school. Additionally, the Neighborhood Resource Team, a group of
residents and city staff focused on providing assistance to the residents of the neighborhood, have
recognized the importance of this project and assisted Madison Parks in implementing it.

The trail will be about 3,500 linear feet, and located in the green space to the east of the paved Cannonball
Path. Each feature will have an alternative route that does not require one to navigate the feature, this
will allow bicyclists to design their own adventure that suits their current skill set. Both north and south
bound traffic will be accommodated.



The StS will serve a racially diverse school and neighborhood. The demographics of Aldo Leopold School
are as follows:

e Hispanic 38%

o African American 28%

e White 24%

e Asian 3%

e Multi-racial 7%

The area is also mixed income with some of the highest rates of economically disadvantaged students in
the City. The area has a low rate of owner occupied housing (29% for these neighborhoods on average
vs. 49.3% city-wide). Finally, the neighborhoods served by the StS have a high percentage of households
with children below 17 years of age (29% vs. 17.5% city-wide).

People of color, people living with lower incomes, and people who are otherwise marginalized (because
of gender, age, home language, etc.) often suffer disproportionately from chronic diseases, such as
obesity, diabetes, depression, hyper tension, and heart disease as well as others. This is caused by barriers
to health care, lack of access to healthy foods, and barriers to opportunities for active and healthy lifestyle
choices.

Access to parks and recreation services provides mental, physical and spiritual benefits for the community.
While this Shred to School trail cannot address all these issues, it will provide a unique recreational
opportunity, close to home, for many disadvantaged youth. Youth in this neighborhood are served by a
number of opportunities to get bikes through programs like Wheels for Winners and Free Bikes 4 Kids so
bike access is not an issue. However, the students have said they would like fun places to ride.

We anticipate these new feature along the Cannonball Path will be very popular. Between the children
that live in the housing that surrounds the park, the over 700 students that attend Aldo Leopold School
and the thousands of bicyclists that use the Cannonball Path in any given week, the feature will be heavily
used. The StS will also add an element of fun to bike education classes that are currently ongoing at
Leopold Park with local youth. This facility will also help facilitate the riding skills needed to eventually
have the confidence needed to ride the other local mountain bike trails.

The 2018 to 2023 Madison Parks and Open Space Plan identified recreational biking as a need for the
Madison park system. The StS, as well as other single track bike features for Aldo Leopold Park were
identified in the recently completed Madison Bicycle Adventure Trail (MadBAT) Feasibility Study.

Madison Parks has developed the concept drawings and early engineering drawings for this project. The
land it will be built on is owned and managed by the City of Madison. The project is included in the Parks
Capital Improvements Plan and we plan to complete it in late 2022 or early 2023, pending review and
approval by Common Council and the Mayor. Madison Parks would welcome Dane County as a partner
in this exciting and important project.
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