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Today's Purpose

• Not only to prevent children from being at risk

• Ensure they are thriving and flourishing with the support of high-
quality guidelines and standards

• Help Early Childhood be more successful!



Today's Agenda
• Project Background

• Needs Assessment Survey

• Policy Scan

• Overlapping Trends

• Project Recommendations

• Concluding Thoughts

• Reflections &/or Questions



Project Background



Project Background
• Need

• Support for Wisconsin early care and education (ECE) providers

• Purpose
• Needs Assessment for child care health consultants (CCHCs)

• Partnership
• Funded by the Preschool Development Grant
• Partnered with the Wisconsin Department of Children & Families
• Report submitted this past December 2020

• Process
•Needs Assessment Survey
•Policy Scan



What is a Child Care Health Consultant 
(CCHC)?
CFOC Standard 1.6.0.11

• Defines CCHCs as "a licensed health professional with education and 
experience in child and community health and child care and preferably 
specialized training in child care health consultation.”

• CCHC role within Early Care and Education1:
• Provide general health expertise & answer questions

• Conduct health and safety assessments

• Interpret health and safety standards

• Refer to community resources

• Connect families to a primary care medical home when necessary

https://nrckids.org/cfoc/database/1.6.0.1#:~:text=0.1%3A%20Child%20Care%20Health%20Consultants,in%20child%20care%20health%20consultation.


Evidence for CCHC programs

• Improved written health and safety policies and health practices 2

• Increased rates of recommended vaccines, well-child physicals, and 
use of medical care homes among children in the study 3

• Support children's health needs through collaboration with primary 
care medical homes 4



Needs Assessment Survey



Needs Assessment Survey Participation

• 35 Wisconsin ECE providers from July 21, 2020 to August 12, 2020
• All five of DCF regions represented



Needs Assessment Survey- Summary

• Varied guidelines to create health policies

• Limited familiarity with CFOC

• Challenging general health & mental health needs

• Expressed need for health consultation

• Consultation with CCHCs on variety of topics

• Trust in nurses & clinicians as CCHCs

• Virtual consultation

• Resources to help parents accept guidance from CCHCs



Policy Scan



Policy Scan- Process

• Wisconsin ECE providers' online health policies

• Of 4,537 providers, 550 online health policies found and 
analyzed

• Provider exclusion/inclusion guidelines for five health topics 
were compared to the CFOC standards and scored based on 
alignment with CFOC
• Fever, Lice, Pinkeye, Ringworm, Vomiting



Policy Scan- Findings

• Average overall scores indicate divergence between center 
policies and the CFOC standards

• Overall average score = 3.5

• No online policy was found that matched the CFOC standards on 
all five health topics

• Scores of 2 were fairly uncommon within health topics

• Highest score = 7



Policy Scan- Findings Cont'd

• Wide variation in health policies

• Depth of definitions and number of health topics covered

• Sources used to create policies

• Templates, policy samples, links to online resources, 
communicable disease chart

• Some policies referenced state licensing policies and laws



Overlapping Trends

• Needs Assessment Survey & Policy Scan identified overlaps
• Variety of resources and sources used by ECE providers to develop health policies, 

Variety of policies

• Lack of familiarity of CFOC guidelines, 
High variance of CFOC guidelines with ECE providers health policies

• Expressed interest from ECE providers for support on health related challenges,
Expressed desire & identified need for CCHC guidance on health policies



Recommendations & 
Obstacles 
on the Path Toward 
Healthy Children



Project Recommendations
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Project Recommendations:
CCHC pilot program

• Role filled by registered nurse with oversight from physician

• Experience in pediatrics/working with children and 
consultation

• Virtual consultation for majority of ECE program needs

• Expansion option to increase consultation services as needs 
& budget allow

• Scope & scale developed through collaboration with DCF



Recommendations & 
Obstacles 
on the Path Toward 
Healthy Children



Project Recommendations:
Centralized & Consistent Resources

• Centralized website or landing page
• Current websites commonly used by ECE providers could hyperlink to 

bridge to this centralized page

• Easily accessible CFOC Standards

• Others available aligned resources could include sample policies 
or templates



Recommendations & 
Obstacles 
on the Path Toward 
Healthy Children



Project Recommendations:
Training to support pilot & resource awareness

• For Wisconsin child care licensing & ECE providers

• To promote awareness of CCHC pilot program

• To reduce any barriers to participation

• Offer opportunities for input on program design process

• To promote collaboration between ECE providers with CCHC

• To support ECE providers on communication of CCHC program with families

• To encourage application of aligned resources on future health policies



Recommendations & 
Obstacles 
on the Path Toward 
Healthy Children



Summary & Concluding Thoughts



Any Other Reflections &/ Questions



Thank you!
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