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April 7, 2021
To: Property Owners along Helena St., Jenifer St., and Russell St.
Re: Proposed Street Reconstruction & Utility Replacement Project & Public Hearing

The City of Madison is proposing to reconstruct portions of Helena St., Jenifer St., and Russell St. in 2021. Enclosed
with this letter is a fact sheet with some details on the proposed project, which includes a map of the project limits. Also
enclosed is a notification for the Public Hearing before the Board of Public Works, which will be held virtually over Zoom.
The date and time of the public hearing can be found on the notification, and, once available, links to register for the public
hearing can be found at www.cityofmadison.com/clerk. Additionally, the project will be discussed at the Transportation
Commission on April 14, at Spm, which will primarily involve a discussion on the street width for Helena St., which is
described further below. Registration information for this meeting can also be found on the Clerk’s website.

We have reviewed the responses to the pre-design survey that was sent out this winter and have also reviewed the project area
with City Forestry to come up with two options for the street design on Helena St. The options initially presented in the
survey were: a 28 ft. option that maintains parking on both sides of the street (with slight narrowing to work around existing
trees), and a 26 ft. option that would include parking on one side of the street and would provide some additional terrace space
to help preserve existing trees, provide more space for new tree plantings, and other benefits of a wider terrace. 61% of the
survey respondents on Helena St. preferred the 26 ft. wide option.

We are currently proposing to reconstruct Helena St. at 26 ft. with parking on one side along with some small bumpouts near
the intersections to help preserve some existing trees while also providing some benefit to the pedestrian crossings (parking
will be restricted in the bumpout areas). The side of the street with parking allowed could alternate between the blocks to help
provide some additional traffic calming effects. The existing street sweeping parking restrictions will still remain.
Additionally, we anticipate that there will be approximately 10-14 terrace tree replacements and new plantings on these blocks
of Helena St. (depending on locations of underground utilities, etc.) The wider terrace space will provide for additional soil
volume for these trees, which will allow City Forestry to choose from several different tree species with wider canopies. At
the current terrace width (28 ft. wide street), the soil volume available and spacing to the curb and sidewalk really limits the
species options that could be planted in the narrower terraces.

Both the 26 ft. option and the 28 ft. option will be presented to the Transportation Commission for their input and
recommendations. Staff will also present the speed data collected on Jenifer St. for their consideration of the speed humps. A
slight majority (56%) of the respondents on Jenifer St. preferred that the speed humps be installed, but, under our traffic
calming program, we have typically required at least 60% in favor for installation of speed humps. The final design will
ultimately need to be approved by the Common Council, guided by the recommendations from the Transportation
Commission and the Board of Public Works.

This project will involve special assessments to the owners of property adjacent to the project. Property owners will be
assessed for various items included with this proposed project, and the costs of some of those items are assessed entirely to the



owner. A table detailing the City’s standard assessment policy is also included on the fact sheet.

Also enclosed is a Schedule of Assessments, which shows the estimated costs for each property adjacent to the project. After
the work is complete, a final assessment will be calculated based on bid prices and work actually performed. The final
assessment, which will be billed the year following completion of construction, is payable in one lump sum or over a period of
8 years, with 2% interest charged on the unpaid balance. We will also request that the Board of Public Works recommend that
the 8 year period be extended to 15 years for this project.

To request accommodations for special needs or disabilities or if you have any other questions regarding this project, please
contact the Project Engineer. This includes requests relating to the Public Hearing and also requests relating to the actual

operations of construction. A list of contacts for this project can be found on the enclosed fact sheet.

RFP:;jmw

Cc by email: Ald. Rummel
Brian Benford (brianbenford00@gmail.com)
Christy Bachmann
Kyle Frank
Yang Tao
Mark Winter
Renee Callaway
Ed Ruckriegel
Cindy Mierow

Marla Eddy
Jeremy Nash
Greg Fries

Janet Schmidt
Dane County 911
Charles Romine
Aaron Leair

Sincerely,

Robert F. Phillips, P.E.
City Engineer

Mick Howan, School District Transportation, mjhowan@madison.k12.wi.us
Jeff Fedler, Madison School District Transportation Coordinator, jfedler@madison.k12.wi.us
Jason Fenske, Badger Bus Lines, jasonfi@badgerbus.com




NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
FOR
PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
FOR
PUBLIC WORKS IMPROVEMENTS
MADISON, WISCONSIN

PART 1

The Common Council of the City of Madison, Wisconsin, having heretofore decided that it is expedient and
necessary that the improvements as listed in Part II hereof be improved at the expense of the property thereby on
which would be conferred some special benefit.

NOW, THEREFORE, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:

That the City Engineer has prepared plans, specifications, a proposed schedule of assessments, and an estimate of the
entire costs of the improvement for each of the districts listed in Part II hereof, and;

That the plans, specifications, a proposed schedule of assessments, and an estimate of the entire cost of the
improvements listed hereto are available and open to inspection by all interested persons in the office of the City
Engineer, Room 115, City-County Building, 210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and will so continue to be for ten (10)
working days from the first published date of this notice, (please email Board of Public Works,

boardofpublicworks@cityofmadison.com) and;

That on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021 AT 5:30 P.M., the Board of Public Works will be held remotely and the
public can attend using a laptop or call in by phone. If you would like instruction on how to participate, please email
boardofpublicworks@cityofmadison.com The Board will consider any objections that may be filed in writing or in
person and hear all persons desiring to be heard, and;

That special assessments may be paid over an eight (8) year period, with the owner paying 1/8 of the principal
each year plus two (2%) percent interest on the unpaid balance, as determined by the Board of Public Works.

That if the total assessment is paid in full before October 31st in the year that the billing is made, irrespective of
project completion, then no interest shall be charged.

If you require an interpreter, materials in alternate formats, or other accommodations to access this public hearing,
please contact the Engineering Division at phone (608) 266-4751 or email us at engineering@cityofmadison.com.
Please make contact at least 72 hours prior to the date of this public hearing so that we can make proper

accommodations.

PART I1

HOOKER AVENUE, SHERIDAN DRIVE, STEENSLAND DRIVE RESURFACING ASSESSMENT
DISTRICT 2021 :
FORSTER DRIVE RESURFACING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT — 2021

DEARHOLT ROAD ASSESSMENT DISTRICT - 2021
HELENA STREET, JENIFER STREET, AND RUSSELL STREET ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 2021

S S T A e A R A A o, B e —

By Order of the Board of Public Works
Madison, Wisconsin

PUB: WSJ APRIL 9, 2021




Fact and Details Sheet

Proposed 2021 Helena St., Jenifer St., and Russell St. Reconstruction Project

Project Details — Proposed Work

Streets: The existing streets have pavement and curb that are in poor condition
(pavements rated 4-5 out of 10, curb rated 2-3 out of 10). With the proposed
project, the pavement, gravel base and curb and gutter will be replaced.

Driveway aprons will be replaced to match the new curb and sidewalks will be
replaced as necessary to fix broken, cracked or offset sections or as needed for the
utility work (curb, driveway aprons and sidewalk are assessable). ADA
compliant sidewalk ramps will be installed at all intersections.

Jenifer and Russell are proposed to be reconstructed to match the existing widths
and parking conditions. As described in the letter, there are two options for the
street width on Helena St., and the current proposed design in the 26 ft. option
with parking on 1 side. These options will both be presented to the committees.

The existing bike path crossing of Russell St. will also be replaced and relocated
with the project. The proposed crossing is planned to be further away from
Eastwood to provide more space between turning vehicles and path users. A new
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) is also proposed for the
bike/pedestrian crossing of Eastwood at Russell.

Sanitary Sewer: Existing sewer mains are 6”-8” diameter, clay pipes, installed
around 1917 The mains will be replaced with new PVC pipe, and the laterals will
also be replaced from the main to the property line (laterals are assessable).

Water Main: The existing water mains were installed around 1915 and are
functioning well with limited maintenance issues, so the existing water main is
planned to remain in place.

Storm Sewer: The existing storm sewer in the project area was installed around
1917 and mostly consists of 18”-20” pipes that ultimately drain to the Yahara
River. The storm sewer will be replaced with the project with new inlets to better
drain the existing streets. Private storm sewer connections (sump pumps, roof
drains, etc.) that currently connect to the curb or to the storm sewer will be
replaced to current standards (assessable).

Did you experience flooding or near your property, or witness flooded public
areas such as a street, park, bike path, or greenway? We would like to hear from

you. Please fill out the form at: www.cityofmadison.com/reportflooding.

Street Lighting: There are no proposed changes to the street lighting, except to
relocate a light pole near the bike path crossing of Russell St.

Trees & Terraces: See Reverse additional information.

[See location map on reverse.

Project Contacts

Project Manager: Jim Wolfe —266-4099,
jwolfe@cityofimadison.com

Traffic: Jeremy Nash —266-6585,
jnash@cityofmadison.com

Storm & Sanitary Sewer: Kyle Frank
266-4098, kfrank@cityofmadison.com

Rain Gardens:
Carissa Wegner —261-9822,
cwegner@cityofmadison.com

Water: Adam Wiederhoeft — 266-9121,
awiederhoeft@madisonwater.org

Construction Project website:
www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/projects/
helena-street-jenifer-street-russell-street-
reconstruction

Assessment Policy Breakdown

Item City Owner
Replace Curb & Gutter 50% 50%
Replace Sidewalk 50% 50%

Replace Driveway Aprons 50% 50%

Asphalt Pavement 50% 50%
Water Main/Services 100% 0%
Sanitary Sewer Main 100% 0%
Sanitary Sewer Laterals 75% 25%
Storm Sewer 100% 0%
Private Storm Connects 0% 100%

Tree Removal & Planting 100% 0%

Rain Gardens Remain | $100

Construction Schedule & Impacts

Tentative Schedule: This project is currently scheduled to be bid in May, and construction is expected to begin in mid-July, 2021 and
completed in early Nov. 2021. During construction, the allowed work hours are JAM-7PM (Mon-Sat) and 10AM-7PM (Sun).

Traffic Impacts: During construction, the streets will be closed to thru traffic (open to local traffic only). Access will remain open to
driveways for the majority of the project, but access will be difficult or unavailable when work is taking place immediately in front of
the driveways; City specifications allow residential driveways to be closed for up to 20 days to complete work on or through the
driveway. During this time, residents will typically need to park on nearby streets in the neighborhood.

Water Shut-offs: Water shut-offs are not currently anticipated with this project. However, if that changes, advanced notice will be
provide to the affected properties. The existing mains will remain in service while the other work is completed, due to their age, there is
potential that the existing mains may break during construction, resulting in an emergency shut-off. Should that occur, properties will

be notified as quickly as possible.

Refuse & Mail Collection: Refuse and mail collection will continue as they typically do, and the contractor will be required to provide
that access. Please mark your address on your carts in case the contractor needs to move them for collection. Brush and leaf collection
is generally not available during these project, so please plan to either bring these items to a disposal site or mulch/compost on your

property (www.cityofmadison.com/streets/leavetheleaf?).




Project Location:
Helena St. from
Walton to Schoep’s,
Jenifer St. from
Walton to Division,
and Russell St. from
Eastwood to Jenifer.

-
Division St
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Terraces: The terrace is the existing space between the street and sidewalk. This area will be disturbed with the project; if
you have any landscaping or items in this area that you wish to save, please remove it prior to the start of construction.
Concrete terrace sidewalks (between curb & mainline sidewalk) will be removed and replaced, unless requested otherwise by
the property owner. Other types of walks (pavers, gravel, etc.) will not be replaced with the project.

Rain Gardens: There will be a few opportunities to install terrace rain gardens on Jenifer St. with this project. Rain gardens
are great way to help improve water quality, promote infiltration, provide habitat, among other benefits. If you haven’t
already expressed interest in having a terrace rain garden installed, you may still request one by contacting Carissa Wegner.

Tree Removals:
This project will include tree removals at the locations noted below. If it is determined that any additional trees need to be

removed, the adjacent property owner(s) will be notified prior to removal. All efforts will be made to protect existing trees
that are not planned to be removed, but some of the work included with this proposed project will be taking place close to or
within the root zones of several trees:

- 1826 Helena St. (this tree will undergo further review, but will likely need to be removed)

- 1813 Helena St. (likely can be saved w/ 26’ option but not with 28?)

- 1835 Helena St. - 2041 Helena St.
- 2049 Helena St. - 2050 Helena St.
- 2029 Jenifer St. - 1817 Jenifer St.

Additional Forestry Information:

Prior to construction, City Forestry will prune street trees that are to remain. Tree pruning in advance of the project is
necessary to reduce the risk of damage to the trees during construction. For certain species, especially oak and elm trees, the
pruning must be completed by April 1st to reduce the chance of disease.

Following construction, City Forestry will evaluate the terrace for new planting sites and potential replacement sites. There
is no additional cost to the adjacent property owner for a tree planting. Street trees are typically planted in the spring of the
year following the completion of the construction project. Per Madison General Ordinance 10.10, City Forestry determines
tree species and planting locations. Residents cannot choose or plant their own tree in the terrace.

For any questions regarding street tree maintenance or planting, please contact the general forestry line at 266-4816.

Private Trees: There are a number of trees on private property that overhang the street or generally into the right-of-way.
City Forestry will not prune trees on private property. To avoid damage to the trees, property owners should make sure that
all trees are pruned up to the required clearances prior to the start of construction, which is 13°-6” over streets and is also our
recommendation for any trees overhanging the right-of-way.
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AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

STATE OF WISCONSIN )
) ss.
COUNTY OF DANE )

JOHANNA JOHNSON, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and says that:

1. She is a Program Assistant 3 with the Office of the City Engineer, City of Madison, Dane
County, Wisconsin, and did on the day of APRIL 8, 2021 placed in envelopes addressed to each
interested owner of respective addresses as indicated by attached list, a true and correct copy of
the notice HELENA STREET, JENIFER STREET, AND RUSSELL STREET ASSESSMENT
DISTRICT - 2021 attached hereto.

2. She did and delivered the envelopes to the Mail Room of the Dane County Printing and
Services Division, 210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., in the city of Madison, Dane County Wisconsin,
for postage and depositing in the United States Mail.

YJohanna L. Johnson

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this 8 day of APRIL, 2021

LW ks

L M PARKER

Notary Public, State of Wisconsin
My Commission expires:




