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Attorney Wautier,
Given the Zoning Board of Appeals ruling on July 11, you asked me to describe the legal avenues for permitting
games and lights under the CI District Ordinance. Under the CI District Ordinance, Edgewood has three options
to legally play games and install lights at its field. First, Edgewood can amend its Campus Master Plan to
describe the open space as a stadium with lights. If approved, this would allow Edgewood to play games at its
field and have lights. Second, Edgewood could ask the City to repeal the ordinance that adopted its Master
plan. As a consequence of repealing its Master Plan, Edgewood would revert to the standard regulations of
the CI District in the zoning code, which would allow games and lights at the field. However, repealing the
Master Plan means, among other things, that Edgewood will lose the remaining development entitlements
contained in the Campus Master Plan. Going forward, individual development proposals and changes that
exceed four thousand (4,000) square feet in floor area, including the construction of bathrooms, concessions
stands or locker rooms associated with the athletic field, would require conditional use approval, to which the
City could attach conditions related to the use of the entire facility. Finally, a third option would be for
Edgewood wait until the 10‐year Master Plan expires, in which case Edgewood would have the same rights as
described under the second option above (terminating the Master Plan).
If Edgewood wishes to terminate its Master Plan, it must complete a land use application similar to the one it
completed to have the Master Plan approved in 2014. Since the Master Plan applies to the high school,
college, and day school, the person who signs the application on behalf of Edgewood must be authorized by all
three entities to pursue the termination of the Master Plan. By way of reference, the following link includes
the original land use application Edgewood filed to approve the Master Plan in 2014.
https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=2947602&GUID=0E09F8F2‐1CFA‐42BA‐AB3F‐
E820C7292CFB
Please let me know if you have any other questions.
Sincerely,
John Strange

John W. Strange
Assistant City Attorney
Madison, Wisconsin
608‐266‐4511
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