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November 25th, 2020   

Urban Design Commission 
Department of Planning and Development 
215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
Madison, WI 53701 

Re:  Variance Request 
  Heathercrest Development 
  7401 Old Sauk Rd 

Project Name: Heathercrest Apartments 
7401 Old Sauk Rd 
Madison, WI  

Parcel# 070823120020

Owner: Heathercrest Development 
6150 Century Ave #101 
Middleton, WI 53562 

Signage Subcontractor: Sign Art Studio 
325 W. Front St. 
Mount Horeb, WI 53572 

Alderman: Paul E. Skidmore 



Dear UDC members, 

The variance request is for a larger sign and a reduced setback. Per (Sec. 31.043(2)) the 
UDC may approve a sign with up to 50% greater net area or reduce the required set 
back. We are proposing a new ground sign to replace the existing. The owner is looking 
to update and enhance the look of signage on the property. In the packet you will see the 
entire signage update, including the code compliant directional signs. 

The existing ground sign is (10’ x 5’-7”) and is sitting on the property line. The current 
signage does not have a permit on file with the city. We will be bringing the property into 
compliance with this variance request. The goal for the signage on the property is clearly 
identify the property and direct traffic to either of the two driveways.  

Heathercrest apartments is currently zoned a PD. The property will have to be assigned 
an equivalency district. The city said it would likely be assigned a Group 1 district (most 
likely SR-V2). This property is a Residential Building Complex-dwelling. The ground sign 
allowed per code is (12) square feet net total with a 10’ setback form the property line. 
Signs may be increased in net area by one (1) square foot for each additional foot that 
the sign set back more than ten (10) feet to any lot line. The maximum net area shall not 
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in net area.   

The lot line is unique and unfortunate for this property. The property lines steps back 
about 20’ from the neighboring lot line. This lot has a large frontage at 605’ with two 
driveways. If the sign is set back 10’ from the property line, then the sign will be 21’ from 
the sidewalk. If the sign is setback this far a driver moving West will never see the sign. 
Per section (Sec. 31.043(2)(a)) it is necessary for the sign to increase in order for the 
sign to be identifiable and legible from the road at prevailing speeds. This a residential 
area, but other properties in the area have ground signs. The neighboring property does 
have a sign with a setback of 9’ from the sidewalk/property line. 

Heathercrest is proposing for the setback to be reduced to 5’ from 10’. With this request, 
the setback from the sidewalk is 11’ and 5’ from the property line. Based on this location, 
the sign can increase in size by 50%. The preferred sign is at (12) square feet per side. 
This will allow the new ground sign to be visible from both sides of the road. The 
proposed sign is tasteful and enhances the overall property. With street frontage over 
600’, this size is fits the property proportionally. The lot line setback request is fair due to 
the unique setback of this property. The ground along with the directional signs will be 
replaced to enhance the property if approved. This signage package will identify, 
enhance, and improve the property. 

We have included pictures of the sign package along with details and locations. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
-Allie Novitske

Allie Novitske 
Sign Art Studio 



DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

H E AT H E R C R E S T  A P A R T M E N T S - G R O U N D  S I G N S   -  s i t e  m a p
325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572

makesignsnotwar.com
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DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD



Neighboring Property  Lot Line - 20’ in front

Existing Ground Sign 
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DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

Existing Directional Existing Directional 
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Preferred Ground Sign - 1 CT D/F

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

KEY NOTES:

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

SW Mount Etna - 7625 (Vinyl on face retainers)

SW 6164 Svelte Sage (Sign cabinet)

SW Cadet 9143 ( Pole cover)

White Acrylic Faces 

A-Double sided LED illuminated
cabinet with plastic sign face
decorated with reverse cut out
opaque vinyl decoration /
Lighting to be White LED.

B-Fabricated aluminum tube
frame construction.

Night view

A

A

B B

1'-0"

8"

Net = 12’SQ
Gross = 23.728’SQ

5'
-3

 1
/2

"

3'-8"

1'
-9

 1
/2

"

6'-8"

Width: 3'-8"
Height: 5 3/8"

Area: 1.645'-sq

Width: 6'-8"
Height: 1'-9"

Area: 12'-0" sq

Width: 3'-3 7/8"
Height: 3'-0 3/8"
Area: 10.083'sq

10
 1

/4
"
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code compliant 1 CT D/F

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

KEY NOTES:

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

SW Mount Etna - 7625 (Vinyl on face retainers)

SW 6164 Svelte Sage (Sign cabinet)

SW Cadet 9143 ( Pole cover)

White Acrylic Faces 

A-Double sided LED illuminated
cabinet with plastic sign face
decorated with reverse cut out
opaque vinyl decoration /
Lighting to be White LED.

B-Fabricated aluminum tube
frame construction.

Night view

A
A

B B

1'-0"

8"

4'-9"

4’
-1

1”

1’
-3

”

Net = 6 ’SQ
Gross = 23.35’SQ

Width: 4'-9"
Height: 1'-3"

Area: 6'-0" sq

Width: 4’-9”
Height: 4'-11"

Area: 24.35' sq
5”



5’ setback from property line

11’ setback from sidewalk

Proposed sign

325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
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DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD
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S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

Driving East 12’SQ per face with setback of 5’ 
Preferred Ground Sign

Looking West 12’ SQ per face with setback of 5’ 
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By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

Driving East  6’SQ per face with setback of 10’ 

Driving West 6’SQ per face with setback of 10’ 

code compliant



Neighboring Property Sign - Sauk Creek - 9’ setback from sidewalk
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DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD
View from outside lane drivng West



325 W Front St, Mount Horeb, WI 53572
makesignsnotwar.com GDN G

r
o

u
n

d
 

D
i

r
e

c
t

i
o

n
a

l

1 ct D/F 

1 ct D/F 

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

KEY NOTES:

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

SW Mount Etna - 7625 (Vinyl on face)

MPS Satin White (Sign cabinet)

A-Double sided Non illuminated
Directionals decorated with die
cut digital print
.
B-Fabricated aluminum tube
frame construction, painted satin
white. 3” Poles shown.

Side A Side B

Side A Side B

SCadet SW 9143 (Poles) 

1'
-0

"

3'-0"

1'
-0

"

3'-0"

AA

BB

5'
-0

"

3 
1 /

2"

3 
1 /

2"

5'
-0

"

3'-0"

5'
-0

"

3'-0"
Width: 3'-0"

Height: 1'-0"
Area: 3'-0" sq

Width: 3'-0"
Height: 1'-0"

Area: 3'-0" sq

Width: 2'-11 7/8"
Height: 4'-0"
Area: 11.958’ sq

Width: 2'-11 7/8"
Height: 4'-0"

Area: 11.958’ sq

Net = 3’SQ
Gross = 14.958’SQ
For each sign
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 1 CT D/F

S H E E T

c
By signing this approval you are hereby authorizing Sign Art Studio LLC to proceed with the work as described. Any deviation from these speci�cations will become the customer’s �nancial responsibility.
customer approval: landlord approval:date: date:

KEY NOTES:

FINISHES:

CALCULATIONS:

DATE: 11/18/2020 CUSTOMER: HEATHERCREST APARTMENTS-GROUND SIGNS  ADDRESS: 7401  old sauk RD

SW Mount Etna - 7625 (Vinyl on face retainers)

SW 6164 Svelte Sage (Sign cabinet)

SW Cadet 9143 ( Pole cover)

White Acrylic Faces 

A-Double sided LED illuminated 
cabinet with plastic sign face 
decorated with reverse cut out 
opaque vinyl decoration / 
Lighting to be White LED.

B-Fabricated aluminum tube 
frame construction.

Night view

A

A

B B

1'-0"

8"

Net = 12’SQ
Gross = 23.728’SQ

5'
-3

 1
/2

"

3'-8"

1'
-9

 “

6'-8"

Width: 3'-8"
Height: 5 3/8"

Area: 1.645'-sq

Width: 6'-8"
Height: 1'-9"

Area: 12'-0" sq

Width: 3'-3 7/8"
Height: 3'-0 3/8"
Area: 10.083'sq

10
 1

/4
"




