
From: Amy Stoddard <amystoddard1122@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 3:25 PM 
To: Plan Commission Comments <pccomments@cityofmadison.com> 
Cc: Voit_Core <voit_core@googlegroups.com>; president@eastmorland.org; Green, Will 
<will.g@mentoringpositives.org>; ginny@mindfulhrllc.com 
Subject: Re: [voit_core] Comment on Official Map Amendment-Milwaukee St area 

 

 

 

Dear City of Madison Plan Commission, 

 

Please register my comment in the public record. Thank you. 

 

Many are disappointed that they were not given more than 24 hours notice to respond to the 

items on the agenda related to Milwaukee Street Special Area Project, the Voit Farm, 

Starkweather Creek and the proposed demolition of a family home.  

 

Therefore, I ask that you please consider rescheduling the decisions relating to Milwaukee Street 

SAP for a later date and reach out to all stakeholders in this decision to create an open, 

transparent, full and robust democratic and community lead feedback and listening process. This 

will lead to a solution that is good for the greater whole, including those who have historically 

been left out of the conversation.... Indigenous, Black and Brown People, Mother Earth,and 

many others... A process of listening with our hearts and minds is in order to shift the paradigm 

of top down and power over decision making to a more co-creative, collaborative and fair 

decision making process. This may take longer, but it seems worth it.  

 

Specifically, I would like to address Items #4 and #5 in the proposed agenda for this evening's 

Monday 11/23/2020, Plan Commission meeting. 

https://madison.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=A&ID=724498&GUID=B8C3425C-55C1-43A6-

B287-50214F671FC3  

 

Please consider the following for 

 

Item #4:  

1. Not demolishing an existing home. 

2. If an extension of Chicago Ave happens, that it be bike and pedestrian only (no motor 

vehicles) and be re-routed in a way that protects existing residential property and 

environmental conservation and resources. 

3. While maintaining the goal of high density housing, mixed use commercial and a 

robust transportation hub, that the roads, buildings and infrastructure within the Voit 

Farm, adjacent properties, and Starkweather Creek areas of the Milwaukee Street SAP 

be developed in an environmentally sensitive manner with considerations for 

 bicycle and pedestrian traffic only, 
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 creative designing of higher density and smaller footprint buildings placed closer 

together, 

 ecological restoration, 

 community food forest and gardens, 

 Conservation Park, 

 Voit pond, Starkweather Creek, and watershed/wetlands restoration, 

 Quality of life and social, environmental, economic justice for many, especially 

historically underrepresented groups. 

Item #5: 

1. Maintaining and expanding the Conservancy District to protect fragile ecosystems, 

wildlife and restoration potential for this unique city location. The Starkweather Creek 

watershed deserves our protection. This area could offer such a valuable city and 

community resource in conservation and ecological balance.  

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Amy Stoddard 

608-770-6732 

5318 Hoboken Road 

Madison, WI 53713 

Member, Treasurer and BOD Perennial Cooperative of Madison 

Co-Founder Little Owl Food Buying Club 

Senior Program Coordinator Bridge Lake Point Community Center 
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From: Michelle Livanos <mlivanos@giveshelter.org>  
Sent: Sunday, November 22, 2020 10:23 PM 
To: Planning <planning@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Opposition to Agenda Item #4 for tomorrow's planning committee meeting 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern. 
 
It makes no sense to build a road connecting to Chicago Avenue, when Chicago Avenue is short 
in length, has few houses, and does not serve a thoroughfare. Destroying a house to build this 
road makes even less sense. It would make more sense to move the future road further north 
and build it through the commercial area next door to the house on N. Fair Oaks Avenue that 
you are proposing to destroy. This would be a better placement, further away from a 
residential area, and this would make more sense.  
 
I just cannot understand how the city can propose to destroy one's house, for the purpose of 
building a road that serves no purpose, in addition to placing a new road too close to residential 
houses. Can we put a little more effort in city planning and civil engineering in creating a 
solution that works for the people already living in the area and that would make sense. Surely, 
we can put our thoughts and intelligence together to come up with a creative and smart 
solution that makes sense, rather than uprooting people from their homes. We can do better, 
surely? I am going to be so disappointed with the city of Madison if we fail to come up with a 
solution that does not involve uprooting people and not respecting the rights of people in 
residential areas. 
 
A concerned neighbor, 
 
Michelle LIvanos 
325 Elmside Blvd. 
Madison, wi 53704 
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From: e.a.woolsey@mailbag.com
To: Plan Commission Comments
Subject: 61589 - Milwaukee Special Area Plan
Date: Monday, November 9, 2020 12:29:24 PM

Dear Commission members,

The establishment of Amazon facilities has altered extensively the proposed design of the
entire area including streets. New proposals for design have not been presented or discussed
with many of the stakeholders. The discussion and vote on the future of the amended plans
needs to be delayed until these plans are first proposed to the adjoining stakeholder
neighborhoods. This is a matter of transparency and not a plea pro or con.

Thank you for your efforts,

Ed Woolsey
3802 Dawes Street
Madison, WI
53714
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From: Tim Cordon
To: Paul Schechter; Plan Commission Comments
Cc: voit_core@googlegroups.com
Subject: Re: [voit_core] Comment on Official Map Amendment-Milwaukee St area
Date: Monday, November 23, 2020 11:22:01 AM

Dear City of Madison,

While I do not know the all of the details regarding the proposals and meeting to discuss them
tonight, I am in full agreement with the points made by Mr. Schecter, in his email below.

This area of our community needs to be considered with extreme awareness for what it is, and
what it could be. 

Any development of this still somewhat natural space, needs to be made with care and with
awareness of what we have lost and what we continue to lose by continuing to pave and
develop green spaces. 

Affordable and sustainable housing, preserving wild places, walkable and sustainable
neighborhoods, racial and economic equity, and the comprehensive transition to a society
that is adapting to and reversing our climate crisis, all need to be central considerations and
goals of further developments.

Green spaces like the land along the Stark Weather Creek and the Voit property are rare and
wonderous treasures. Please, for the sake of our whole community, slow down take time to
make to make decisions about their development in a way that empowers all members of the
community to have a voice in their preservation and protection.

Thank you for your service to our community and for your consideration of my request.

Sincerely,

Tim Cordon

608-630-3633

From: voit_core@googlegroups.com <voit_core@googlegroups.com> on behalf of Paul Schechter
<paul@sunnysidedevelopment.org>
Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 10:52 AM
To: pccomments@cityofmadison.com <pccomments@cityofmadison.com>
Cc: voit_core@googlegroups.com <voit_core@googlegroups.com>
Subject: [voit_core] Comment on Official Map Amendment-Milwaukee St area
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Dear City of Madison Plan Commission:
 
If the main objective of the Milwaukee St SAP is to build new housing, why would we destroy existing
housing to achieve that goal? Jeanie Kramer owns a single-family home that would need to be
demolished in order to build the controversial Chicago Road Extension.  Jeanie works on the
frontline against COVID as a nurse practitioner so she can’t make the meeting this evening—she was
given 24hr notice.  Jeanie sent a plea to the Voit_Core email list asking for others to speak up when
she cannot. I am writing this comment on behalf of Jeanie, who would very much like to stay in her
home of many years, with many memories, and not have it be demolished.
 
I am also writing on behalf of myself to say that we can do better than this! The consequences of our
reckless actions are screaming at us with record-breaking….EVERYTHING in 2020, and yet we
respond with the same old tricks that only perpetuate the old system?  Replacing virgin soil with
concrete to encourage a carbon-spewing, outdated transportation system is not the solution.
Bowing to the whims of a giant corporation so it can more easily deliver goods that directly compete
with local businesses is also not the solution.  Carving up a natural area—home to wild turkeys, deer,
and the fragile ecosystem of the Starkweather Creek watershed, in order to build roads, houses and
white-picket fences is most definitely not the solution.  Human psychology is a funny thing.  It allows
“YES BUT” arguments to rationalize almost any confirmation bias.  Yes, City Planners have their own
agenda, which includes a few economic benefits of their plan.  But in a democracy the people are
the ultimate authority, not unelected paid staff.  Literally hundreds of local community members
have been meeting for months discussing an alternative vision for this land—a vision that achieves
the City’s housing goals without destroying the environment.  Why are City Staff not more engaged
in learning about our ideas?  Where is the back-and-forth dialogue? During the Transportation
Committee Meeting a couple months ago, we again had only 24hrs notice of these consequential
discussions. At the time I vehemently said there needs to be more dialogue with community
stakeholders.  And now, it seems, a woman is provided 24hr notice regarding hugely consequential
discussions that may lead to the destruction of her home. This. Is. Ridiculous.  Ramming the agenda
of unelected, paid staff through committees on short notice is not democratic and does not reflect
the will of the people.
 
Regards,
 
-Paul Schechter
 
 
 
 
-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Voit_Core"
group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
voit_core+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/voit_core/09f701d6c1b9%2411f97540%2435ec5fc0%24%
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