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Green Bui lding Leader in Wisconsin

First healthcare clinic in Wisconsin to earn 
LEED Silver certification.

Stoughton Clinic 2010

First hospital in Wisconsin to earn LEED 
Gold certification.

The American Center 2017

Seven total LEED certified buildings.

Pursuing opportunities at East Campus.



Leader in Energy Eff ic ient  Operat ions



Sustainable Food Leader

First system in the Midwest to sign on to the Cool 
Food Pledge from the World Resources Institute, 
pledging to reduce food related greenhouse gas 
emissions by 25% by 2030.

2018 Practice Greenhealth national top 10 award 
for local, sustainable food offerings at UH/AFCH
 Pesticide and chemical-free crops
 Local, state, regionally sourced
 Third party certification
 Ecologically & environmentally sustainable practices



Waste Divers ion

2019 recycling rate was 28%, above median 
for healthcare.

In 2019 we composted over 30 tons of food 
waste at our hospitals. 

2019 hazardous pharmaceutical waste 
disposal at our hospitals was down 19 tons 
from 2017 despite an increase in patient 
volumes. 



Improvements to Local  Water Qual i ty

Participated in Wisconsin’s Salt Wise Program working on 
smart winter salting practices to reduce pollution in our 
lakes, streams and drinking water.

UW Health has 9 drug take back bins and has collected 
over 300 pounds since April 2019 
 46M Americans are exposed to trace amounts of narcotics in drinking water.
 Water reclamation facilities are not designed to remove all drugs and trace 

amounts of pharmaceuticals are showing up in rivers and lakes around the 
world.



Greening UW Health Operat ing Rooms

Since 2012 we saved 2.8M tons of carbon dioxide from 
entering the local atmosphere by switching to a less 
polluting anesthetic gas.

In 2019 we collected over 1 lb. of single use devices per OR 
procedure. National median is .77 lbs., hospitals in the 90th

percentile are 1.47 lbs. per OR procedure.

Many items in our OR’s are clean and we are doing a good 
job of sorting and recycling right.



Award Winning Efforts





Goal: Reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to 
improve human health.
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