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To support the creation of " Shift," a design collaboration between the UW Madison Environmental Design Lab, City 
staff, and community partners.  “Shift" treats two parallel underpasses that connect the University of Wisconsin-
Madison campus and hospitals with an adjacent residential area. The same intricate source imagery, based on circle 
packing algorithms, will appear in both spaces. However, one underpass will display an accordion-style back-lit 
perforated wall, while the same design will be painted directly on the surface of the other underpass and then lit 
with gobo enhanced spots. Together, these correlative projects address the neighborhood's need for aesthetic and 
safety improvements in these dismal spaces. By subtly illuminating these underpasses with an atmosphere invoking 
of the glow created by stars in the sky, lead student designer, Julia Schilling, and Professor Sam Dennis of the UW 
Design Lab, with city engineers, and partners create walk appeal. 

 


