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From: Megan Syverson
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Citizen input
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 1:25:21 PM


Hello,


I've read through the document containing NACOL recommendations for civilian oversight of
the police force. They all seem like sensible policies, and necessary changes as important first
steps restore community confidence in policing. I wholeheartedly support the creation of a
civilian oversight board, and support my tax money being redirected to support it. 


I consider us especially responsible given the mortifying inequities between the quality of life
in our community for Black residents compared with those who are white. I want to be a
member of a city that leads the way on police reform and becomes a model for the rest of the
country.


Thank you,
Megan Syverson 
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From: Margaret Snyder
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Civilian Oversight Board-July 3rd Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 1:33:18 PM


Dear Alders and those working on Civilian Oversight Board,


My name is Margaret Snyder and I live at 148 W Gorham St. I am writing to express my
desires and concerns related to the civilian oversight board that will be discussed in the
meeting on July 3rd.


I think this Board is extremely important, and I am excited that these discussions are taking
place. No group of people can be expected to monitor themselves or fairly investigate
themselves, and it's crazy that an organization as important and potentially life threatening as
the police has little outside oversight. I fully support the creation of this oversight board and
think it needs to happen quickly. 


For this Board to be effective it needs to be separate from the police. That means no retired
police officer should be allowed on the board. I feel as though that should be obvious, but
just to reiterate, retired police officers cannot be expected to be impartial or tough on people
they used to work with! They may be consulted on questions for police operations, but should
NOT be on the board.


I want the civilian oversight board enacted EXACTLY as written in the Ad Hoc
Committee recommendations. That draft most accurately reflects a fair and effective
Board. 


Thank you for listening to my concerns, and I would appreciate follow up. I am a bit unclear
on how to best navigate voicing my concerns, so if there is another email or phone number I
should be utilizing, please let me know. I appreciate your time and effort. Stay safe.


Best,
Margaret



mailto:margaret14snyder@gmail.com
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From: Jennifer Lanzel
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Comments regarding the civilian oversight board
Date: Friday, July 3, 2020 10:56:03 AM


Hello Alders,


I am writing to express my support that the civilian oversight board be enacted exactly as
written and outlined in the Ad Hoc committee recommendations. 


On a specific note regarding the selection of board members, I want to strongly advocate that
there be NO representation on the civilian oversight board with ties to any policing department
(i.e., NO retired cops). We require strong police oversight, and particularly oversight that
centers voices of people most impacted by policing (e.g., BIPOC, LGBTQIA community
members).


It would be completely counterproductive to include anyone with allegiances, past or present,
to the police department. The purpose of this committee is to help protect those most impacted
by the police (including BIPOC and LGBTQIA) and to hold the police accountable. If police
had already been holding each other accountable, we wouldn’t be talking about this today. But
they haven’t done that. They don’t hold each other accountable, they don’t reprimand each
other when at fault, and we cannot trust them to start doing so now on this board. 


If other community members advocate for having retired police affiliates on this board, please
scrutinize their requests. Who are they trying to protect and appease? The same people that
have always had protection- police- not the people who are suffering. That is not what the
Civilian Oversight board is for. This board is to hold the police accountable and offer
transparency. We do not need or want any representation on this committee of a former or
current police affiliate. We want for this committee to function as intended, which it will be
able to do if it is formed exactly as outlined in the recommendations from the Ad Hoc
committee.


-- 
Jennifer Lanzel
Email: lanzeljr@gmail.com
Mobile: 715.497.8631
806 Winston Way, Wauankee, Wisconsin



mailto:lanzeljr@gmail.com
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From: Veronica Sustic
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Form the Civilian Oversight Board exactly as written and outlined in the Ad Hoc Committee"s recommendations
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 11:12:55 PM


Dear Alders,


As one of your constituents, I write to urge you to form the Civilian Oversight Board exactly
as written and outlined in the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendations. 


Specifically, regarding the selection of board members, there should be NO members of the
Board with policing ties (e.g., NO retired officers). Madison wants and needs strong oversight
of MPD, and particularly oversight that centers the voices of people most impacted by
policing (e.g., BIPOC, LGBTQIA community members).


It would be absolutely counterproductive to include anyone with allegiances -- past or present
-- to a police department. The purpose of the Board is to help protect those most impacted by
the police (including BIPOC and LGBTQIA people) and to hold police accountable for
misconduct. If police had already been holding each other accountable, we wouldn’t need the
Board. But they haven’t done that. We cannot trust them to start doing so now as Board
members. 


If other Madisonians advocate for having people with police ties on the Board, please
scrutinize their requests. Who are they trying to protect? The answer is it's same people who
have always had protection -- police and the privileged majority who manage to largely avoid
police encounters. 


But that is not what the Civilian Oversight Board is for. The Board is intended to hold police
accountable and offer transparency. We do not need or want any members of the Board with
former or current police affiliations. We want for this committee to function as intended, as it
will be able to do if it is formed exactly as outlined in the recommendations from the Ad Hoc
Committee.


Thank you,


Veronica Sustic
115 S. Mills St., #516
Madison, WI 53715 



mailto:susticv@gmail.com
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From: Jessica Slind
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Form the Civilian Oversight Board exactly as written and outlined in the Ad Hoc Committee"s recommendations
Date: Friday, July 3, 2020 3:19:55 PM


Dear Alders,


As one of your constituents, I write to urge you to form the Civilian Oversight Board exactly
as written and outlined in the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendations. 


Specifically, regarding the selection of board members, there should be NO members of the
Board with policing ties (e.g., NO retired officers). Madison wants and needs strong oversight
of MPD, and particularly oversight that centers the voices of people most impacted by
policing (e.g., BIPOC, LGBTQIA community members).


It would be absolutely counterproductive to include anyone with allegiances -- past or present
-- to a police department. The purpose of the Board is to help protect those most impacted by
the police (including BIPOC and LGBTQIA people) and to hold police accountable for
misconduct. If police had already been holding each other accountable, we wouldn’t need the
Board. But they haven’t done that. We cannot trust them to start doing so now as Board
members. 


If other Madisonians advocate for having people with police ties on the Board, please
scrutinize their requests. Who are they trying to protect? The answer is it's same people who
have always had protection -- police and the privileged majority who manage to largely avoid
police encounters. 


But that is not what the Civilian Oversight Board is for. The Board is intended to hold police
accountable and offer transparency. We do not need or want any members of the Board with
former or current police affiliations. We want for this committee to function as intended, as it
will be able to do if it is formed exactly as outlined in the recommendations from the Ad Hoc
Committee.


Thank you,
Jessica Slind
3909 Tulane Avenue
Madison, WI 53714
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From: El Poché
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Independent Civilian Oversight of MPD
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:33:05 PM


Hi Alders,


I am writing today in support of civilian oversight enacted exactly as written in the Ad Hoc
Committee recommendations. I would like such oversight to center the voices of people most
impacted by policing, and to not be open to anyone currently or formerly associated with law
enforcement. 


Thank you for your time,
El Poche



mailto:elainepoche@gmail.com
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From: Jennifer Summ
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: MPD Independent Civilian Oversight meeting 7/3
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 9:56:57 AM


Hello,


My name is Jennifer Summ, I am a resident of Madison, WI. Growing up here I was proud
when people would say we were a liberal and progressive stronghold in the state of WI. "20
miles surrounded by reality", that's what I would hear people say when growing up here.
Unfortunately, that illusion, that pride in Madison has failed, I see that Madison is little better
than the rest of our segregated state. 


I ask you to help bring back the pride that Madison used to once hold to. Use this committee to
enact civilian oversight exactly as written in the Ad Hoc Committee recommendations. Let the
Independent Monitor be guided by the citizens of Madison, do not let this position be guided
with conflicts of interest from MPD. 


Those that uphold the law should be held to the highest standards of the law, let the
Independent Monitor hold our police force to higher standards of conduct. This is the true way
for the community to start to build trust in the police as a whole.


Thank you,
Jennifer Summ
4802 Jade Lane
Admin assistant at UW-Madison



mailto:jenniferj890912@gmail.com
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From: Kimberly Rosenthal
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: MPD Oversight - Agenda Item #61152-101819
Date: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 11:10:54 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing in regard to the July 3, 2020 Alder Workgroup to Develop Logistics &
Operational Details for MPD Independent Civilian Oversight.


I would like to state my support for Civilian Oversight of the Madison Police
Department being enacted exactly as written in the Ad Hoc Committee's
recommendations.


Thank you


Kimberly Rosenthal



mailto:kar0402@gmail.com
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From: Stacey Williams
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Subject: Meeting Friday July 3
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 3:30:41 PM


Hello, all -
For the alder workgroup meeting on Friday, July 3 to discuss civilian police oversight, I would
like to reiterate that we need the recommendations of the Ad Hoc committee to be
implemented as stated in their report. 
There are local rumors of former police department employees speaking up during this process
- possibly during this very meeting - in an attempt to influence the makeup of the oversight
structure and make it friendlier to our existing law enforcement organizations and staff. This is
the OPPOSITE of what we need. While it will of course be necessary to seek out information
from those familiar with the system as it exists now, we all know that the system of entrenched
police violence and white supremacy will do almost anything to protect itself, up to and
including the targeting of influential protestors and activists. If MPD veterans and
sympathizers are allowed to exert control over the formation and function of the oversight
apparatus designed to keep the police accountable, that accountability will be compromised, at
best, and such a compromise puts lives - predominantly Black lives - at risk. 
Please be very careful about who is allowed to map out the shape of our police oversight
mechanisms. The Black community organizers in our city have been very clear about what is
needed, and it's time to listen to them, not to the law enforcement establishment that
disproportionately harms their communities and makes their organizing necessary in the first
place.
Thank you,
Stacey Williams
Madison resident - Emerson East



mailto:swilliams6681@gmail.com
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From: Kathleen Fullin
To: Alder Work Group Creating MPD Independent Civilian Oversight
Cc: Anglim, Mary
Subject: Position Description for Police Monitor
Date: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 8:55:27 PM


The League of Women Voters of Dane County is pleased that you are planning to
develop a position description for the Police Monitor using the duties described in the
Ad Hoc Committee’s report.  We would like to remind you that the League of Women
Voters noted that earlier versions of the position description from the Mayor’s Office
left off critical elements.  Quoting from the League's June 9 email to the Finance
Committee, we said: 


“. . .we are concerned about two issues in the current proposed job description of the
police auditor. The position description does not include any duty to monitor progress
toward implementation of the Ad Hoc Police Committee’s recommendation, an
essential component of the Auditor’s responsibilities. Also, the proposed job
description indicates that the Auditor would simply forward complaints to the MPD or
the PFC, rather than establish the independent complaint process recommended by
the Ad Hoc Police Committee."


 We urge you to make sure that these two responsibilities are clearly stated in the
position description.



mailto:kathyfullin@gmail.com
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