Layers of art, plywood, and privilege accrue on State
Street
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ACTIVISM, ART, POLITICS. PUBLIC SPACES. MADISON IS RACIST

# SAY HIS NAME
#SAY HERNAM

Amid ongoing protests, artists in a city-sanctioned mural program try to ask some

probing questions.

Photos by Steven Spoerl. Header photo: Brooklyn Doby, Ciara Nash, and Synovia Knox’s
piece at Campus Ink, 514 State St.

On May 30, Madison activists began a major series of protests in solidarity with George Floyd and the

Black Lives Matter movement at large. By that evening, police marched their riot lines up and down State
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Street, equipped with tear gas and willing to use it liberally against unarmed civilians. The street was
transformed almost overnight, changing from one of Madison’s most popular destinations into a street
whose every surface became marked by the moment. Face-burning gas lingered in the air. Broken glass,

upturned planters, and the debris of militarized policing littered the street.

In the wake of the damage, State Street has been transformed entirely once again. Its storefronts, many of
them shattered in the intensity of the protests of the past 10 days, have been covered with thick boards of
plywood. The graffiti tags protestors have left as a more permanent reminder of the fight against police
brutality are still scattered up and down the street. In between them, Madison artists have painted a series

of murals over the past week that promote messages of community and empathy.

City of Madison Madison Arts Program Administrator Karin Wolf commissioned the murals on Sunday
morning at the request of Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway and Common Council President Sheri Carter,
though some of the murals currently displayed were sanctioned directly by businesses, and yet others
were the completely unsanctioned work of volunteer clean-up crews. Wolf says she set out to “amplify the
voices of people who have been directly impacted by racial injustice,” and initially selected a list of 12
artists to begin work on the project, with plans to bring on more artists through an open call over the
course of the week. The project guidelines ask only that artists do not incorporate commercial messaging

into their murals and “keep it family-friendly” by not depicting nudity.

The project gives the artists involved a platform that’s at once powerful and fraught with political conflict.
Rhodes-Conway, Carter, and other local officials have drawn criticism for supporting violent police tactics
and now-expired curfews. They've drawn distinctions between "peaceful” protestors and those who
engage in rioting or looting, distinctions that organizations leading the protests have rejected as divisive
and simplistic. And in Madison, like anywhere else, there's been a tendency for people to treat property

damage as an evil equal to the injustices that fuel the protests.

As the week progressed, painters began to flock to State Street in droves—including groups of white
painters who weren't part of any real coordinated effort beyond the outpouring of support and funds for
damaged businesses, but sought to leave their own mark on many of the yet untouched storefronts. The
artists participating in the city program painted celebrations of Black lives and calls to action. The murals
these vigilante painters left behind—often on spaces that Wolf and business owners had agreed to set

aside for artists of color—were toothless by comparison, filled with images of flowers and calls for unity.
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Given their context, these murals feel more akin to a declaration that “all lives matter” and an attempt to
quite literally paint over the pain, rage, and hopes of those protesting than a thoughtful attempt to

respond to this crucial historic moment through art.

“What it did was just kind of illustrate Madison. They took over spaces that were meant for other people,”
says Wolf of these non-commissioned painters. “It's an unnecessary complication in a time we should be

focusing on making cultural change and now we have to navigate white privilege. It's endless.”

The situation on State Street is an interesting microcosm of today’s movements with non-Black people, in
poorly formulated attempts to be allies and spread whatever their personal notions of “positivity” may
entail, speaking over the Black voices envisioning what a better future could look like and how it can be

built. The murals have the potential to start a conversation beyond the artwork itself, one that addresses

what it means to listen without taking up space.

Notably, the Madison Police Department has reported arresting people accused of painting graffiti

downtown in the past week, during the ongoing protests. That this happened as the city has
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commissioned artists to paint boards in the same area further underscores the strange and often

contradictory relationship between street art and officially sanctioned "public" art.

The work artists actually created for the city-funded program still stands proudly on State Street.
Brooklyn Doby, a recent graduate of Edgewood College’s art therapy program, painted two murals on
State Street. One of these murals, a collaboration with Ciara Nash and Synovia Knox in front of the
Campus Ink tattoo shop at 514 State St., shows three silhouettes of Black protestors participating in their
own ways—one wears a shirt that reads “#SayHisName #SayHerName #SayTheirNames,” one raises a
fist, and one holds a camera to document the protest—alongside the quote “Once there’s justice we’ll

rebuild something beautiful” below a painting of the Earth.

“That’s our way of saying we are a part of the protests even if it looks different,” says Doby. “We just want

to be heard, we want to be seen, we want to create change, we're looking for hope.”

Nash says the artists chose to make the mural’s background orange for the color’s ability to “boost people

£

up.

Doby’s second mural, painted with Nash in front of Short Stack Eatery at 301 W. Johnson St., features

flowers set against a blue sky with the phrase, “They tried to bury us but they didn’t know we were seeds.”


https://www.tonemadison.com/articles/podcast-short-when-public-art-overlaps-with-street-art
https://www.instagram.com/brooklyn.denae/
https://www.instagram.com/ceenashsarts_/
https://www.instagram.com/_synoviaa/

Doby hopes that her murals will inspire passers-by to look inwards and think more deeply about their

involvement in the moment. “Whether it's negative or positive talk it makes you stop and really reflect on,
what are you doing during these times to advocate for someone else or to be part of a cause? Or are you

not doing enough?” she says.

Daniella Echeverria, another of the artists Wolf commissioned, created the mural on the boards covering
the broken gift-shop windows of the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art, 227 State St. The painting
features the phrase “Silence is violence” between two skulls crowned in green and orange leaves.
Echeverria says her mural takes its cues from the way that fires, often thought of as a destructive force,
can give birth to new plants and new life. The piece also points out the capacity of silence and complicity

to breed violence and destruction.



VIOL ENCE

“People need to sit with the discomfort of these boarded-up windows and how their silence helps
perpetuate white supremacy,” says Echeverria, who found herself having mixed emotions about the
project. “It was really frustrating people walking by and saying, ‘Oh, thanks for turning this into
something really positive!”” she says. “It's hard to feel like what you're doing isn't just painting over this

problem and not actually involving all communities.”

Ultimately the murals on State Street are just only one small step towards drawing attention to the white
privilege and anti-Blackness that ooze through Madison and has revealed itself even in the midst of this
project itself. Both the businesses on State Street and the city as a whole must look within to become more

welcoming and equitable for Madison’s Black citizens.

“My hope would be for the businesses on State Street to start incorporating more Black art [...] or just
being more accepting of Black people. Letting them know that they are a friendly face, that they are
welcome in their establishment, not discriminating against people when they walk in their stores,” says

Doby.



	Layers of art, plywood, and privilege accrue on State Street


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



