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December 18, 2019 
 
Janine Glaeser 
Madison Urban Design Commission 
Madison, Wisconsin 
 
 
 
Dear Janine and Urban Design Commissioners, 
 
The owner of 7 W Main Street desires to enhance the aesthetics of the property with a façade 
alteration including recladding the exterior with modern and cohesive materials.  The building is 
located in the Downtown Core (DC) zoning district and requires review with the zoning code 
and Urban Design Guidelines.   The zoning district’s purpose and guidelines are addressed 
below for reference. 
 
7-9 W Main formerly operated as two distinct buildings for decades, and most recently were 
combined to form a single building being operated as a restaurant. Opportunities were analyzed 
for the property, with the result being that tying together both buildings into one cohesive 
design would enhance the architecture of the building and the pedestrian experience along the 
Capitol Square. We have incorporated feedback from two prior presentations to the Urban 
Design Commission to create a more comprehensive façade alteration that respects the urban 
design guidelines. 
 
Zoning: DC Downtown Core 
 

28.074  Downtown Core District 
(1) Statement of Purpose. 
The DC District is established to recognize the Capitol Square, the State Street corridor, 
and surrounding properties as the center of governmental, office, educational, cultural, 
specialty retail and recreational activities for the City and the region. … This district is 
intended to allow intensive development with high-quality architecture and urban 
design. 

 
Repurposing traditional buildings for contemporary use will help 7-9 W Main continue to play 
a relevant part in the specialty retail, cultural and recreational activities in the Downtown Core 
district. 
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Urban Design Guidelines 
 

The design guidelines were developed to ensure that…alterations to existing buildings, 
are compatible on a city, neighborhood, and block level, have an engaging pedestrian 
orientation, and are designed to reflect the use of the structure. 

 
Prior remodeling and façade improvement at 7-9 W Main joined two buildings into one building 
for the former Brocach restaurant.  The ground level façade bridged the two similar facades to 
appear as one unified storefront.  The proposed exterior material upgrade seeks to further 
unify the building façades across the two original buildings as well as from first to second 
floor.  This will bring more continuity to the project as well as hierarchy of the pedestrian 
experience as 2 existing entrances to one space can cause confusion.  
 

4a. The size and rhythm of windows and doors in a building should respect those 
established by existing buildings in the area where a clear pattern exists, and the 
residential and/or mixed-use nature of the building.  

 
The existing clock, installed with the most recent façade remodeling, would be removed as it 
was more closely tied to the branding of the former restaurant.  The existing window and 
entrances will be maintained to respect the existing building and history.  It also allows the 
façade to continue to tie in and not disrupt the rhythm of the existing context. 
 

5a.  A variety of complementary exterior building materials may be incorporated to 
provide visual interest to the building.  The palette of materials should not be overly 
complex. 

 
The existing brick exterior cladding will be covered with Nichiha rainscreen system panels to 
create a more contemporary aesthetic over the existing brick facade.  The use of 2 different 
colors and textures will keep complexity down while providing visual interest and a level of 
durable design to unify the entire façade. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Matt Aro 
Aro Eberle Architects 



Existing Facade



7 West Main with adjacent properties

Existing Context



Justice Center to the west of subject property, built ca 2001 Justice Center to the west of subject property, built ca 2001

Justice Center to the west of subject property, built ca 2001

Existing Context



W. Main Street from Hamilton and Carroll showing a mix of contemporary and traditional

Existing Context

W. Main Street from M.L. King looking west



Proposed Upgraded Facade

7 West Main - Color Elevation

7 West Main - Exterior Rendering

7 West Main - Black and White Elevation

Proposed Nichiha Materials:Novenary - Slate
Vintage Wood 
- Cedar


