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Rail/Transit Studies: Recent History

Previous Rail/ High Capacity Transit Studies

1980-81 Dane County Transit Technology Corridor Study (DCRPC)

1985-86 Dane County Transit Priority Corridor Study (DCRPC)

1990-92 Light Rail Transit Corridor Study (C. Madison)

1996 Study to Evaluate Commuter Rail Implementation (Dane Co)

1998 Dane County Commuter Rail Feasibility Study (Dane Co)

1999-2003 Transport 2020 Commuter Rail Alternatives Analysis (City/County/WisDOT)

2005-2008 Transport 2020 Commuter Rail Preliminary Engineering/EIS (City/County/WisDOT)

2011-13 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Preliminary Feasibility Study (MATPB)

2018-2020 Bus Rapid Transit East-West Corridor Project Development



Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Madison East-West Corridor Project Development
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What is Bus Rapid Transit?

BRT has:

• Very high level service, similar to but 

one step down from light rail

• Typically over 50 percent of the route 

will have dedicated bus lanes, giving 

buses an advantage in congestion

• 10-15 minute service levels - 6 am to 

12 midnight

Cleveland’s Health Line BRT

Example of dedicated bus lanes
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- Branded stations and buses

• Goal is 100% electric!

- Direct routes/fewer stops

- Off-board fare payment

- Bus-only lanes where feasible

- Transit signal priority

What is BRT?



Community Survey Results
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Survey 1 Priorities
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Right-of-way Space Priorities



MADISON EAST-WEST BRT PLANNING STUDY

Location of Dedicated Lanes for Working LPA

Possible option for 

contra-flow on Broom Street

Future BRT Extensions

Between 45% 

and 55% 

Dedicated 

Running Way







MADISON EAST-WEST BRT PLANNING STUDY
Capital Costs for Working LPA

Odana and Broom/Wilson Options

Cost Categories

Working LPA Cost          

($2019 in millions)

Dedicated Lane Marker (Paint) $2

Stations and Shelters $24

Maintenance Facility $7

Roadway Improvements $19

Transit Signals and Intersection Improvements $22

Right-of-Way Acquisition $1

Electric Buses $30

Engineering, Environmental, and Construction Design $17

Contingencies $4

Total $120-$130 million

Federal Contribution (up to) $100 million

Local (Non-Federal) Contribution $20-$30 million
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Bus Rapid Transit: Capital Financing

- Project Description: 
Implement Bus Rapid 
Transit from West Towne 
Mall to East Towne Mall

- Project Priority 1

 Citywide Element: 
Land Use and 
Transportation

 Strategy 2
Implement Bus Rapid 
Transit to improve travel 
times, enhance reliability, and 
increase ridership. 

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Borrowing $1.5 $7.5 $13.3 $4.2

Federal $2.0 $1.7 $82.6 $11.7

TIF $3.5

TOTAL $3.5 $9.2 $99.4 $15.9

Total Budget $128

Prior Appropriation $80

Millions
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David Trowbridge, AICP
Principal Transportation Planner

Direct: 608-267-1148

dtrowbridge@cityofmadison.com

Questions/Comments?


