HISTURICV;NI'NDUWS

| REPLAGEMENT WINDOWS |

Historic windows are often maliﬂncd as energy wasters whie
replacement windows are touted as money savers.

Here are some Facts that revead a different story.

MATERIALS & DESIGN

REPLACEMENT WINDOWSsS

HISTORIC WINDOWS

Historic windows can
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EMBODIED ENERGY & LIFE CYCLE

Replncemernt

Made up of existing materials
that require no use of
energy to Pr‘oducc.
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Maintenance and restoration
involves minimal resource and
enerqy consumption.
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With maintenance, the historic
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indefinitely for the purpose it
was mode.
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Require manufacturing of

new materials, con*-;uminﬂ
new resources and energy.
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They also must be
transported to site,
c.msuming more energy.
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When a c onent of a new
window Fails, the whole
window unit will typically be
sent to the landFil
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The pri lace of thermal
Wransber For BoTH Hororie ol
replacement windows is where sashes
meet eachother and their casings’

Whie a glass pane of a replacement
window is superior to that of a historic
window, an entire window need not be
rcpiaccd to improve Pcr%manm

SOURCES OF AIR

INFILTRATION Typically, more heat is lost
OTHER-48% ' through the roof of a building
= w thon through the windows
WALLS/CELNG - 31% >

Storm windows and lamination
are efFective thermal
improvements For historic
wihdows.

Curtains and awnings are
simple, traditional means of
curtaiing solar gain and
thermal transfer.

LIFE EXPECTANCY

Historic windows can
last For centuries.

Up to one third of all windows
bcing replaced are less than 10
years old. Typically, new window
warranties are st 20 Ycar«s.‘

Some more established historic districts
are now seceing replacement windows

ac.-h.:aily lower pr‘opcriy values.
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TAX INCENTIVES
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Historic Rehabiitation

Encr'gy Star
Tax Credits (Federal)

(Through the EP.A)

20% For substantial projects

Sl 10% of window cost

propertics. capped at $200°
g
at state level
THE BOTTOM LINE

Retaining your historic windows can save money,
natural resources, and a valued part ofF your
historic. buiding and neighborhood.
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Windows

Recommended

Maintaining windows on a regular basis to ensure that they
function properly and are completely operable.

Retaining and repairing historic windows when deteriorated.

Weather stripping and caulking historic windows, when
appropriate, to make them weather tight.

Installing interior or exterior storm windows or panels that
are compatible with existing historic windows.

Installing compatible and energy-efficient replacement
windows that match the appearance, size, design, proportion
and profile of the existing historic windows and that are also
durable, repairable and recyclable, when existing windows
are too deteriorated to repair.

Replacing missing windows with new, energy-efficient
windows that are appropriate to the style of historic building
and that are also durable, repairable and recyclable.

Retrofitting historic windows with high-performance glazing
or clear film, when possible, and only if the historic character
can be maintained.

Retrofitting historic steel windows and curtain-wall systems
to improve thermal performance without compromising their
character.

Installing clear, low-emissivity (low-e) glass or film without
noticeable color in historically-clear windows to reduce solar
heat gain.

Installing film in a slightly lighter shade of the same color tint
when replacing glazing panels on historically-dark-tinted
windows to improve daylighting.

Maintaining existing, reinstalling or installing new,
historically-appropriate shutters and awnings.

Repairing or reopening historically-operable interior

transoms, when possible, to improve air flow and cross
ventilation.
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Not Recommended

Neglecting to maintain historic windows and allowing them to
deteriorate beyond repair with the result that they must be
replaced.

Removing repairable historic windows and replacing them
with new windows for perceived improvement in energy
performance.

Replacing repairable historic windows with new insulated
windows.

Installing incompatible or inefficient replacement window
units that are not durable, recyclable or repairable when
existing windows are deteriorated beyond repair or missing.

Retrofitting historically-clear windows with tinted glass or
reflective coatings that will negatively impact the historic
character of the building.

Introducing clear glazing or a significantly lighter colored film
or tint than the original when replacing historically-dark-

tinted windows.

Removing historic shutters and awnings or installing
inappropriate ones.

Covering or removing existing transoms.
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