Modal Hierarchy — Street Typology
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Chicago

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Chicago Department of Transportation CDOT issues Complete Streets Chicago: This paradigm will balance Chicage’s streets
(CDOT) works to ensure that our streets are Design Guidelines to implement this policy. and make them more “complete.” In addition,
safe and designed for all users. The City of To create complete streets, CDOT has street design will be conducted in a manner
Chicago’s Complete Streets policy states: adopted a pedestrian-first modal hierarchy. that supports context and modal priorities and
The saloly-and convenisnce:of all users:af fhe All transportation projects and programs, is not limited by rigid engineering standards.
wansgoHiation syeein inckiding pedssrians from scoping to maintenance, will favor This will allow staff to develop innovative
bicyclists, ransit users, fraight, and mofor g pedestrians first, then transit riders, cyclists, solutions that meet the over-arching goal of a
vehicle drivers shall be accommodated and and avtomobiles. complefe sireef.
balanced in all types of transportation and
development projects and through all phases
of a project so that even the most vulnerable —
children, elderly, and persons with disabilities
— can fravel safely within the public right-of-
way.
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Complete Streets: Plan, design, build, maintain,
and operate the city’'s transportation systemin a
way that prioritizes pedestrians first, followed by
bicycling and transit use, and lastly motor vehicle
use. (Complete Streets Policy. Adopted May 2016.)
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Policy 9.6  Transportation hierarchy for people movement. Implement a hierarchy of
modes for people movement by making transportation system decisions
according to the following prioritization:

1. Walking

2. Cycling

3. Transit

4. Taxi / commercial transit / shared vehicles
5. Zero emission vehicles

6. Other private vehicles

Bellingham Washington
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Advantages Disadvantages

Can give decision makers a Difficult to ignore context when
guidance framework for making generally applying
tough decisions
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COMPLETE STREET DESIGN TREES - Pedestrian, Mixed-Use.

Chicago ...
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STREET TYPOLOGY

Street types are outcome-oriented, driven
by an overall vision for the intended future
state—both localized and network wide.

Street types are the general foundation
that reflects the hierarchy of multimodal
transportation. The hierarchy is determined
by street classifications: (a) transportation
link function, (b) characteristics of land use
and place, and (c) determination of mode
emphasis where uses or demands compete
for space.

Certain streets within these basic
classifications may be designated to
emphasize one or more modes. All classes,
or types, of street must support a high
quality residential environment and provide
network connectivity for all modes, yet

the unique design of each street may
provide some advantages that enhance its
emphasized mode.
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Many cities have developed street classification systems
specific to Avenue their local needs. These classification
systems generally combine 2-3 variables that guide decision-
making:

* Street type and usage

* Urban design context and built environment

* Qverlays, including modal priorities, special uses, and
historic designations

NACTO

Street

Avenue
Boulevard
Street

Arterial
Collector
Local

Alley
Lane
Main
Transit

Connector
Major
Multi-Way
Thoroughfare

Auto-Oriented

General
Multimodal
Parkway
Paseo
Pedestrian
Shared
Slow

Context

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

City
Town
Village

Campus
Cultural
Institutional

Center
Corridor
District
Downtown

Low-Density
Marketplace
Mixed-Use

Neighborhood

Park
Urban
Workplace

Overlay

Country Route
State Route

Sanitation Route
Snow Route
Truck Route

Ceremonial
Economic
Historic
Scenic

Bicycle Priority
Driving Priority
Pedestrian Priority
Transit Priority

Home Zone
Pedestrian District
Transit-Oriented
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Global Designing
Cities Initiative

. Pedestrian-Only Streets

. Laneways and Alleys

. Parklets

. Pedestrian Plazas

. Commercial Shared Streets

. Residential Shared Streets

. Residential Streets

. Neighborhood Main Streets
. Central One-Way Streets

. Central Two-Way Streets

. Transit Streets

. Large Streets with Transit

. Grand Streets

. Elevated Structure Improvements
. Elevated Structure Removal
. Streets to Streams

. Temporary Street Closures

. Post-Industrial Revitalization
. Waterfront and Parkside Streets
. Historic Streets

. Streets in Informal Areas




Example from Madison
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