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Overview 
The forest surveyed is a mixed southern hardwood forest dominated by shagbark hickory along 
with white and bur oak.  Black cherry was another major component with some larger dominants 
and a considerable portion of the secondary growth being cherry.  Other major secondary 
species were American elm and box elder. 
 
Understory 
The ground level is a mix of native and invasive species.  Younger trees observed were cherry, 
box elder and elm, with some hickory.  Patches of choke cherry and wild raspberry were 
common native shrubs.  Buckthorn and multiflora rose were the most pervasive exotic species, 
with garlic mustard also becoming widespread.  Burdock, honeysuckle and Japanese barberry 
were among other species observed.  
 
Ecology 
The oak and hickory are of the greatest ecological value.  The mast produced by these trees 
contributes significantly to many species of wildlife.  Cherry and hackberry are also fruiting 
species, both of which are important for a variety of birds.  Large dead trees and downed logs 
have significant ecological value.  Standing dead wood is important for woodpeckers and many 
other species, providing food and nesting cavities.  Large rotting logs are important for 
salamanders as well as insects and fungi.  Overall species diversity is likely under-observed 
because of seasonal limitations.    
 
Economics 
Most of the forest is mature enough for harvest and the much of the timber is high quality and 
high value.  If areas are being cleared for development, organizing a timber sale could defray 
some of the costs of site prep or fund management activities in the rest of the forest.  Logs 
could also be retained, milled locally, and the lumber could be sold to future home builders. 
 
Points of Interest 
Over the time in the woods a few observations were of note.  In the northeast corner a patch of 
young swamp white oak were recorded.  This species is fairly rare, so it has conservation value, 
especially young individuals like these.  Eastern Wahoo, or native burning bush was observed, 
this is also an uncommon species.  Several wild apples were also inventoried and observed.  
Some of these genetically unique individuals may date to early settlement and their flowers and 
fruit could make them desirable as ornamentals.  One last observation was that there is an 
artesian well in the northeast of the property that is the source for the small stream that runs 
along the eastern edge. 



Trees & Shrubs

Common Name Specific Name

Buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica

Honeysuckle Lonicera sp.

Japanese Barberry Berberis thunbergii

Multiflora Rose Rosa multiflora

Forbs

Burdock Arctium sp

Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata

Queen Anne's Lace Daucus carota

Grasses

Reed Canary Grass Phalaris arundinacea



Trees

Common Name Specific Name

American Elm Ulmus americana

Apple Malus sp.

Box Elder Acer negundo

Black Cherry Prunus serotina

Black Locust Robinia psuedoaccia

Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa

Hackberry Celtis occidentalis

Juniper Juniperus virginiana

Mulberry Morus sp.

Red Elm Ulmus rubra

Red Oak Quercus rubra

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata

Swamp White Oak Quercus bicolor

Trembling Aspen Populus tremuloides

White Oak Quercus alba

Understory

American Elm Ulmus americana

Box Elder Acer negundo

Black Cherry Prunus serotina

Choke Cherry Prunus virginiana

Eastern Wahoo Euonymus atropurpureus

Gooseberry Ribes sp.

Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata

Wild raspberry Rubus sp.

Vines

Poison Ivy Rhus radicans

Wild Grape Vitus riparia

Forbs

Canada Goldenrod Solidago canadensis

Giant Ragweed Ambrosia trifida

Rough Avens Guem laciniatum

Stickseed Hacklia virginiana

Grasses
Wood Sedge Carex blanda

Ferns
Shield Fern Polystichum setiferum
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