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Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Conceptual Elements

- BRT vs. Local Bus (differing characteristics)

- Direct Routes/Fewer Stops

- Simple, Frequent All-Day (incl. evening/weekend) 
Service; every 10-15 min.

- Branded Stations and Buses

- Transit Signal Priority and Other Intersection 
Treatments

- Off-Board Fare Payment

- Bus-Only Lanes (median or curb; full or partial)
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Key Project Elements - BRT

BRT vs. Local Bus (travel time benefits)

Midday from Capitol Square to:

o West Towne in 30 min compared to 40-50 min

o East Towne in 25 min compared to 35 min

o Warner Park in 20 min compared to 30 min

o Fitchburg Hatchery Hill in 25 min compared to 40 min
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BRT Phase 1 Project Development

- City Resolution (2018): Phase 1 East to West Corridor (termini TBD)

- Downtown Street Routing Evaluation

- Traffic Impact Analysis

- Prepare FTA Small Starts Application

- $500,000 Budget for Planning Project
•AECOM/Strand/UA: Notice to Proceed Oct. 2

- PIM #1: Wed., Dec. 12, 6:00-8:00p, Central Library

- Est. Phase 1 Capital Budget: $50-85 million
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Potential Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Routes





Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Conceptual Elements
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Loop Link 

BRT

Chicago, IL



Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Conceptual Elements
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Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Conceptual Elements
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EmX BRT

Eugene, 
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Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
Conceptual Elements
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DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION







DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION

Two Transfers

Three buses

1 hour

6:30 am



DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION

One Transfer

Two buses

37 minutes

6:30 am



DEPARTMENT OF
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DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION

A regional strategy with a branded package could include:

Facility

Facility

1101 EW and Satellite Facility
Imagine Madison Comp Plan

Transit Priority Measures

Park and ride

Park and ride

Park and ride

Park and ride
Bus Rapid Transit

Service to 
Sun Prairie

Service to neighboring communities 

JobRide Plus
JobRide Plus

JobRide Plus

Intercity Bus Terminal

Electric Buses

Increased 
frequency

Increased 
frequency



DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION

JobRide Plus Concept

• Shared ride 

access to 

peripheral 

employers

• More efficient 

access to 

employers within 

Metro service 

area

• Late night 

shared ride 

service for shift 

workers

Transfer Point



How do City residents travel to work?

Source: US Census American Community Survey, 2008-2012



Public Transit Work Trips

(by Census Tract)


