
















Bob Klebba 

704 E Gorham St 

Madison WI 53703 

12 December 2018 

Board of Parks Commissioners 

Dear Commissioners, 

I’ve been involved in the James Madison Park Master Plan for more than a year, first to get an RFP 

started and then as a participant in the meetings throughout 2018.  I’m pleased with most of the 

features of the proposed plan. I’m excited about the storm water management and the reactivated park 

shelter. 

However there are two salient issues that lead me to ask you to put a hold on the approval of the JMP 

master plan until they can be better defined. 

First is the complete lack of a maintenance plan for the park.  This is a required item according to the 

Parks Master Plan Report Format approved by the Parks Commission on 10 February 2016.  The master 

plan recommends native plant buffer strips along the lake shore and a hillside meadow area.  In the last 

5 years I’ve watched a native plant buffer strip in JMP get planted and then get destroyed due to 

negligence.  A large community effort was required to set up a maintenance plan to address wild parsnip 

in the existing meadow.  The plan still requires continued tweaking. 

A maintenance plan must be in place before we can even consider new features for the park.  Right now 

any tree species chosen must be resistant to current landscaping practices.  If we set up a maintenance 

plan, we could address these practices so that a greater diversity of trees can be accommodated. 

Selection and design of hardscaping features also figure into the maintenance plan.  In the planning 

meetings, activating JMP in the winter was one of the discussions.  Are the proposed foot paths set up 

for easy plowing?  Will they accommodate the 10-20 maintenance trucks and other vehicles that drive 

down them every day? Where do the maintenance vehicles access the proposed and existing structures 

without interfering with park activities? 

Clearly a maintenance plan is required before the master plan can be approved. 

The second issue is the unfortunate location  and size of the parking.  The location disregards the 

environmental sustainability goal of the master plan by greatly expanding the surface area required for a 

similar number of stalls.  Some comments have suggested using permeable pavement, but the current 

technology does not provide permeability over a long term without appropriate maintenance.  

Furthermore, the placement of the parking at the narrowest spot in the park puts it where it 

disproportionally reduces the greenspace between Gorham St and the lake. 



The proposed location of the parking presents a visual barrier between Gorham St and the lake.  This 

barrier reduces the aesthetic value of the park for commuting pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists.  

While some of the parking is lowered below sidewalk grade, it still presents a large visual and functional 

discontinuity between the park boundary and the greenspace.  Our goal should be to welcome people 

into the park with few or no barriers. 

The configuration of the proposed parking will not improve safety or reduce the deleterious activities we 

are currently experiencing in JMP.  The entrance and exit on Gorham St will promote cruising through 

the parking area and more drive-by transactions or incidents.  With cars blocking the view between the 

park and the street, it will be easier for young children to disappear behind cars and wander into the 

parking area or worse into the street. 

Clearly we need some parking for the park shelter, the boat house, and for Gates of Heaven.  In addition 

to a limited number of parking stalls in the park, we can easily add 10 stalls on Butler St and we can 

designate areas on Gorham St for accessible parking only.  The front door to Gates of Heaven is about 

300 m or a 4-minute walk to the nearest municipal parking garage.  We do not want the Parks Division 

to be in competition with the Parking Utility.   

Nowhere in the Parks Division Vision Statement, Mission Statement, or Value Statement is parking listed 

as a priority or requirement.  The majority of JMP users arrive by foot.  Bus stops in the park serve 5 bus 

routes.  Within 4 blocks there are over 20 bus routes and the proposed BRT route.  There is a heavily 

used BCycle kiosk in the park.  There will eventually be bike parking in JMP.  With an abundance of 

transportation modalities, the JMP master plan should not prioritize cars. 

An easy solution would be to eliminate the parking along Gorham St, to reduce the parking behind Gates 

of Heaven, and to provide a few stalls at the new shelter.  This would require revisiting the 

neighborhood’s proposal for addressing the safety issues behind Gates of Heaven. 

Please keep in mind your mission statement: “To provide the ideal system of parks, natural 

resources and recreational opportunities which will enhance the quality of life for everyone.” There 

are more ideal alternatives to the proposed parking.  I strongly urge you to reject approving the James 

Madison Park Master Plan until the issues I present here are corrected. 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob Klebba 
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