






-----Original Message----- 
From: Fey Nan <nanfey2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 05, 2018 9:50 AM 
To: Park Commission <pacommission@cityofmadison.com> 
Cc: Reistad, George <GReistad@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Madison Parks Commission: Attachment to Agenda Item #12 
 
Dear Park Commissioners, 
 
I’m writing as Chair of the Madison Food Policy Council to highlight a memorandum 
regarding the Milwaukee Street Special Area Plan — Item 12 (Legistar 53472) on your 
agenda for November 7th, 2018. The Madison Food Policy Council will also be 
considering this Special Area Plan on Wednesday at 5:30 in the Central Library, with a 
full discussion of the recommendations in this memo. I expect the vote to include some 
of them for consideration by other reviewing boards and commissions. The Milwaukee 
Street Special Area Plan is the first item on our agenda, so the Food Policy Council will 
have voted on its recommendations in plenty of time for Dan McAuliffe (who will be 
attending both meetings from the Planning Division) to report in person on the substance 
of our discussion when it comes up on your agenda later in the evening.  
 
The Urban Agriculture Work Group of the Madison Food Policy Council is uniquely 
qualified to provide knowledgeable insight and inspiration on how the City can implement 
its newly adopted, and community supported, values expressed in the Comprehensive 
Plan for preservation of farmland. Thank you for considering these recommendations.  
 
Nan Fey 
Chair, Madison Food Policy Council 
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TO:    Madison Food Policy Council 
FROM:  Martin Bailkey, Chair, Urban Agriculture Work Group 
DATE:    November 2, 2018 
RE:   Urban Ag Work Group Recommendations for  

Milwaukee Street Special Area Plan 
 
In March 2018, the Common Council authorized Planning Division staff to prepare detailed land 
use and transportation recommendations for the Milwaukee Street corridor generally between 
Fair Oaks Avenue and Highway 51.  The largest individual property is the Voit Farm property, 
just east of Starkweather Creek on the north side of Milwaukee Street.  A total of 65 acres, 
approximately one half of the land, is considered developable while the northern portion is 
largely comprised of wetlands, floodplains and a quarry pond.  Currently a portion of the site is 
being farmed for row crops, and the remainder is part of a quarry operation.  
 
Planning staff engaged in a series of community engagement activities during the spring and 
summer.  During this period the Madison Food Policy Council’s (MFPC) Comprehensive Plan 
Work Group was focused on creating food system recommendations to the Imagine Madison 
process, and was not aware of the Milwaukee Street plan effort until Martin Bailkey attended a 
public input meeting on July 25th.  In early August, the draft Milwaukee Street Plan documents 
were distributed to the Urban Agriculture Work Group for review.  The Work Group determined 
that the draft plan lacked strong adherence to the urban agriculture recommendations recently 
adopted by the City in the new comprehensive plan (initially generated by the MFPC 
Comprehensive Plan Work Group).  Given that the land within the Milwaukee Street planning 
area was both historically and perceptually linked with farming, the Urban Agriculture Work 
Group strongly believed that stronger language supporting market farming and community 
gardens needed to be in the final plan recommendations. 
 
At the September 5th MFPC meeting, Dan McAuliffe from Planning presented a progress report 
on the Milwaukee Street Special Area Plan, and members of the Urban Agriculture Work Group, 
supported by other MFPC members (including alders), stated their concerns.  During September 
and October, members of the Urban Agriculture Work Group, along with Food Policy Director, 
George Reistad, held additional meetings with city staff.  This led to the MFPC becoming one of 
four formally designated referral bodies for the Milwaukee Street Special Area Plan, along with 
the Board of Park Commissioners, the Transportation Policy and Planning Board, and the Plan 
Commission.  At its November 7th meeting, the full MFPC will act on the following 
recommendations from the Work Group that, if enacted, will be provided to the Plan 
Commission at its November 19th meeting. 
 
Recommendations 
 
The Urban Agriculture Work Group’s proposed recommendations to the final Milwaukee Street 
Special Area Plan involve strengthening the draft plan’s existing language on market farming 
and community gardens in a manner consistent with the supportive language for farms and 
gardens in other recent city plan documents – the Darbo-Worthington Neighborhood Plan and, in 
particular, the new City of Madison Comprehensive Plan, on which the Milwaukee Street 
Special Area Plan’s goals and recommendations are organized.  A final recommendation, for 



	

	

later consideration outside of the current area plan process, suggests exploring the use of a city 
zoning designation to facilitate the future establishment of market farming within the plan area.     
 
The recommendations are as follows: 
 

• Under the Area Plan draft’s “Green & Resilient” group of recommendations, the mention 
of community gardens in Goal 1, Recommendation 5 (p. 25), should be removed from 
that recommendation and re-inserted within a new, separate recommendation to “Explore 
the establishment of market farms and community gardens throughout the plan area.”  

• Under the “Culture & Character” group of recommendations, Goal 1, Recommendation 1 
(p. 26) should be changed from “Consider reflecting the existing rural/agrarian design of 
the Voit Farm area in new development patterns” to: “Look to reinforce the site’s history 
and longstanding public perception as an agricultural site through new development 
patterns reflecting the concept of agrihoods, similar to Troy Gardens on Madison’s 
Northside.”  

• Under the “Culture & Character” group of recommendations, Goal 1, Recommendation 4 
(p. 26) should be changed from “Support community events, i.e. food carts, farmer’s 
markets, and community gardens” to “To promote local food security and food 
businesses, encourage opportunities for the direct sale of fresh food grown either within 
the plan area or from nearby farms and gardens, through an onsite seasonal farmers 
market or farmstand.”  

• Finally, use this opportunity to explore the future feasibility of using the city’s Urban 
Agricultural District zoning designation for the facilitation of market farming within parts 
of the plan area.  The stated purpose of the Urban Agricultural District is: 

 
  …to ensure that urban garden and farm areas are appropriately located and  
  protected to meet needs for local food production, and to enhance community  
  health, community education, garden-related job training, natural resources  
  protection, preservation of green space, and community enjoyment. (MGO  
  28.093) 

  
 This purpose is seen by the Urban Agriculture Work Group as highly compatible with the 
 community aspirations currently in the Area Plan draft; for example, its “Green & 
 Resilient” and “Culture & Character” goals.  According to city staff, the Urban 
 Agricultural District designation has been underutilized since its inclusion in the 2009 
 Zoning Ordinance, with Troy Gardens being the only existing application.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The Urban Agriculture Work Group sees the Milwaukee Street Special Area Plan as a 
continuation of its advocacy for the inclusion of community food system recommendations in the 
city’s planning and visioning efforts.  The Work Group respectfully requests that the MFPC 
consider the recommendations in this memo, and, if agreeable, formally approve them for 
submittal to Planning staff and the other referral bodies.  
 



From: Fey Nan <nanfey2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2018 3:08 PM 
To: Park Commission <pacommission@cityofmadison.com> 
Cc: Miller, Nicole <NMiller@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Information about Voit Pond for Distribution 11/7/2018 

 

Here’s the original message and attachment. Nan 

From: "Matthew Miller, PhD Soil Science" <savepond2018@gmail.com> 

Subject: Fwd: Information about Voit Pond for Distribution 11/7/2018 
Date: November 7, 2018 at 12:13:00 PM CST 

To: martinson.allison@gmail.com, cgbrockel@gmail.com, 

mance.claire@countyofdane.com, dsuri@wisc.edu, lreynolds.rd@gmail.com, 

ecanderson4@wisc.edu, garrett@communitygroundworks.org, hedirudd@gmail.com, 

aschauerhenry@gmail.com, district2@cityofmadison.com, ldfarnsworth@wisc.edu, 

bailkey@sbcglobal.net, nanfey2@gmail.com, district18@cityofmadison.com, 

rejoyce@madison.k12.wi.us, satyarhodesconway@gmail.com, 

syoungbauer@madison.k12.wi.us 

 

November 7, 2018 

Madison Food Council 

Dear Council Members, 

Attached is our October 25, 2018 report on a  

phosphorus removal plan by the City of Madison  

Engineering Division to use aluminum compounds to remove  

phosphorus from the stormwaters of the east branch of Starkweather Creek. 

 

We are opposed to any land purchase by the Stormwater Utility  

of property within the Starkweather Watershed for the purposes  

of adding aluminum chemicals to the waters therein.   

 

Please note: 

A major source of information about the City of Madison plans  

(A Phase 1 Feasibility Analysis) was issued in March 2016. 
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The land purchase for the Stormwater Utility may have been  

an issue that has been before your committee or  

may come before your committee in the future.   

 

Would you please share this email and the attached  

informational piece with all your committee members?   

 Sincerely, 

Matthew Miller & John Steines, Friends of Voit Pond 

Save Voit Pond   SavePond2018@gmail.com 
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From: Carl Landsness <weneedadream@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2018 2:35 PM 
To: Park Commission <pacommission@cityofmadison.com>; Rutledge, Kay 
<KRutledge@cityofmadison.com>; Knepp, Eric <EKnepp@cityofmadison.com> 
Cc: Si Widstrand <si.widstrand@gmail.com>; Lance Green <greenlance@aol.com>; McAuliffe, 
Daniel <DMcAuliffe@cityofmadison.com>; Shea, Ann <AShea@cityofmadison.com>; Hartley, 
Tracey <THartley@cityofmadison.com>; Ahrens, David <district15@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Parks Commission agenda #12: Milwaukee St Plan 

 

Agenda 

#12: https://madison.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3698422&GUID=B8511F

DF-9E69-4192-86C6-C5932613D563 

 

 

Dear Parks Commissioners, 

 

I write as Friends of Starkweather Co-Chair (but not speaking for the Friends) 

and as native/current resident of the area. 

 

I and the Friends (FSC) have long grappled with the many very diverse and unique 

challenges and opportunities of this area... being actively involved in many meetings and 

activities affecting this and nearby areas (including the public input meetings for this 

plan)... plus meeting with Dan M. I/we acknowledge the unique challenges and 

unknowns of this area... and the challenges of balancing so many conflicting interests, 

needs, desires, opinions and resources.  

 

While FSC dreams of a continuous green corridor from the Starkweather Creek mouth to 

Hwy 30 (or beyond)... we realize the many barriers to such. And while we might prefer 

the green corridor to be fully natural or restored (e.g. wetlands)... we realize that wisely 

developed parks, homes, businesses and transportation corridors can complement or 

contribute to such dreams. Therefore... I and FSC have felt generally supportive of the 

draft plan (and comments I read from Urban Agriculture Workgroup)... trusting that the 

plan (and city staff) are flexible enough to work with future changes. 

 

That said... FSC has recently received a bold alternative proposal (from local champions) 

for the Voit pond project that intrigues us... but with too many unanswered questions to 

comment much until after our Nov. board meeting. It would use the uniquely clean water 

pond as public park space (e.g. expanding the adjacent Starkweather Conservation Park). 

 

Lastly... I wish to applaud Eric, Tracey and Ann for their initiatives and support for the 

very fulfilling and popular Bird and Nature collaborations... plus last week's Flood 

Cleanup Challenge (in very challenging weather). They have fed my soul in huge ways... 

especially seeing how they feed the souls of so many kids and adults suffering from 

severe Nature Deficit Disorder. 

 

Carl Landsness, Friends of Starkweather Co-Chair 

(and Starkweather native, invasive, peacemaker and troublemaker) 
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