
Single Use Straw Bans/Limitations on Plastic Products: 
Seattle, WA (population - 704,352) 

• ban on plastic straws and utensils - All businesses that sell food or drinks must offer compostable or 
recyclable options — or ask patrons to forgo the tools altogether 

• Prohibits restaurants, delis, coffee shops, food trucks, cafeterias and grocery stores from providing the 
plastic items to customers. 

o Upon request only, those vendors may provide people with a compostable straw or utensil. 
o ban carries a $250 fine for any businesses who violate it 

Davis, CA – (65,000)  
Key points from the ordinance include the following: 

• Sit-down restaurants in Davis will be required to ask dine-in customers if they want a beverage straw 
before providing one. 

• This ordinance applies to any restaurant that provides food or drink for dine-in customers for 
consumption on its premises. 

• This ordinance does not apply to take-out food orders at any restaurant, fast-food establishment, café, 
deli, etc. that provides food or drink for consumption off its premises. 

Malibu, CA (12,645) 
• banning restaurants and food vendors from offering or selling plastic straws, stirrers and utensils to 

customers. 
San Luis Obispo, CA (47,536)  

• Dine-in customers of San Luis Obispo restaurants, bars and cafes will soon have to request single-use 
plastic straws for their drinks instead of receiving them automatically. 

• And the sale and use of single-use plastic bottles and cups will be restricted from city events including 
Farmers Market and Concerts in the Plaza. 

• Meanwhile, the city also plans to increase its number of drinking stations that cater to reusable bottles, 
adding 10 over the next two years at locations like Sinsheimer Stadium, French Park, Mission Plaza and 
the Ludwick Community Center. 

Miami Beach, FL (91,917)–  
• banned plastic straws on the beach in 2012 
• Currently considering ordinance would ban plastic straws and stirrers in marinas, beaches, parks and 

sidewalk cafes and in city buildings in Miami Beach. 
Fort Myers, FL (77,146) 

• ordinance that prohibited distribution of plastic drinking straws in the town, with limited exceptions. The 
ordinance allows straws made of paper, plant, vegetable and other materials containing nothing artificial 
or synthetic. 

• exempts plastic straws used in private homes, at the Beach public school or those prepackaged with 
drinks outside the town — like single-serve juice and milk cartons. 

Vancouver, BC (647,540) 
• ban plastic drinking straws, single use Styrofoam takeout containers and cups 
• councilors also approved a bylaw which will regulate, and aim to reduce, the use of disposable cups and 

shopping bags in Vancouver. 
o Businesses will have to eliminate the disposables entirely, charge customers for them, or arrive 

at an alternative solution which must be pre-approved by city council. 
United Kingdom –  

• government proposing banning plastic straws, drink stirrers and cotton swabs in England 
o possible exception for plastic straws used for medical purposes 

The American Chemistry Council suggests only providing straws when customers’ requests one 
 
 
 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/the-last-straw-seattle-will-say-goodbye-to-plastic-straws-utensils-with-upcoming-ban/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/seattle-bans-plastic-straws-and-utensils_us_5b3a5536e4b05127cceafa4a
http://cityofdavis.org/city-hall/public-works/solid-waste-and-recycling/beverage-straw-ordinance
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-malibu-plastic-ban-20180226-story.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article180951771.html
http://www.miamitodaynews.com/breaking/miami-beach-straw-vote-would-stop-plastics-use/
https://www.news-press.com/story/news/2018/02/04/visitors-fort-myers-beach-now-sucking-up-very-well-without-plastic-straws/301989002/
https://www.plantbasednews.org/post/vancouver-confirms-plastic-straw-ban
https://www.cnn.com/2018/04/19/europe/uk-plastics-ban-plan-intl/index.html
https://www.americanchemistry.com/Media/PressReleasesTranscripts/ACC-news-releases/Use-It-If-You-Need-It-ACC-Announces-Product-Stewardship-Position-for-Straws.html


viewpoint from disabled person: 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-powell-straw-ban_us_5b1e76ade4b0bbb7a0df9303  
 
 
Plastic Straw Bans Face Blowback: 

• California, New York , Hawaii all considered state level straw bans 
o Hawaii died 
o CA, NY pending 

• The American Chemistry Council also opposes plastic-straw bans and recently suggested that an 
“opt-in” plan, under which diners must ask for a straw, is a better solution. 

•  at least one expert in the field of “marine plastic” suggests plastic-straw bans may not make 
much of a dent in the problem. 

• In California, the opt-in already has become the fallback position for advocates of a statewide 
plastic-straw ban. Unlike some of the city ordinances, the bill in the Legislature would provide 
for straws only on request in sit-down restaurants.  

o It would not apply to takeout-only restaurants, meaning those eateries could continue 
to hand out straws to all customers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/opinion-powell-straw-ban_us_5b1e76ade4b0bbb7a0df9303
http://www.governing.com/topics/transportation-infrastructure/sl-plastic-straw-ban.html
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