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Jewish Social Services --
Strengthening Lives In Keeping 
with Our Values

Services Offered 

• Case Management for Seniors and Others
• Senior Adult Programs
• Chaplaincy
• Refugee Resettlement



What does Jewish Social Services have to do 
with immigrants and economic 
development in Dane County?  

Why Did Jewish Social Services Start 
Resettling Refugees in Madison?





79 refugees resettled by JSS in FY17 and 18 

from Afghanistan, Burundi, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Iraq Pakistan, Rwanda, and 
Syria. 



Where did Jewish Social 
Services get the data for this 

report??





2017 Gateway For Growth Grantees



JSS Partners for Gateways for Growth Award



Dane County Immigrant Population is Growing

Immigrant population 
of Dane County 

45,038





Although the foreign-born made up 8.7% of the 
county’s overall population, they represented 
10.7% of its working-age population



Immigrants are Overrepresented in key industries and 
occupations including:

Industries Occupations



Where are Immigrants Working?



“People are so welcoming here that 
I feel confident enough to start 
something to support the 
community.”  -- Pepe Barros, 
Immigrant from Chile and creator 
of Down with Bikes

Dane County is a great place to be an entrepreneur. 



$1.4B 
earned

$1B for 
spending

$248.9M 
federal 
taxes

$124.1M 
state/local 

taxes

In 2016 , 
immigrant 
households 
in Dane 
County 
earned $1.4B 
as compared 
to $16.8B for 
U.S. born 
population

After taxes,  
they had 
$1B in 
spending 
power as 
compared 
to 11.9B for 
U.S. born 
population.

Buying Power of Immigrants -- 2016



“Trust me, I love it. I am so glad I’m paying 
back.”

--- Saif Al Saedi, former Iraqi refugee and current Dane 
County property manager and landlord when asked 
about paying his taxes



More than 1 in 3 immigrants in 
Dane County are naturalized for 

a total of 16,894

An additional 8,301 are likely 
eligible for citizenship



So what’s next?



2Deadline: November 19, 2018 at 5pm ET.



The Gateways for Growth Challenge is a 
competitive opportunity for local communities to 
receive tailored research, direct technical 
assistance, and/or matching grants from New 
American Economy (NAE) and Welcoming 
America (WA) in support of the development of 
multi-sector plans for welcoming and integrating 
immigrants.



Strategic Planning Support Offered

1. Local Research (received by JSS for Dane 
County, 2018)

2. Technical Assistance– i.e. initial convening or 
stakeholder meetings for planning process; 
sharing best practices & models for an 
integration strategy or recommendations; or 
public messaging campaigns advice

3. Matching Grants – up to $12,500



Expectations

1. Commitment from a lead/convening partner

2. Interest or endorsement from the private 
sector

3. Person or committee to oversee and coordinate 
the planning process within the community

4. Commitment to developing and publicly 
releasing a final multi-sector strategic plan by 
December 2019



Dane County and Madison 
can show how immigrants 
benefit our community.



To Learn More about the technical report: 
Dawn Berney
Executive Director of Jewish Social Services
6434 Enterprise Lane, Madison, WI 53719
(608) 442-4081
dawn@jssmadison.org
Jssmadison.org

To Learn More about the Gateways for Growth: 

http://gatewaysforgrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/G4G-Round-III-RFP.pdf


