


August 16, 2018 

Preservation Planner & Landmarks Commission 

Department of Planning & Community & Economic Development 

Planning Division 

126 S. Hamilton Street 

PO Box 2985 

Madison, WI  53701-2985 

Subject: Proposal to build shed in backyard of 2222 Van Hise Ave. (Aldo Leopold 

House, Madison Historical Landmark) 

To the Landmarks Commission: 

We moved into the Aldo Leopold House (2222 Van Hise Ave.) about a year ago, and 

we're honored to be the caretakers for a home with such an important history. 

We'd like to build a shed in the backyard for storage and as a playhouse for the kids. 

Our proposal is to build something that looks very much like Leopold's famous shack 

near Baraboo, although at a smaller scale (approximately 2/3 scale). We feel that 

having the shed resemble the Leopold Shack would be more interesting than a 

conventional shed, and would fit better to the historical character of the Leopold legacy. 

The structure would be placed at the back of the property, not visible form the street 

unless you were peering around the side, and would meet the other zoning 

requirements for sheds like offset from property line, height, etc. This would be a non-

permanent structure (gravel and skid foundation, no poured concrete) with a total 

footprint of 144 ft2. A summary of the proposed structure and placement is on the next 

page, with Figures attached. 

We hope that the Commission will consider this an appropriate addition to this historic 

property. 

Sincerely, 

Chris and Katherine McMahon 

2222 Van Hise Ave. 

Madison, WI 53726 

chris.w.mcmahon@gmail.com 

608.609.4302 

mailto:chris.w.mcmahon@gmail.com


Shed proposed for 2222 Van Hise Ave. 

Subject Details Attached References 

Shed Dimensions 8’W x 12’L main section, with 6’W x 
8’L lean (wall height is 7’0”, 
including plates, and ridge is 10’2” 
high with 8/12 roof pitch 

Total footprint: 144 ft2 

1. QUOTE from The Cottage Works
(Option 1)

2. Fig. 1. Drawing of front and top
dimensions

3. Fig 2. Photo of Leopold Shack (for
reference)

Shed Materials Foundation: Gravel and skid 

Siding: Board and batten, pine 
,treated to appear weathered 

Roof: Cedar and/or asphalt 
shingles. Stovepipe chimney (no 
stove) to resemble Leopold shack 
before chimney was built. 

Windows: With swing-out wood 
shutters 

QUOTE from The Cottage Works 
(Option 1) 

Yard Placement Rear of backyard, approximately in 
the middle, 4’ from property line 

Fig. 3. Current photo of backyard 

Fig. 4. Drawing of property from 
above, with proposed placement of 
shed 









Fig. 2. Leopold Shack, Baraboo WI (National Historic Landmark) 

Fig. 3. Current photo of the backyard (from 2nd floor) 



Fig. 4. Drawing of property from above, with proposed placement of shed 
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