
	

	

MEMORANDUM	
	
TO:		Common	Council		
	
FROM:	Madison	Food	Policy	Council	
	
RE:	Draft	Comprehensive	Plan		
	
DATE:	August	3,	2018	
	
The	Madison	Food	Policy	Council,	as	the	only	official	policy	body	with	expertise	and	
responsibility	for	food	issues,	created	a	Work	Group	to	provide	feedback	throughout	
the	Imagine	Madison	comprehensive	planning	process	beginning	in	January	of	2017.	
For	over	eighteen	months,	we	have	worked	diligently	with	staff	to	provide	input	and	
feedback	during	every	phase	of	the	process;	we	have	also	consulted	five	boards	and	
commissions	to	refine	and	support	food-related	elements	of	the	Comp	Plan.	Overall,	
we	are	very	pleased	with	the	Strategies	that	focus	on	food	and	agriculture	in	the	
plan	and	respectfully	request	that	members	of	the	Common	Council	support	the	list	
of	revisions	described	on	the	second	page	of	this	memo.	
	
There	is	one	issue,	however,	we	believe	the	Comprehensive	Plan	should	
acknowledge	more	directly.	While	Planning	Division	staff	has	worked	to	
accommodate	our	requests	to	include	references	to	food-related	policy,	we	are	still	
concerned	that	the	final	document	may	not	fully	acknowledge	the	serious	need	to	
address	continuing	loss	of	productive	farmland	near	our	major	urban	area.	A	simple	
comparison	of	the	Growth	Priority	Areas	map	(page	16)	with	the	Productive	
Agricultural	Soils	and	Natural	Limitations	for	Building	Site	Development	maps	
(pages	141	and	143)	illustrates	the	challenge	very	well.	We	believe	it	will	be	
important	for	staff	and	policy	makers	to	balance	the	strong	community	values	
that	support	local	food	and	the	preservation	of	farmland,	as	expressed	during	
the	Imagine	Madison	process,	with	development	interests	as	the	city	grows.		
As	the	Food	Policy	Council	pursues	the	Effective	Government	action	to	create	a	
future	regional	food	systems	plan,	it	will	be	important	to	face	this	issue	and	better	
balance	the	desire	for	development	with	an	almost	certain	need	for	local	food	
production.	Meanwhile,	the	following	revision	in	the	current	draft	would	clarify	the	
Comprehensive	Plan’s	recognition	of	this	very	important	planning	issue:		
	

Land	Use	Strategy	6	(as	currently	revised)	reads	“Facilitate	compact	growth		
to	reduce	the	development	of	farmland.”	Its	actions	suggest	approaching	
Neighborhood	Development	Plans	differently,	favoring	redevelopment	and	
infill,	and	including	“agrihoods”	as	an	appropriate	neighborhood	design.		
In	the	proposed	revision	to	introductory	language	on	page	19	of	Attachment	
43,	we	suggest	revising	two	words	in	the	first	sentence	of	the	second	
paragraph	so	it	would	read	as	follows:	The	strong	community	preference	
for	infill	and	redevelopment	need	not	be	taken	as	a	demand	for	
eliminating	edge	growth.		



	

	

The	Madison	Food	Policy	Council	respectfully	requests	your	continued	
support	for	the	following	Strategies	and	revisions,	all	of	which	have	been	
supported	by	the	Madison	Food	Policy	Council	and	a	number	of	other	boards		
and	committees	noted	in	parentheses:		
	
Land	Use:	Strategy	6	recognizing	that	the	value	of	agricultural	land	was	not	
considered	in	past	Neighborhood	Development	Planning	efforts.			
(Sustainable	Madison	Committee,	Plan	Commission)	
	
Neighborhoods:	Strategy	8:	Restoring	the	sentence	“Access	to	healthy	food	is	one	of	
the	most	basic	life-sustaining	strategies	of	the	Comprehensive	Plan.”			
(Board	of	Health,	CDBG,	Housing	Strategy	Committee,	Plan	Commission)	
	
Economy	&	Opportunity:	Strategy	7	broadening	the	focus	to	include	other	areas	and	
resources	in	the	city,	and	acknowledging	the	regional	food	system	and	replacing	the	
graphic	on	page	70	with	one	that	illustrates	the	importance	of	the	food	sector	in	the	
local	economy.		(Economic	Development	Committee,	Plan	Commission)		
	
Culture	&	Character:		Strategy	3	adding	food	to	the	list	of	elements	that	help	to	
create	community	spaces.	(CDBG,	Plan	Commission)	
	
Green	&	Resilient:		Strategy	9	adding	an	action	to	develop	guidelines	for	best	
practices	when	growing	food	in	the	city	and	a	definition	of	“sustainable	agriculture”		
to	the	Glossary.		Language	was	also	added	to	suggest	“agrihoods”	as	an	approach	to	
balancing	development	with	farmland	preservation,	and	a	definition	added	to	the	
Glossary.	(CDBG,	Sustainable	Madison	Committee,	Plan	Commission)	
	
Effective	Government:	Strategy	1	to	pursue	regional	solutions	to	regional	issues	
includes	creating	a	food	systems	plan.	(Economic	Development	Committee,		
Plan	Commission)		
	
	
	
Thank	you	for	your	consideration	and	support.		
Madison	Food	Policy	Council	through	its	Comp	Plan	Work	Group	members:	Martin	
Bailkey,	Marcia	Caton	Campbell,	Lindsey	Day	Farnsworth,	Nan	Fey	&	Kyle	Richmond	
















	180806_Late Comments
	180806_Late Comments
	Comp Plan Memo to Council August 2018
	180806_Late Comment

	20180806113018595_Redacted

	20180807085157710_Redacted



