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Project Description

Project Title  

Location(s)    

   

Start date/time 

Project costs:

   

   

   

215 Martin Luther King
Jr. Blvd., Suite LL-100

P.O. Box 2985
Madison WI 53701-2985

Phone: (608) 261-9134
Fax: (608) 267-8739

www.cityofmadison.com/mac

Madison Arts Commission 

The City of Madison (MAC) 
recognizes the unique value of 
the arts and the contribution 
they make to the quality of life 
within our community. Madison 
Arts Commission was created by 
ordinance in 1974, to advise the 
Mayor, Common Council and 
city agencies on matters which 
relate to the creation, presenta-
tion and funding of public art.

Deadlines

�� Deadlines are: February 1,  
June 1, and October 1

�� All application materials must 
be emailed to the Madison Arts 
Commission (madisonarts@
cityofmadison.com) by 4:30 pm 
on the day of the deadline. 

 BLINK Grant Application

“The Beehive Project” by Chele Isaac, 
was an interactive public art project con-
sisting of a large scale beehive, featuring 
a queen bee inside typing a story on an 
old typewriter. The public participated 
by helping to write the story. 

Photo: Nadia Niggli

Applicant Information

Name 

Address (no P.O. boxes) 

City/State/Zip 

Phone 

Email  

Continue to page 2

   

   

   

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

End date/time 

  

Estimated Total Costs / Income  

Do you have the necessary insurance coverage? 

 �Yes  �No

Do you have all necessary permits and permissions? 

 �Yes  �No �In progess

Additional project income (if any):

Amount requested from MAC

http://www.cityofmadison.com/mac
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Conceptual Approach   

    

    

    

    

Project Description (400 words or less)

    

    

    

 BLINK Grant Application (continued)


	Name: Grant Gustafson (with Laurie Beth Clark & Michael Peterson)
	Address no PO boxes: 136 N. Franklin Street, Apt 1
	CityStateZip: Madison, WI 53706
	Phone: 651 343 6425
	Email: grant.gustafson@wisc.edu
	Project Title: 500 Bowls (of Soup)
	Locations 1: Dane County Farmers Market
	Locations 2: 
	Start datetime: 6 October
	End datetime: 27 October
	Project costs 2: 
	Project costs 3: 
	undefined: Artists' Labor ($2500)
	undefined_2: Soup & Bread Ingredients ($200)
	Madison Arts Commission: 
	Amount requested from MAC: 1500
	Do you have the necessary insurance coverage: undefined_3
	Do you have all necessary permits and permissions: In progess
	Conceptual Approach 1: In 2009, the artists Laurie Beth Clark and Michael Peterson (aka Spatula&Barcode) were guests of the Spanish artist Alicia Rios in the village of Valdepeñas de Jaén in Andalucia, Spain where they participated in a matanza, an annual festival to celebrate local pigs. As part of this festival, which also included parades and storytelling as well as the preparation of foods for storage, five hundred members of that small town sat down together at long tables for dinner. A bowl of stew was served to each attendee in a handmade commemorative ceramic bowl. Clark and Peterson found the idea of an entire community sharing a meal to be poignant, memorable, and compelling, and have wanted since that time to adapt this resonant image for Madison. However, Clark and Peterson felt they had to wait for the right collaborator to emerge. That unique opportunity presented itself when ceramicist and performance artist Grant Gustafson expressed interest in partnering on a large scale project that would include both food and ceramics.

We all thought that the Farmers Market would be an ideal venue for this project and reached out to market director Sarah Elliott, who found the proposal very compelling. The project follows on a recent popular event called Feeding Farmers in which Spatula&Barcode paired artists with farmers for bespoke meals. While Feeding Farmers (2017) was a critical and aesthetic success, only thirty-five vendors could be accommodated in the process. Our goal in 500 Bowls (of Soup) is to include every vendor.

Since 2008, Spatula&Barcode have been pioneers in a global practice that brings together food and art. They have created commensal art projects on six continents. The proposed project also builds on Gustafson’s trajectory. For his compelling MFA show in May 2018 he created 500 bowls in a marathon studio immersion. While this project engaged Gustafson’s deep interest in the labor-infused hand-made object, it did not incorporate the social interaction that has been an important dimension of his practice. 500 Bowls (of Soup) will thus merge core elements of Gustafson, Clark, and Peterson’s artistic trajectories.

While the primary beneficiaries of the event will be the farmers/vendors, who can eat the soup and keep the bowl as a gift, the project will also create a memorable performance “spectacle” for the general public, who will enjoy and participate in the public spectacle celebrating their beloved market and farmers.

	project description: During the month of October 2018, on four consecutive Saturdays, Grant Gustafson, Laurie Beth Clark, and Michael Peterson will serve homemade soup and homemade bread in handmade ceramic bowls to 150 vendors and their assistants at the Dane County Farmers Market. Gustafson will create bespoke bowls for the event, Clark will cook the soup, and Peterson will bake the bread. Dane County Farmers Market management will partner with us to ensure that the spectacle of delivery will not interfere with (and ideally will enhance) the functioning of the market.  

Funds from the grant are currently allocated for supplies and studio access.  
$170 for 2 month membership at Midwest Clay Project
Firing Costs: $2.30/lb x 500=$1150
700lbs of clay at $13/25lbs = $364
TOTAL= $1684

At this time, all labor would need to be donated by the collaborating artists.  However, if we are able to secure less expensive facilities, some of the grant funding would be used to compensate the artists (primarily Gustafson) for labor.



	Project costs 1: Supplies & Studio Access
	Project 2 $: 
	Project 3 $: 
	Project 1 $: 1684
	Income 1: 
	Income 2: 
	Income 3: 
	Estimated Total Income: 1500
	Estimated Total Cost: 1684


