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November 22, 2017  
 
Urban Design Commission 
City of Madison 
126 S. Hamilton St. 
Madison, WI 53701 
  
LETTER OF INTENT 
UDC INFORMATIONAL PRESENTATION – 700 E. JOHNSON 
  
To whom it may concern, 
 
This letter outlines the application regarding the rezoning and redevelopment of 717 to 753 
East Johnson Street to a mixed-use retail and residential development that includes new 
construction and restoration of several existing structures currently on site. This development 
will require the rezoning of the properties from TR-V2 to NMX. 
 
The following entities comprise the Project Team: 

• Client:    700 East LLC  
• Development Consultant: Urban Assets  
• Architecture:   Kahler Slater 
• Civil Engineering:   Vierbicher  
• Landscape Architecture:  Vierbicher 

 
The scope of the project includes the renovation of 8 existing houses and the construction of 
two new buildings sitting atop underground parking. The program includes the following: 

• +/- 70,000 sf of new residential development plus below-grade parking 
• 58 apartments in two newly constructed three-story buildings 
• 11 apartments in 5 existing renovated houses 
• The relocation renovation and renovation of 3 existing houses off site 
• Two 1,400 sf retail suites 
• +/- 69 below-grade parking stalls 
• Ample bike parking 
• Landscaped courtyard, roof decks, balconies and streetscape amenities 

 
As noted, the existing conditions include 11 contiguous parcels fronting East Johnson Street 
(each with wood-framed buildings most of which were originally designed as single-family 
homes but have since been modified to include multiple apartments). At least eight of these 
homes will be renovated, three of which will be relocated to donor sites first. 
 
As part of the rezoning effort it is important to note that this project addresses: 
 

• The neighborhood plan’s long-range vision of the 700 block of East Johnson as an 
area of expansion of the NMU district (most similar to NMX zoning). 

 
• Strengthening the vitality of the neighborhood commercial core on East Johnson 

Street by encouraging rehabilitation of existing buildings and adding some new 
commercial and residential development. 

www.kah lersla ter .com 
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• Providing a wide range of housing options to fit the needs of individuals and families 
– including studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom and three-bedroom units in larger 
apartment complexes as discussed in the neighborhood plan. 

 
• The placement of multi‐family and mixed‐use projects in neighborhood centers and 

business districts and along major transit corridors, as outlined in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
• Improving the quality of repair and adaptation of existing residential buildings, and 

promoting the quality of new design and construction as well as facilitating the 
relocation of existing residential buildings that might otherwise be demolished, by 
proactively identifying sites where house can feasibly be moved. 
 

• Promotion of green building technologies, low-impact development techniques for 
storm-water management and other innovative measures that encourage sustainable 
development. 

 
• Reducing the demand for development of farmland and vacant land on the periphery 

of the City by encouraging infill, redevelopment, and higher development densities at 
appropriate locations.  
 

• Ensuring that there is a sufficient supply of rental housing to reduce housing costs 
and provide more choices. 

 
• Positive impact on the economic health of the area of the City where the 

development is proposed. 
 

• Inclusion of open space suitable to the type and character of development proposed, 
including a mix of structured and natural spaces for use by residents and visitors.  

 
 
Please refer to the attached drawings and photos outlining the overall development plan 
including both new construction and restoration of 8 of the existing properties currently on 
site. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
KAHLER SLATER, INC.  

 
Thomas Miller, AIA  
Principal  
Kahler Slater 
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UNIT TYPE UNIT COUNT

1BR 6
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4BR 1
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UNIT MIX - TOTAL
UNIT TYPE UNIT COUNT UNIT TYPE %
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4BR 1 1%
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TOTAL: 69 100%
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