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126 S. Hamilton St.
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formats or other accommoda  ons to access these forms, 
please call the phone number above immediately. 
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November 15, 2017 
 
City of Madison  
Urban Design Commission 
126 South Hamilton Street 
Madison, WI 53703 

 
Re:  650 Forward Drive, Madison WI 53711 

Exact Sciences Production Lab - Phase 2 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
Please accept this Letter of Intent, Application and attachments as our submittal for an informational presentation on the 
Phase 2 of the Clinical Lab Facility, the Production Lab for Exact Sciences.   
 
Project Team 
 
Owner:    

Exact Sciences 
   441 Charmany Drive 
   Madison, WI 53719 
   (608) 284-5700 
  
Owner’s Representative: 
   General Capital Group 
   Steve Sirkis 
   6938 N Santa Monica Blvd. 
   Fox Point, WI 53217 
   (414) 228-3509 
   ssirkis@generalcapitalgroup.com 
 
Architect:   

Jody Shaw 
Potter Lawson, Inc. 

   749 University Avenue, Suite 300 
Madison, Wisconsin 53705 

   (608) 274-2741 
   Jodys@Potterlawson.com 
 
Civil Engineer:    

Joseph Doyle 
Vierbicher Associates Inc. 
999 Fourier Dr # 201,  
Madison, WI 53717 
(608) 826-0532 
jdoy@vierbicher.com 
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Landscape Architect:   
Suzanne Vincent 
Vierbicher Associates Inc. 
999 Fourier Dr # 201,  
Madison, WI 53717 
(608) 826-0532 

   svin@vierbicher.com 
 
Contractor:   

Bob Hougard 
   J.H. Findorff & Son 
   300 S. Bedford St. 
   Madison, WI 53703    
   (608) 257-5321 
   bhougard@findorff.com 
 
The Existing Conditions 
The Production Lab is an addition to the Phase 1 Clinical Lab building.  It is located on the Northeast corner of the Clinical 
Lab, completing the Clinical Lab geometry by infilling the area north of the Lab Support function, and east of the Clinical 
Lab.  The Production Lab extends north of the Clinical Lab and creates an employee entrance on the north side of the 
Facility that is directly adjacent to the surface parking lot approved in a previous submittal.   
 
Staff and Neighborhood Input 
The Development Team has met with the City Staff on October 31, 2017 to review the project and schedule.  The 
Development Team is also meeting with the DAT on November 16, 2017 to discuss the site plan. The Development Team 
has also notified Alder Clear with an email on October 26, 2017 of our intention to begin the approval process for the 
Production Lab. 
 
Project Overview 
Exact Sciences Corporation is a molecular diagnostics company focused on the early detection and prevention of the 
deadliest forms of cancer. The company has exclusive intellectual property protecting Cologuard, its non-invasive, 
molecular screening technology for the detection of colorectal cancer.   
 
As described in previous submittals, the first phase of the Clinical Processing Center creates the Specimen Processing lab 
for the Cologuard test, and creates the shell space for potential future tests that are currently under research. This project, 
the Phase 2 Production Lab creates the lab space used to produce the materials and solutions required in the Clinical Lab 
to perform the Cologard test. 
 
The site is listed as an “SE” zoning district and the proposed uses are allowed, so no zoning conditional uses or variances 
are being requested. 
 
The Production Lab is a two story Facility that matches the height of the Phase 1 Facility and continues the material 
language using precast concrete, translucent and transparent glazing and metal panel. 
 
The Phase 2 Production Lab includes 71,500 GSF of production laboratory and office space. This includes: 

Office/entry   21,000 SF 
Production Lab and support  46,500 SF 
Mechanical Penthouse   4,000 SF 
 

As described above, this facility is an addition to the Clinical Lab and shares the same address and the main public entry on 
Forward Drive as created with Phase 1.  A new employee entry is being constructed as part of the Production Lab that 
provides entrance to the entire Clinical Lab facility.  This project also includes a terraced patio that functions as an 
employee amenity which provides direct access to the outdoors for the Clinical and Production Lab employees. The 
terraced patio also serves as a venue for outdoor meetings, larger group discussions, outdoor lunch seating and becomes 
a link to the future amenity building being planned just north of the Clinical Lab.  Located in the heart of the Campus, this 
outdoor space is planned to become a central part of the employee amenities. 
 
There is no new parking associated with this addition, and loading is accounted for with the Phase 1 Clinical Lab. 
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Working within the Urban Design District Number 2 
 
Grading:  The UDD2 requires positive drainage that allows for natural vegetation growth and appears natural. Due to the 
length of the building, and the necessity to have a continuous floor level, the building will be set into the grade of the site. 
The north side of the Production Lab is set into the grades approximately 10’, matching the Clinical Lab. The new grades 
will be sloped to the existing grades where ever possible to reduce the potential for site retaining walls, and maintain a 
natural appearance. 
 
Landscape:  Shall be used to frame attractive views from roadways and to screen different uses from each other and to 
complement the architectural massing of the building. Species will be as prescribed by the Urban Design District Number 2. 
There are a number of existing walking paths through the southern portion of the site.  The proposed Terrace patio will 
provide a link to those paths so that employees can use the pathways for “walking meetings” or lunch time exercise.  
 
Structures:  Buildings will be placed on the site to reinforce the natural contours of the site with the natural slope of the site 
towards the south. Buildings will be within scale of the existing neighborhood development, staying within one story height 
of the existing Rayovac building, and matching the height of the Phase 1 Clinical Lab. This is consistent with the low profile 
nature of the community.  
 
Lighting:  Building lighting will meet City of Madison ordinances and the Urban Design District Number 2 guidelines by 
providing glare free lighting in a minimal and attractive manner. 
 
Screening:  Parking and loading have been approved in previous projects.  Mechanical units are being placed within the 
mass of the building, in a mechanical penthouse. Some of the lab functions will require exhaust stacks that will extend 10’ 
above the roof any screening.  These stacks will be groups as much as possible to provide an orderly image in keeping 
with the aesthetics of the building. 
 
Building Design:   Exterior building materials will use natural concrete and metal panels to create a façade that works 
within the context of the existing community, and set the tone for future additions to the campus. The building itself will be 
set into the slope of the site, reducing the overall mass of the building and keeping in context with the low profile character 
of the existing development 
 
Sustainability:  The project is seeking LEED Certification with a goal of a LEED v4 Certification. 
 
The building has extensive use of natural light throughout the warehouse area to reduce electric power needs.  However, 
due to the nature of the laboratory building, the ventilation demands require the most Focus on Energy saving strategies.  
Variable flow fans throughout, energy recovery and variable flow exhaust stacks are some of the strategies being pursued.  
The facility will be built to high energy efficiency standards, including insulation, HVAC, and LED lighting.  The Development 
Team will consult with Focus on Energy to ensure the project capitalizes on any other available technologies.  
 
An extensive wet pond and infiltration pond was designed as part of the Phase 1 Clinical Lab and it accounts for all of the 
stormwater collection for this facility. 
 
Requested Approval 
With your recommendations on our conceptual building and site design, we intend to return for approval in January 2018. 
We look forward to providing Exact Sciences with the Second Phase of their Clinical Laboratory Facility. 
 
Regards, 

 
 
Jody Shaw, AIA LEED AP 
Potter Lawson, Inc. 
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