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context

Aspects of the site context emphasized during the preliminary planning phases include the 
following:

• The subsurface conditions will be unpredictable and likely poor for foundation 
bearing based on previous site uses. The City is in the process of carrying out 
ground investigations and borings in the zones of expansion to provide more 
data for the design team to use from schematic design onwards.

• The existing water table is high, being just a few feet below existing grade.
• The site currently manages most roof stormwater by directing it into 

Starkweather Creek, which leads to Lake Monona. This will need to be changed 
to meet current City of Madison storm water management ordinances from 
facility expansion phases beyond Phase 1. Most surface stormwater is managed 
on site with rain gardens – new or renovated places in the outdoor gardens has 
managed hard surface runoff into rain gardens since 2005. 

• The local residents have a high regard for the important role OBG fulfills as a 
feature amenity in the green zone it occupies.

• The transit opportunities for accessing OBG are diverse and frequent. However, 
there is no weekend bus service without walking from Fair Oaks Avenue, so 
current transit service is not adequate for weekend visitors.
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design team

Olbrich Botanical Gardens
Olbrich Botanical Society
City of Madison Engineering 
City of Madison Parks Department

Consultant Team

Architect and Interiors: MSR Design
 Traci Engel Lesneski, Principal in Charge
 Tom Meyer, Design Architect
 Stephen Bellairs, Project Manager
 Greta Foster, Interior Designer
 Chris Wingate, Design/Sustainability 
 Brendan Sapienza, Architect
  
Landscape Design: Ken Saiki Design
 Ken Saiki, Landscape Architect

Civil: Viebicher Associates, Inc.  
 Matt Schreiner, Civil Engineer 

Structural and AV: IMEG Corp
 Abby Pertzborn, PE, Structural Engineer 
 Marty Witt, Don Paul, Technology Designers
 
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing: MEP Associates, LLC
 Larry Nemer, Robert Aschenbrenner, PE, Sr. Mechanical Engineers  
 Randy Jacobs, Sr. Electrical Engineer

Fire Protection: Summit Fire and Code Consulting., Inc.
 Chris Leaver, Fire Protection Engineer
 Natalie Buckman.

Greenhouse Design: Rough Brothers, Inc.
 Sofia Wick, Greenhouse Consultant
 
Cost Estimator: Middleton Construction Consulting, Inc. 
 Josh Houston, Cost Estimator

design team and existing facilities plan

existing facilities
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phase 1 scope:

The scope of this project includes a new Learning Center, and replacement of the existing 
greenhouse with a new greenhouse of similar size. The new greenhouse will be almost identical 
in size as the existing greenhouse, and located in a similar place (shifted slightly west).

After detailed discussions with all stakeholders involved in the early design process regarding 
placement of the Learning Center, OBG recommended the location of the Learning Center, 
per the diagram adjacent, and as a two-story version, for the Design Team to use as a basis for 
the design for Phase 1.

The reasons for this recommendation are as follows:
• Clear circulation to Learning Center from Phase 1.
• Learning Center location close to center of garden showcases OBG’s educational 

mission.
• Learning Center is expandable in the future.
• There is a desire to reduce the footprint by exploring a two-story option.
• Components of the rest of the facility used by Education (Conservatory, Commons, 

Library) are close to Learning Center.

Rough Brothers, Inc., in their role as Greenhouse Design Consultant, took part in detailed 
discussions with Conservatory and Horticultural staff leadership to develop Options for the 
size and plan layout of the new Greenhouse for production, tropical plants, and orchids.
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9.300 sf
1. LEARNING CENTER

3. GREENHOUSE
11,500 sf

No color scheme assigned to view

2. MOVE CATERING KITCHEN
300 sf
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PHASE 1 Olbrich Botanical Gardens
05/15/17

PHASE 1

1. Learning Center
9300 sf x $450 = $4.19 M

2. Move Catering Kitchen
(included in cost above)

3. Production Green House 
11,500 sf x $235 = $2.70 M

4. Water Management
$0.2 M

Total: $7.09 M
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exterior
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