








































































From: Parks  

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:55 AM 
To: Knepp, Eric; Romines, Charles; Steindl, Theran; Brinza, Ryan 

Subject: FW: Monona Golf Course. Plan M3 

 
 
 
From: Chris Vig [mailto:stickvig@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 9:50 AM 
To: Parks <parks@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Fwd: Monona Golf Course. Plan M3 

 

Hi:  I sent the below email to Eric Knapp, today.   If it could be forwarded to other 
areas of interest that would be great.  Thank you.  Chris Vig 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: Chris Vig <stickvig@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Aug 24, 2017 at 9:47 AM 

Subject: Monona Golf Course. Plan M3 

To: eknepp@cityofmadison.com 

Hi Eric: 
 
I have lived in Monona the past 30 years.  I am an avid golfer and have been 
members at a few different courses.  I have played in hundreds of outings at 
various courses.  I have played Monona countless time. 
I am also a retired CEO. (WinterSilks and Venus).  I built owned, developed and 
managed brands of $200 million in annual sales. 
 
I think selling Monona to pay for upgrades to Yahara is a mistake. 
 
I would like to share with you my plan for Monona Golf Course.  I call this plan 
M3. 
 
Interest in golf and rounds played nation wide is down.  Youth and Millennials are 
turning to other experiences.  The major complaints are that gold is too 
expensive, takes too long, and is too difficult. 
 
To fight these issues and develop a stronger more profitable golf course here is 
what I propose: 
 
M3  Fun. Fast. Affordable. 
 
1.  I would like to see Monona developed into a new one-of-a-kind, 13 hole par 3. 
 

mailto:stickvig@gmail.com
mailto:parks@cityofmadison.com
mailto:stickvig@gmail.com
mailto:eknepp@cityofmadison.com


2.  A course that can be played in 90 minutes.  And the memories will last a 
lifetime! 
 
3.  Sell Yahara to the most likely buyer.  Ho Chunk... they can further develop 
their area. 
 
4.  Use existing greens and tees where possible to keep costs down. 
 
5.  Use the hill and elevation changes where possible to create some special 
views and up and down shots. 
 
6.  Design holes around the ponds to 4 holes with water.  And develop hole in 
and around the trees for beauty. 
 
7.  The current second green becomes a beautiful practice green.  Great for 
developing young golfers. 
 
8.  Tee boxes will each have 4 sets of tees.  From short and easy to long and 
challenging.  For a range of golfers. 
 
9.   Have beautiful greens and a wide fringe areas and run up areas.  This is 
good for both inexperienced and experienced players.  And it speeds play. 
 
10.  Add some mounds and bunkers for visual interest. 
 
11.  The fairways would not need to be irrigated.  Focus on the tees and green 
areas.  Eco friendly! 
 
12.  Add a full bar and an upper deck with views of the course.  Since rounds are 
shorter, people will stay longer increasing revenue.   
 
13.  And upper deck would also be great for events. 
 
14.  Events are main profit centers for many courses.  This course becomes a 
perfect, unique event experience.  (Many inexperienced golfer do not play in 
events as they take too long and are difficult... this course solves that problem,) 
 
15.  This will be the go to training course for young people and for teaching. 
 
16.  This will also be a go to course for lower handicappers - many with families - 
that do not have enough time to play a five hour round of golf.  This will also be 
the go to course for older golfers.  It will also be the go to course for the new 
working Millennial on the East Side and around Madison - seeking a fun golf 
experience. 
 



17.  Perhaps Steve Sticker of Jerry Kelly or Andy North would donate some time 
to the design of the course ... to enhance the brand and quality and give 
credibility.. 
 
18.  Add lights for night golf to extend the course capacity. 
 
19.  Use Jack Nicklaus' solution to increase play... big hole golf. 
 
Essentially we build the funnest, fastest, most affordable, golf entertainment 
venue in the state.  The Monona 3.  M3.  A totally unique golf experience.  It can 
be branded as such and will not need to compete so directly with other course in 
the area. 
 
M3 will be a strong brand! 
 
This can and will be the most profitable golf course in the area!  Perhaps in the 
entire Country. 
 
See the attached photo for a quick course layout. 
 
Please do not invest more money in Yahara. It does not have the attributes or the 
potential for profits like Monona does. 
 
Be bold.  Show leadership.  Build a great product and brand! 
 
Thank you for considering. 
 
Chris Vig 
 





From: williampappas@att.net [mailto:williampappas@att.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 3:24 PM 
To: Parks <parks@cityofmadison.com> 
Cc: Romines, Charles <CRomines@cityofmadison.com>; Brinza, Ryan 
<RBrinza@cityofmadison.com> 
Subject: Parks Contact Submission: Golf Program 

 

Contact Information: 
================================ 

Name: Bill Pappas 

Street Address: 
106 Daffodil lane 

Madison, WI 53714 

Phone: 6088523243 

Email: williampappas@att.net  

 

Comments / Questions: 
================================ 

Subject: Golf Program 

Comments / Questions: 
I wanted to put in my two cents worth concerning the city golf courses. I have golfed the 

city golf courses 50 years. I have been a member of the yahara golf association since day 

one until this year when it finally disbanded. I am a low handicap golfer and the game of 

golf is based on 18 hole golf courses. By taking away a course such as Yahara would be a 

huge mistake. I never could figure out how Odana being a city course costs more to play 

than Yahara to begin with. There is no way I will pay to travel from the Far East side of 

Madison to play my golf. I certainly won't play golf at Monona where all the young kids 

and people just learning the game play. It is horrible to take so long to play. I can get a 

membership at a course such as Evansville for much cheaper than the city courses cost 

but have stayed loyal to Yahara. I hope you take under consideration the number of 

golfers that will not consider playing just nine holes of golf on Monona. I feel you would 

be better served to making Yahara a good 18 hole course and get rid of one of the courses 

there to cut back on costs. I hear people talking about selling Yahara to Ho Chunk and 

have them make a high end course and we have enough of the high cost courses to play 

already that many people can't or won't pay to play. I feel you fail to understand the 

numbers of golfers you would get to Yahara if rates were kept the same but had a great 

conditioned course and not one where you have to play where sand traps are ground 

under repair. What a shame !!  

 

mailto:williampappas@att.net
mailto:williampappas@att.net
mailto:parks@cityofmadison.com
mailto:CRomines@cityofmadison.com
mailto:RBrinza@cityofmadison.com
mailto:williampappas@att.net

