


 

 

Unity Point - Meriter Proposed Electrical Services Facility     

During 2016 and early 2017, Unity Point Health - Meriter completed an in-depth analysis of their 

electrical systems.  This study utilized the collective expertise of MG&E, Meriter engineering and 
operations staff, local electrical contractors and the professional engineering services of Ring & 

DuChateau Engineers.  The result of this comprehensive systems analysis resulted in 

recommendations for necessary upgrades to the system, as well as creating a long-term path forward 

for the facility.  

One of the core areas of concern is the capacity and operational condition of the emergency electrical 
generation systems.  Hospitals must follow a set of very strict emergency power system guidelines as 

developed by local, state and federal governmental agencies.  These regulations demand that Meriter 

maintain sufficient on-site emergency generation capacity to allow the hospital to maintain essential 

services indefinitely in the event of a major area-wide electrical services failure. 

Currently that source of emergency power is provided by two generators located on the Meriter 

campus.   These generators are nearing the end of their dependable useful life and their generation 
capacity is nearly at its maximum safe limit.  Compounding this capacity and aging issue, is an ever 

increasing need for more emergency power requirements as medical technology continues to evolve in 

its complexity and scope.  

The proposed project involves the construction of a new two story Electrical Services Facility on the far 

north end of the Meriter campus.  The building is designed to meet the emergency generation 
requirements for the next decade and will have adequate expansion capacity to meet expected needs 

for the foreseeable future.  The initial phase of work will include new generator capacity of 5 MW of 

power, and also provide the necessary electrical switch gear to safely manage the complex task of 

switching from normal utility power to emergency power.     

It is important to note that the only time these generators run is for a short monthly test mandated by 
governing agencies and obviously for whatever period of time required to provide backup power to the 

hospital. 
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Contextual Site Photos
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Vicinato Apartments at 115 S. Mills (Southwest of Existing Lab Building) Apartment Building at 1019 Milton St. (South of Existing Lab Building)

Existing Lab Building and Adjacent Parking Lot Neighborhood House Community Center (West of Existing Lab Building)
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3D Views
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Perspective View
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