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August 2, 2017 (r1) 

 

 

 

Urban Design Commission 

City of Madison 

 

 

RE:  501 N Henry St Sign Plan – Henry-Gilman Apartments – Comprehensive Design Review of a PD 

Zoned Site 

 

Dear Commission, 

 

Attached is the proposed sign plan for the Apartment Building, Zoned PD, located at 501 N Henry St. 

 

This application addresses requested signage and decorative banners for Henry-Gilman Apartments.  The 

request includes one (1) non-illuminated ground sign and updating ten (10) existing decorative banners.  In 

addition, implementation of the proposed project removes an existing illuminated, above-canopy sign. 

 

Per the Madison Sign Control Ordinance, section 31.043(4)(b) Comprehensive Design Review Criteria, 

below are the seven items required to be addressed: 

1. The sign plan proposed indeed creates visual harmony between the signs, buildings and site and 

appears to result in signs of appropriate scale and character, including the request to allow 

additional wall signage. 

2. Each element of the proposed sign plan is intended to identify the property and direct visitors in an 

effective manner. 

3. No elements of the proposed sign plan are intended to violate stated purposes of ordinances, and 

they do not appear to do so. 

4. All signs will meet minimum construction requirements of the Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance. 

5. All proposed signs are on-premise of the owner’s property and do not go beyond the restrictions of 

Advertising or Off-Premise Directional Signs in the Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance. 

6. The proposed sign plan is not intended to present hazards, obstruct views, obstruct visibility of 

lawful signs, or negatively impact visual quality, and it does not appear to do so. 

7. All proposed signs are on the owner’s private property. 

 

 

We believe the proposed plan satisfies all seven items above and is a pleasing enhancement to the aesthetics 

of this property.  Following is information specific to elements of the proposed sign plan: 

 

Decorative Banners – Ten (10) non-illuminated banners. 

 The property’s existing zoning text allows the existing decorative banners; this was recorded as an 

amendment to the Approved SIP in 2004 (“Adding Decorative Banners (10) 3’ x 20’ on Wall of Bldg. 

subject to banners containing no text or messages.”)  The proposed change is an update to the graphics 

as shown on the enclosed “501 N Henry St – Graphic Update”.  The size, shape, number and placement 

of the updated banners will remain the same, and still not contain text or messages. 
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Ground Signage – One (1) single-faced, non-illuminated sign. 

 As a PD zoned property, the Zoning Administrator assigns an equivalency district that regulates 

the allowed signage.  The current determination is that this property is a multifamily 

residence.  A multifamily residence (one building) does not have the option for a ground 

sign per Chapter 31 Sign Control Ordinance, whereas a multifamily complex (more than 

one building) is allowed a ground sign. 

 Based on the scale of this property, applying the concept of a complex where a ground sign 

would be allowed is a reasonable request, we believe.  We further believe the size of this 

sign is modest yet compatible with the size and scale of this property. 

 Since this property is, indeed, residential, we believe the non-illuminated design is 

sufficient for property identification, hence we are not requesting an illuminated sign. 

 We have had discussions with Traffic Engineering regarding required setback for vision 

triangle purposes.  Traffic Engineering visited the property and provided vision triangle 

requirement; those are included on the sign rendering sheet, 501 N Henry St – Ground Sign, 

for reference. 
 

 

 

In summary, the proposed sign plan is intended to optimize property identification while enhancing 

aesthetics of the property; this includes updated graphics on already-allowed banners, a modest ground sign 

for property identification, and, simultaneously, removal of an internally-illuminated above canopy sign.  

As such, we are seeking approval of this sign plan. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Dan Pietrzykowski 

DP Industries LLC d/b/a Grant Signs 
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PHOTO COLLAGE                   08.02.17

HENRY GILMAN APARTMENTS

501 N. HENRY ST.

VIEW OF ELEVATION FROM GILMAN & HENRY CORNER VIEW 1 OF ELEVATION FACING GILMAN STREET VIEW 2 OF ELEVATION FACING GILMAN STREET VIEW OF ELEVATION FACING HENRY STREET

BANNERS TO BE 
UPDATED

SIGN TO BE REMOVED
AS PART OF PROJECT

LOCATION OF 
PROPOSED GROUND SIGN

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

LL
A

G
E 

O
F 

5
0

1
 N

. 
H

EN
R

Y 
ST

.



GRAPHIC UPDATE                  08.02.17

HENRY GILMAN APARTMENTS
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UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED:
ALL FLUORESCENT LAMPS WILL BE T12-CW-HO LAMPS.     ALL BALLASTS WILL BE COLD START ALL-WEATHER BALLASTS.     ALL NEON TRANSFORMERS WILL BE 30 MILLIAMPS.     120V PRIMARY POWER TO SIGNS WILL BE BY OTHERS.     ALL DATA LINES TO ELECTRONIC SIGNAGE WILL BE BY OTHERS.     ALL PAINT COLORS WILL BE SEMI-GLOSS FINISH. 

ALL SIZES AND SHAPES DEPICTED ARE REPRESENTATIONAL AND MAY VARY FROM FINAL PRODUCT.
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07.13.16 CS INCORPORATED CUSTOMER-PROVIDED DESIGNR1:

GROUND SIGN 07.13.16

               

HENRY GILMAN APARTMENTS

MADISON, WI

CS DAN  PIETRZYKOWSKI 

S/F NON-ILLUMINATED MONUMENT SIGN

CABINET
- ALUMINUM CONSTRUCTION

VISION TRIANGLE RELIEF
GRANTED BY TRAFFIC ENGINEERING

BACK VIEW
SIDE VIEW

PROPOSED INSTALLATION
LOCATION
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