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 A review of data and methodologies

 Deep dive into selected cities

 Comparison of 30 mid-size cities

› Transportation Department (Y/N)

› Rankings

 Trends and Themes

 Questions and answers

What we will cover tonight



The Best Cities for 

Public Transportation





Data Products

 Walk Score
Measures walkability on a scale from 0 - 100 based 
on walking routes to destinations such as grocery 
stores, schools, parks, restaurants, and retail.

 Transit Score
Measures transit accessibility on a scale from 0 - 100. 
Calculates distance to closest stop on each route, 
analyzes route frequency and type.

 Bike Score
Measures bike accessibility on a scale from 0 - 100 
based on bike infrastructure, topography, 
destinations and road connectivity.

Walk Score.com



 INFORMED ANALYSIS

 60,723 data points in Phoenix for Street Smart Walk 
Score, average block length, and intersection density 
in shapefile format

 Housing unit, employment, and Walk Score data 
used to measure transit-oriented development (TOD)

 Existing light rail stations: data used to prioritize 
regulatory reform (zoning and engineering codes) 
and livability improvements such as sidewalks, trees, 
bike lanes, parking,and cross-walks

 Candidate light rail stations: data used to understand 
which stations and corridors optimize land-use 
potential

How Walk Score Is Utilized



 Selected Cities

› Raleigh, North Carolina

› Milwaukee County, Wisconsin

› Buffalo, New York

› Madison, Wisconsin

› Minneapolis, Minnesota

› Portland, Oregon



Raleigh, North Carolina



Raleigh, North Carolina



Milwaukee 

County



Milwaukee 

County

Private

•The City of Milwaukee transit was managed by a 
private company  

•The private company was struggling to achieve its 
goals

Contracts

•1975 the County took over the transit assets (buses & 
depots) of the that company and contracted for 
services 

•The Managing Director ran the contracts

Government 

•Today $158 million is allocated from the County to the 
transit system allowing it to react in real time. 

•Mke County Transport Services (MTS) is a government 
corporation managing and operating public transport 
system.





City Est. Pop.

Is there a 

Dept. of 

Transport

-ation?

Is there 

one 

Director or 

Lead of 

the Dept?

Transit 

Score

Bike

Score

Walk 

Score

Rank Best 

Cities for 

Public 

Transit 

Buffalo, NY 258,703 No No 50 54 65 25

Madison, WI 245,691 No No 38 73 47 13

Minneapolis, 

MN 407,207 No No 58 81 65 12

Portland, OR 619,360 Yes Yes 51 72 63 11



Buffalo, 

New York



Madison



Minneapolis
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Highest Transit Scores

Your logo here



Highest Bike Scores

Your logo here



Highest Walk Scores

Your logo here



 16 of 30 cities researched have a 

department of transportation

 25 of 30 cities have a regional structure 

(more research required here)

 Cities have a wide range of 

organizational structures to manage 

transportation

Trends and Themes



Thank you



Questions and Answers

Your logo here


