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8.19 ANIMALS PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN AREAS.
(1) Dogs Prohibited in Parks and on School Grounds.

(a) Prohibition.  Except as provided for under Subdivision (b), no owner, keeper or handler 
of a dog shall allow, cause or permit such dog to enter or remain in either:
1. Any public park in the City of Madison; or,
2. Any school grounds in the City of Madison as have been designated by order of 

the Board of Education as areas in which dogs are prohibited.
(b) Exceptions. The prohibition in Subdivision (a) shall not apply to the following:

1. Service Dogs. Dogs specially trained, or dogs being specially trained, to lead 
visually- or hearing-impaired persons or to provide support for mobility-impaired 
persons when leading or accompanying a visually impaired, hearing-impaired or 
mobility impaired person.

2. Law Enforcement Dogs. Dogs used by or under the auspices of the City of 
Madison Police Department or other law enforcement department in the course 
of official police business.

3. On-Leash Dog Parks.
a. On-Leash Dog Park Locations. Subject to the conditions set forth in sub. 

b, dogs are permitted to be in posted areas of the following parks or any 
other area so designated by the Board of Park Commissioners and
confirmed by the Common Council:

Acewood Park Law Park
Baxter Park Marlborough Park
Blackhawk Park Norman Clayton Park
Brittingham Park, from Bassett St. to Bedford St. North Star Park
Demetral Park Peace (Elizabeth Link) Park
Door Creek Park Quarry Park
Elver Park, from March 15 to November 15 Richmond Hill Park
Garner Park Spring Harbor Park, the eastern portion thereof
Glen Oak Hills Park Sycamore Park
Greentree Park Walnut Grove Park
High Point Park Warner Park
Hoyt Park, along Owen Parkway Wingra Park
James Madison Park Yahara River Parkway (including Burr Jones Field)
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b. Conditions of On-Leash Dog Park Use. All users of the designated on-
leash dog parks set forth in sub. a. must comply with the following 
conditions:
i. The dog must be restrained by a chain, rope, cord or leash of 

sufficient strength to control the action of such dog. The length 
of the chain, rope, cord or leash shall not exceed six (6) feet 
when the owner or keeper and the dog are proceeding along any 
pedestrian or transportation corridor.

ii. The dog is licensed and must wear a rabies vaccination tag as 
required by Sec. 23.39(3), owner identification as required by 
Sec. 23.33(6)(a), a license tag as required by Sec. 23.33(6)(c), 
and a permit tag as required in sub. iv. below.

iii. Dog feces shall be removed and disposed of in compliance with 
Sec. 7.322.

iv. The owner of the dog must have secured a permit for use of dog 
exercise areas in city and county parks. 

4. Off-Leash Dog Parks. Dogs are permitted to run at large, off-leash, in certain 
parks, as set forth in Sec. 23.32.

(c) The Board of Park Commissioners shall cause signs to be posted in parks or park areas 
where dogs are permitted and the School Board shall do likewise in school grounds or 
school ground areas wherein dogs are prohibited.

(Sec. 8.19(1) Rep. & Rec. by ORD-17-00028, 3-8-17)
(2) Horses Prohibited in Certain Areas. No owner or keeper of a horse, except horses used by the 

City of Madison Police Department in the course of official police business, shall suffer, cause or 
permit such horse to enter or remain in any public park in the City of Madison unless so 
designated by the Superintendent of Parks.

(3) Certain Animals Prohibited on Zoo Property. No owner or keeper of any animal shall suffer, 
cause or permit said animal to enter or remain on Henry Vilas Zoo property unless specific 
permission has been granted by the Henry Vilas Zoo Director. (Cr. by ORD-11-00168, 12-6-11)

(4) Any person violating any provision of this section for the first time in any twelve-month period 
may be subject to a forfeiture of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than one 
hundred dollars ($100); any person violating any provision of this section for the second time in 
any twelve-month period may be subject to a forfeiture of not less than fifty dollars ($50) nor 
more than two hundred dollars ($200); any person violating any provision of this section for the 
third time in any twelve-month period may be subject to a forfeiture of not less than one hundred 
dollars ($100) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300); any person violating any provision of 
this section for the fourth and subsequent time in any twelve-month period may be subject to a 
forfeiture of not less than two hundred dollars ($200) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500).
(Sec. 8.19(3) Renum. to (4) by ORD-11-00168, 12-6-11) 

(Sec. 8.19 Am. by Ord. 11,548, 3-14-96)

8.20 FISHING IN LAKE MONONA AT SOUTH LIVINGSTON STREET PROHIBITED.
It shall be unlawful for any person to fish in Lake Monona from the street end at South Livingston Street. 
Any person violating this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not less than five dollars ($5) nor more 
than fifty dollars ($50) for each offense.


