








May 10, 2017 
 

Mr. Matt Tucker 
City of Madison Planning & Zoning Department 
215 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. Room LL-100 
Madison, WI 53701-2985 
 

Re: Land Use Application – Conditional Use Letter of Intent  
 

Dear Matt, 
 

Working Draft Beer Company (WDBC) is writing to inform you of its intention to seek a 
Conditional Use approval from the Plan Commission to open and operate a small brewpub 
in a Traditional Employment (TE) District at at 1133 East Wilson Street 1B. WDBC will 
serve food from Underground Food Collective and sell 90% of its house-made beer over the 
bar.  
 

Approvals required 
In order to operate, WDBC will require the approval of the Plan Commission (Conditional 
Use Permit), the Wisconsin Department of Revenue (Wisconsin Brewery Permit), and the 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (Brewer’s Permit). Dane County Food and 
Drink Licenses and Operator's Licenses (Bartender License) must also be obtained. 
 

Project team 
The project team includes Ryan Browne, Benjamin Feifarek, Jonny Hunter, Mel Trudeau, J 
Bowen, Jacob Harlow (designer), Rowe Design and Construction Inc, (general contractor), 
Rodney Helt, AIA (architect) .  
 

Proposed building and site plan changes 
The building is 3,997 square feet. Production Brewing and Food Service space will be 
approximately 1,900 square feet, the Dining and Tap Room about 1,700 square feet, and 
future Outdoor Seating (request and plans not included in this application). Two ADA 
compliant restrooms will allow for a maximum capacity of 130, including staff. The 
following building upgrades and installations must occur: Installation of 7-barrel and 
1-barrel brew plants (1 barrel is the equivalent of 31 gallons, or two 15.5 standard kegs), 
including kettle, mash tun, cellar tanks, glycol chiller; installation of food service 
equipment, including hot holding and refrigeration; buildout of production brewing space 
and dining and tap room.  
 

Hours of operation 
The Production Brew Plant will operate Monday - Friday, 7am - 3pm.  
 

The Dining and Tap Room hours will be: 
Monday - Thursday 3pm - 10pm 
Friday & Saturday 11am - 11pm 
Sunday 11am - 9pm 
 



Anticipated impacts of noise, traffic, and deliveries 
WDBC’s operations will reflect awareness of the business’s location to nearby domiciles. No 
amplified sound will be used for outdoor seating. Auto traffic and parking impact will be 
minimal because of 16 dedicated parking spaces and on-site bicycle parking. Grain and hop 
delivery by semi will occur once per week on average and typically between the hours of 
9am and 2pm. Spent grain and other organic waste diversion will be arranged with a local 
farmer and be removed after each production.  
 

Project schedule 
● May 10: Conditional Use permit application submission 
● June 19: Planning Commission hearing 
● July 1: Lease start date 
● July: TTB federal Brewer’s Permit & DOR Wisconsin Brewery Permit applications 

submission 
● July - November: Buildout and equipment installation 
● December: Opening 

 

Estimated Project Cost 
Startup cost is $1,325,000 ($325,000 of facility renovations). 
 

Number of jobs created 
● 3 full-time employment positions 
● 10 part-time employment position 

 

Public subsidy requested 
N/A 
 

Attachments 
Site Plan 
Floor Plan 
Front Elevation Drawing 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. We look forward to working 
with you as we prepare to launch our project. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Ryan Browne 
ryan@workingdraftbeer.com 
608-960-7234 
2821 Van Hise Avenue 
Madison, WI  53705 
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FRONT ELEVATION
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FLOOR PLAN
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