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URBAN DESIGN COMMISSION APPLICATION CITY OF MADISQN
~,

215 Martin Luther Kingly. Bivd; Room LL-100
This form may also be completed online at: PO Box 2985; Madison, Wisconsin 53701-2985
http://www.c~ofmadison.com/plannins/documents/UDCapplication.adf Phone: 608.266.4635 ~ Facsimile: 608.67.8739

Piease complete all sections of the application, including the desired meeting date and the type of action requested.

Date Submitted: August 24, 2016 Q Informational Presentation
UDC Meeting Date: September 7, 2016 ❑Initial Approval
Combined Schedule Plan Commission Date ~~rappi~~bie~: ❑Final Approval

1. Project Address: 819 East Washington Ave. Madison, WI
Project Tithe (if any): The Spark :American Family

2. TF115 IS 811 8ppI1CStI0I1 fOr (Check all that apply to this UDC appUcation}:

Qx  New Development ❑Alteration to an Existing or Previously-Approved development
A. Project Type:
QX  Pf~J@Ct IIi 8t1 Ut'ben b251gn DIStY1Ct'~ (public hearing-$300 fee)
❑ Project ire the Downtown Core District (DC) or Urban Mixed-USE DIStI'ICt ~UMX} ($150 fee, Minor Exterior Alterations)
❑ Suburban Employment Center (5EC) or Campus Institutional Aistrict (Cl) or Employment Campus District (EC)
[ I Plat~n~c~ DevelQ~+mer~t (PD)

❑ General Development Plan (GDPi
❑ Specific Implementation Plan (SIP)

❑ Planned Multi-Use Site or Planned Residential Complex

B. Si~na~e-

❑ Comprehensive Design Review*' ~p~bi~~hea.~~g-$sooteel ❑Street Graphics Variance* ~pubi~~nea~ng-S3ootee~
❑ Signage Exceptions) in an Urban Design District ~P~ei~~nearing-Ssoof~}

C. Other:

❑ Please specify:

3. Applicant, Agent &Property Owner Information:

Applicant Name: TOm St1Cey

Street Address: 333 E. Chicago St.
Telephone:(~4) 291-8159 Fax:( }

company: ~ppstein Uhen Architects

city/state: Milwaukee, WI Z;p: 53202

Emai~: toms@eua.com

Project Contact Person: TC Lin company: Eppstein Uhen Architects
Street Address: 333 E. Chicago St. City/State: Milwaukee, WI ziP: 53202
Telephone:(414) 298-2230 Fax:(_) Email: tcl@eua.com

Project owner (if not applicant) ; LeeAnn Glover -American Family Insurance

street Address: 60 0 American Pkwy. City/state: Madison, W! Z;p; 53783
Telephone:t,~jQB) 242-4100 Fax:(_) Email: Iglaver@amfam.com

4. Applicant Declarations:
A. Prior to submitting this application, the applicant is required to discuss the proposed project with Urban design Commission staff. This
application was discussed with AI Martin on March 23 and Junk 9

(name of staff person) (date of meeting)

e. The applicant attests that all required materials are included in this submittal and understands that if any required information is not provided by
the application deadline, the application will not be placed on an Urban Design Commission agenda for consideration.

Name of Applicant . TOf11 StaCBy ~. ~ Relationship to Property Architect

Authorized Signature ~ ~~ t Date AUguSt 1, 2016
,- __ -
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City of Madison  
Attn: Al Martin 
215 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd; Room LL-100 
Madison, WI 53701 
 
August 24, 2016 
 
The Spark : American Family  
819 E Washington Ave.  
 
UDC Informational Submittal 
 
Project Intent : Overview 

American Family Insurance and Gebhardt Development are in the process of finalizing 
an agreement to redevelop a significant parcel of City owned land on East Washington 
Avenue. This project will continue the revitalization of the neighborhoods along East 
Washington Avenue. 

The Gebhardt Development project named “Cosmos” will occupy the western side of 
the parcel along Livingston Street and replace a vacant site with a significant, mixed-
use project featuring a music venue for Frank Productions, a Class A office tower and 
ground floor retail facilities to support the growing commercial and residential 
population along the East Washington Avenue corridor.  The Cosmos is technically a 
separate project but included as part of the overall submittal. 

The American Family Insurance development, named “The Spark” will be adjacent to 
the Cosmos to the east. This new project will be owned by American Family and home 
to the entrepreneurial hub Starting Block Madison (SBM), through a lease of 
approximately 45,000 square feet. In addition, some business units of American 
Family and potential retail/business partner(s) will be located at The Spark. These 
business units and business partners will be identified at a later date. 

It is the intent of this development to provide shared landscape amenities through a 
mid-block plaza that serves both the Gebhardt Development and American Family 
facilities.  Rooftop level outdoor landscaped amenity spaces will also be provided for 
building occupants.  This project will be developed concurrently with the City of 
Madison new Capitol East parking facility on East Main Street. The new parking 
facility’s automobile and bicycle parking will provide the majority of the shared 
parking needed for the block’s office tenants, music venue patrons, retail 
workers, and retail customers.  Frank Productions will have patron visibility from 
East Washington Avenue and Livingston Street. Frank Productions service 
areas will be along East Main Street. 
 
This site is in Urban Design District 8, and its design incorporates the principles 
defined for this district, including, but not limited to: 
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 Pedestrian friendly landscape, hardscape and lighting design at street level 

Four sided architectural design, incorporating style, detailing, massing & 
fenestration aspects complying with the principles outlined in the UDD 8 
guidelines 

Exterior materials include brick, stone, metal panel & glass for primary 
surfaces 

Setbacks, stepbacks, and numbers of stories are compliant with UDD 8 
requirements 

The Spark Project Team 
Developer : American Family Insurance 
 6000 American Pkwy. 
 Madison, WI 53738 
 Project Representative: LeeAnn Glover – Director of Real Estate 
 Phone: (608) 242-4100 
 
Architect :  Eppstein Uhen Architects 

309 W Johnson St., Suite 202 
Madison, WI 53703 
The Spark Project Representative: Thomas Stacey 
Phone: (414) 291-8159 
 

Structural Engineer : Pierce Engineers 
241 N. Broadway 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
Project Representative: Randy Elliot 
Phone number: (608) 239-3754 

 
Landscape Designer : Design Studio, etc. 

330 west Lakeside 
Madison, WI 53715 
Project Representative: Garret Perry 
Phone number: (608) 358-6344 

 
Civil Engineer : Professional Engineering 

818 N. Meadowbrook Lane  
Waunakee, Wisconsin 53597  
Project Representative: Roxanne Johnson 
Phone number: (608) 849-9378 
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Existing Conditions 
This site currently includes the vacant 2.01 acres of surface parking area bounded by 
East Washington Avenue, South Livingston Street and East Main Street extending 
264.74 feet to the northeast.  The original Plat is the “Pritchette Plat”. The internal site 
boundaries will be re-organized via a certified survey map (CSM) to divide the site into 
two parcels, one owned by Gebhardt Development and one owned by American 
Family Insurance. On the East Washington Capitol Gateway Corridor Plan it is shown 
as part of Block 12, sub blocks A and B. 

This site is currently zoned TE Traditional Employment.  This project will be seeking a 
Conditional Use under this zoning designation and is creating a project that complies 
with the current zoning. 

Preliminary Project Schedule 
Construction start – The Spark - late Fall 2016 
Construction completion - late Fall 2017 
 
Hours of Operation 
Office: 7 am to 6 pm Monday thru Friday 
 
Building Square Footage 
Total Building area:  158,000 gsf (approx.) 

The highly sustainable architecture of the Spark is intended to communicate the 
innovation and energy that is present within the building. Using an integrated design 
process the project team has worked closely with American Family to design a building 
with a reduced energy load and highly efficient building systems.  Both of these 
strategies work to lessen the projects impact on the environment. Through creative 
interplay of form and material – the design is both forward leaning and sympathetic to 
the surrounding neighborhood. The two-story “Podium” level is active space for 
innovation and public engagement as it connects entries on both East Wash and Main 
Street. The office tower above the Podium creates near column free space to support 
the needs of today’s workplace.  

Other amenities include exterior roof top terraces and projected balconies to leverage 
exterior views of the Capitol, Lakes Mendota and Monona as well as the Madison 
skyline. 

The materiality of The Spark is made up of state-of-the-art rainscreen technology 
featuring glass and stone cladding, metal panel with high performance triple glazed 
curtainwall. Integral sunsceens provide important shading of the exterior skin which 
animates the façade and lessens the Spark’s dependence on mechanical cooling.   
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Thank you and please contact me with any questions regarding this submittal for The 
Spark, 

 

 
Thomas Stacey, AIA 
Associate : Senior Project Manager 
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