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Society)

The	Ellen	Cheney	House
151	E.	Gorham	St.	(Corner	of	Gorham	and	Butler)
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TO:	MADISON	LANDMARKS	COMMISSION

We	are	submitting	a	proposal	to	repair	structural	failure	of	
the	front	porch	of	151	E	Gorham	with	the	intent	of	
restoring	the	columns	and	roof	structure	to	original	
appearance.

The	owner	later	intends	to	replace	the	front	door,	
sidelights,	and	vestibule	windows,	porch	floor,	and	railings	
with	materials	that	are	sympathetic	with	the	original	
construction	as	much	as	possible.	The	intent	is	to	use	a	
photo	found	from	the	1940’s	as	our	guide.

Following	is	a	brief	history,	existing	conditions,	master	plan	
description,	and	the	2016	proposed	project.	(note:	
although	we	can	dimension	elements,	the	intent	is	to	use	
the	1940	version	to	guide	all	dimensions,	profiles,	etc.	-
dimensioned	drawings	can	be	made	available	if	necessary)

Submitted:	Steve	Harms,	AIA		
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The	Ellen	Cheney	House
151	E.	Gorham	St.	(Corner	of	Gorham	and	Butler)
Madison,	WI

Brief	History
Built:	1877;	remodeled	1948	&	1955
The	architect	was	David	R.	Jones;	architect	for	Music	Hall	&	
Washburn	Observatory	@	UW	Madison,	and	the	1882-
1884	Wisconsin	State	Capitol	and	other	homes	and	
buildings	in	Wisconsin	and	Illinois.
The	property	is	in	both	a	National	Historic	District	and	
Madison	Historic	District.

We	assume	the	garage	was	added	after	the	original	
construction	as	seen	in	the	photo,	possibly	1948.
The	1955	remodel	updated	the	HVAC,	electrical	and	
plumbing	for	use	as	a	commercial	office.	From	what	we’ve	
found	out	so	far,	there	were	windows	added	in	the	front,	
the	porch	was	removed	and	replaced	with	a	concrete	base,	
new	columns	and	roof	with	openings	were	used	to	allow	
light	to	the	front	windows.	A	vestibule	was	added	outward.	
The	front	steps	were	replaced	with	concrete	steps	and	
later,	after	Urban	League	occupied	the	building,	railings	
were	replaced	which	included	the	Urban	League	logo.	The	
Owner	is	now	William	J.	Levy	of	BMOC,	Inc.	a	national	
student	housing	management	company.	

David	R.	Jones	- Architect
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Concept	of	Completed	
Project	– All	phases

The	Ellen	Cheney	House
151	E.	Gorham	St.	
Madison,	WI

Master	Plan:
The		goal	is	to	restore	the	porch	as	much	as	practical	
similar	to	the	rendering	at	left.	The	project	when	
completed	after	all	phases	would	appear	as	shown	at	the	
left.	
-The	concrete	base	&	steps	will	remain.	
-The	roof	will	be	replaced	(has	leaked	and	rotted)
-the	columns	and	bases	will	be	replaced,	similar	the	the	
photo	circa	1940’s.	
-The	steps	will	remain	and	the	railings	may	be	replaced	in	a	
later	phase.	(The	current	railings	do	not	meet	current	
codes,	but	compliance	with	height	will	not	match	the	
original	architecture)
-The	front	door	and	sidelights	and	windows	in	the	vestibule	
will	be	replaced	with	residential	style	windows	similar	to	
the	original	double	hung	wood	windows.
- The	porch	floor	will	be	re-created	using	a	wood	deck	
similar	in	appearance	to	porch	floors	of	the	early	20th
century.
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The	Ellen	Cheney	House
151	E.	Gorham	St.	
Madison,	WI

2016	Proposal:
-The	concrete	base	&	steps	will	remain.	
-The	roof	structure	will	be	replaced	(has	leaked	and	rotted)
-the	columns	and	bases	will	be	replaced,	similar	in	details	
in	the	the	photo	circa	1940’s.	Heights	and	dimensions	can	
be	interpreted	from	the	photo.
• All	Members	and	trim	will	be	as	close	as	possible	to	

the	original	sizes	and	shapes

-The	steps	and	railings	(not	shown,	see	photos)	will	remain	

Note:	the	documents	submitted	are	digital	using	a	laser	
scanned	process	of	the	existing	condition

Views	of	Phase	1
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Front	View	– Gorham	St.

-The	roof	structure	will	be	
replaced	(has	leaked	and	rotted)
-the	columns	and	bases	will	be	
replaced

-The	steps	and	railings	(not	
shown,	see	photos)	will	remain	
-The	concrete	base	&	steps	will	
remain.	
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Phase	1	–South	/	Side Phase	1	– North	/	Side

-The	roof	structure	will	be	
replaced	(has	leaked	and	rotted)
-the	columns	and	bases	will	be	
replaced

-The	steps	and	railings	(not	
shown,	see	photos)	will	remain	
-The	concrete	base	&	steps	will	
remain.	
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