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To Whom It May Concern: 

 

As a representative of the homeowners of 1213/1215 Spaight Street, I am submitting this application for 

an alteration to this residential property in the Third Lake Ridge Historic District.   

 

The property is currently separated for two-family use, with the first and second floors divided for two 

tenant spaces. The current owners occupy the second level floor and would like to convert the third 

floor attic area into a master suite complete with a bedroom, bathroom and sitting area.  The third floor 

currently has one finished room which was once used as a servants quarters and is accessed by a small 

stairway at the rear of the home.  

 

In order to safely occupy this third floor space, a new code compliant stairway is needed to connect the 

second and third floor levels.   Our proposed plans include a new attic roof dormer which provides 

adequate headroom needed for a fully code compliant new stairway.  The proposed design of this 

dormer is conscious of minimizing impact on the front façade and presence along the streetscape.  The 

front most edge of the dormer is set back over six feet from the street front façade.  The ridge of the 

dormer is also set lower than the existing roof, therefore allowing the existing roof gable to maintain 

prominence. 

 

The proposed attic alterations also include a second new dormer which would contain a small bathroom 

for the master suite.  This dormer is sized to match the stairway dormer in order to maintain consistency 

along this building façade.   

 

In summary, I believe that this proposed project is in keeping with the intent of the historic district 

guidelines and surrounding neighborhood conditions.  I look forward to working with the City of 

Madison to develop a project that is considerate of this historic district and will continue to be an 

amenity to the surrounding neighborhood. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jenny Dechant 

 

 

Enclosure 
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View of the existing unfinished attic space 

 

 
View of finished space within the attic level which was once used as a servants quarters 
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Street front view of home – the primary roof gable is very prominent from this view.  This view also 

shows the close proximity of the neighboring property. 

 

 
Street front view of home – note the one existing side dormer intersecting the primary roof gable 
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