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CITY OF MADISON 

INTER-DEPARTMENTAL 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 

DATE: February 5, 2016 

 

 

TO: Michael C. Koval, Chief of Police 

 

FROM: Richard A. Bach, Captain of Police 

 

SUBJECT: 2015 Fourth Quarter Traffic Enforcement Activity Report 

  

 
The information provided in this document represents the Madison Police Department’s traffic 
enforcement and safety activity for the fourth quarter of 2015.   
 
It is the goal of the Madison Police Department to make our streets safer for all users thru education and 
enforcement. We feel that our streets should be safely shared by motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians. 
 
Traffic Citations  
The Madison Police Department issued 5,139 traffic citations (3,120 citations were for hazardous 
violations and 2,019 citations were for non-hazardous violations) in the 4th quarter of 2015. These 
numbers reflect a decrease over the total number of citations (5,532) issued in the 4th quarter of 2014, 
but more than the (4,339) citations that the Madison Police Department issued for the 4th quarter of 
2013.  
For the year 2015, the Madison Police Department issued a total of 23,316 citations. These numbers 
reflect an increase over the total number of citations (22,246) issued in 2014 and 2013 (22,878). 
 
T.E.S.T. (Traffic Enforcement Safety Team) 
Of the 5,139 total citations issued in the 4th quarter, 2,343 citations (1,214) hazardous and (1,129) non-
hazardous, were issued by the Traffic Enforcement Safety Team. They also issued (1,427) written 
warnings. These numbers represent a decrease from the total number of citations (2,546) issued by 
TEST officers during the 4th quarter of 2014 and an increase of the (1,912) citations in the 4th quarter of 
2013.  
For the year 2015, the Traffic Enforcement Safety Team issued a total of 10,496 citations. These 
numbers reflect an increase of the totals from 2014 (8,173) and 2013 (9,173). 
 
 
Speeding  
2015 4th quarter citations for speeding totaled 1,412. This is a decrease compared with the 1,677 
citations issued in the 4th quarter of 2014, but an increase from the 827 citations issued in the 4th 
quarter of 2013. 
For 2015, the total citations issued for speeding is (7,574). This reflects an increase of the totals from 
2014 (6107) and 2013 (6916). 
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Red Signal Violations  
During 4th quarter 2015, 239 red signal violation citations were issued. 162 red signal violations were 
written during 4th quarter of 2014. 
For 2015, the total citations issued for Red Signal Violation was 830. This is an increase from the 629 
citations issued in 2014. 
 
 
Traffic Complaint Hotline (266-4822) 
 
The Traffic Complaint Hotline received 98 citizen calls during the 4th quarter of 2015. 59 warning letters 
were sent as a result of reported violations. This compares with 149 complaints and 95 letters during the 
4th quarter of 2015. 
For the year 2015, there were a total of 598 calls to the Traffic Complaint Hotline. A total of 366 warning 
letters were sent out as a result of reported violations. These numbers represent a decrease compared 
to 2014 totals of 806 calls and 369 warning letters. 
 
School Zones  
School zones violation reports from Crossing Guards resulted in 66 warning letters being sent and 89 
citations issued for observed violations in the 4th quarter of 2015.  
 
For 2015, there were a total of 263 warning letters and 362 citations issued for school zone violations 
reports from Crossing Guards. 
 
Traffic Enforcement/Safety Grants  
(12) Alcohol Enforcement, (5) Pedestrian Safety overtime grant initiatives were scheduled for the 4th 
quarter of 2015. These were coordinated through the Department of Transportation, Bureau of 
Transportation Safety. The grant initiatives focused on Impaired Driving (OMVWI) and Pedestrian Safety. 
These 17 grant initiatives resulted in 455 citations and 251 warnings. 
The following are locations were traffic grants were deployed during the 4th quarter:  
Pedestrian Safety: Dayton/Orchard, Fish Hatchery/Appleton, W. Washington/Henry St, E. 
Washington/S. Butler, First St/ E. Johnson  
Alcohol Enforcement: 200 N. Stoughton Rd, 200 S. Stoughton Rd, 400 W. Johnson, 600 John 
Nolen,1800/1700 Fish Hatchery Rd, 200 W. Olin Ave, 4100, Odana / S. Whitney, 800 E. Gorham, 100 
John Nolen, First/ E. Johnson, Commercial Av 
 
For the year 2015, there were 123 grant deployments. These included Alcohol Enforcement, Pedestrian 
Safety, Speed Enforcement, and Bicycle Safety. These deployments resulted in a total of 2722 citations 
and 1039 warnings being issued. In addition, the Madison Police Department participated in a Wisconsin 
Bureau of Traffic Safety seat belt enforcement mobilization initiative in June. The results of this 
department wide initiative yielded 830 citations and 466 warnings being issued. 
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Significant Crashes  
In the 4th quarter of 2015, Traffic Specialists investigated 3 significant traffic crashes. These crashes 
resulted in 2 deaths. Also investigated and followed up on 10 crashes with injuries or great bodily harm. 
 
 
 Crashes 
 
Total crashes                            January - June 2014: 2904      July- September 2014: 1549    October-December 2014: 1586 
Total crashes                            January - June 2015: 3057      July- September 2015: 1592    October-December 2015: 1471 
 
Total bicycle crashes               January – June 2014: 42          July-September 2014: 48          October-December 2014: 26 
Total bicycle crashes               January – June 2015: 43          July- September 2015: 53         October-December 2015: 21 
 
Total pedestrian crashes        January – June 2014: 34          July –September 2014: 17        October-December 2014: 23  
Total pedestrian crashes        January – June 2015: 57          July- September 2015: 29         October-December 2015: 33 
 
Total motor vehicle crashes   January- June 2014: 2828      July-September 2014:  1484     October-December 2014: 1537 
Total Motor vehicle crashes   January- June 2015: 2935     July- September 2015:  1515     October-December 2015: 1417 
 
Total fatal crashes                   January – June 2015: 5            July- September 2015:  3            October-December 2015: 2 
 
 
 

 2015 Fatal Crashes 

 
1. 03/13/15 

800 N. Stoughton Rd 
MV/FO – a motor vehicle at high speeds lost control and struck a fixed object, killing the driver 
of the vehicle. 
 

2. 03/28/15 
N. Stoughton Rd at E. Washington Av 
MV/CMV – a motor vehicle drove into the back of a semi that was stopped for a red signal at E. 
Washington Av.  The driver of the motor vehicle died as a result of the injuries sustained in the 
collision. 
 

3. 04/13/15 
400 Commerce Dr. 
MV/Off Roadway – A driver had a medical event and died, causing the vehicle to drive off the 
roadway into a ditch. 
 

4. 05/14/15 
5800 Femrite Dr. 
MV/FO – a motor vehicle rammed into a bridge abutment at high speeds with the operator not 
restrained in the vehicle. 
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5. 06/10/15 
8000 Raymond Rd 
MV/Bicycle – a bicyclist traveling south on a bike path entered into the roadway as a motor 
vehicle was approaching westbound.  The motor vehicle was unable to avoid the bicyclist, who 
died as a result of the injuries sustained in the collision. 
 

6. 06/18/15 
N. Stoughton Rd at E Washington Av 
MV/Ped – a motor vehicle operator increased speed and intentionally ran over a pedestrian in 
the marked crosswalk.  Operator has been charged with 1st degree intentional homicide. 
 

7. 07/13/15 
University Av at Ridge St 
MV/Bicycle – a bicyclist traveling north on Ridge St entered onto University Av against the traffic 
light.  The motor vehicle operator was unable to avoid the bicyclist, who died as a result of the 
injuries sustained in the collision. 
 

8. 09/05/15 
Nakoosa Rd 
MV/Ped – a motor vehicle operator lost control of his vehicle and drove up onto a sidewalk, 
striking and killing a pedestrian.  The driver has been charged with OWI Homicide. 
 
 

        9.   11/23/15 
              S. Stoughton Rd/Cottage Grove Rd 
              MV/Off Road- a single motor vehicle drove off roadway on NB S. Stoughton Rd at Cottage Grove     
              Rd.  The lone occupant was ejected from vehicle and pronounced dead at the scene. 
 
         10. 12/15/15 
          MV/PED- a vehicle was exiting a Independent Living Retirement Community facility. As the vehicle  
          exited the enclosed parking structure, the vehicle struck a pedestrian that was on the sidewalk.             
          The pedestrian was a resident of the facility. The investigation is still pending.                                                                          
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