
Proposed Revisions to Schedules on Routes 55 and 75 
March,  2016 

 
Route 75, which operates during peak periods between downtown Madison and 
Epic/Verona, continues to suffer from overloads. Metro was able to alleviate 
some of the afternoon overcrowding by adding an “extra” to the 5:03 p.m. trip, but 
overloads and pass-ups continue in the mornings because no buses are 
available. This chronic issue will only get worse as Epic continues to hire 
employees, many of whom want to live in the central Madison area. 
 
Route 55, which operates between the West Transfer Point and Epic/Verona, 
does not have the overcrowding issues. Before route 75 was implemented, 
frequencies on route 55 had been enhanced from 60 minutes between trips to 30 
minutes. Once route 75 began operating, offering a more direct link to/from 
downtown & Epic, ridership growth on route 55 slowed. 
 
Recently, Metro received a message from Epic asking about adding midday 
service to route 75, in part to help spread out the arrivals at and departures from 
the Epic Campus. Staff developed a proposal that showed this added midday 
service, plus additional trips during the peak commute times. This was done 
using the same number of buses during the peaks on routes 55 and 75 (four), but 
moving some of the trips from route 55 to route 75’s schedule. 
 
Under this proposal, Epic/Verona trips would go from seven arrivals/departures 
to nine in both rush hours (net increase of two trips per rush hour, or four per 
day). The midday service adds an additional four trips per day. 
 
Route 55 specifically would have the same number of outbound trips (from the 
West Transfer Point) in the morning (3) and inbound in the afternoon.  Service 
span would increase by 30 minutes (with hourly departures), where currently the 
first two trips are an hour apart, but the second and third trips are only 30 
minutes apart (opposite in PM, headway is 30 then 60 each side of second trip). 
 
The only trip losses on Route 55 would be one inbound trip in the morning, and 
one outbound trip in the afternoon.  These four commute trips (not directly 
serving the reverse-commute Epic employees) are currently 30 minute 
frequency, over an one-and-a-half span.  The proposed schedule would have a 
60 minute frequency over a two hour span. 
 
See attached drafts of proposed schedules for routes 55 & 75. New/additional 
trips are highlighted in red. 
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75  Weekday – Capitol Square to Verona
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This route has a Limited Stop Zone. See map for details. 
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Bus Lines is made possible through 
a partnership between Metro and the 
Madison Poets Laureate with design 
by Edgewood College Graphic Design 
students. mymetrobus.com/poetry
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